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DO YOU SPEND TOO MUCH ON HOT WATER?
There’s a smarter & more economical way to do it.
The all new iStore can cut your Hot Water Bill dramatically. 
Call now to �nd out how you can save.

BUILT IN

TIMER

AIR TO 
ENERGY

solarpowergladstone@bigpond.com
37A Toolooa St, Gladstone QLD 4680 
www.gladstonesolarpower.com.au

Servicing the Gladstone area since 2010

Ring us now on 07 4972 8449
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Pat smells 
a RAT with 
‘free’ offer
Gladstone chemist shelves are reportedly bare 
of sought after rapid antigen tests.

More than six million Australians who have 
a concession card will be eligible for 10 free 
rapid tests at pharmacies throughout a three-
month period. But concession card holder Pat 
Timm says ‘nobody that she knew of’ had been 
able to access RAT tests locally.
 Turn to page 2 for the full story

Tyler Heap competes in the thong throwing at the Turkey Beach Progress Association Australia Day Breakfast.  Picture: MIKE RICHARDS

The Turkey Beach Progress Associ-
ation held an Australia Day Break -
fast on 26 January, with Aussie 
attractions including a barbecue 
breakfast, costume judging, thong 

throwing, cow pat throwing, co -
louring competitions and a cricket 
match. 
 Turn to pages 10 and 11  
 for more photos

Aussie Day action! 

The 2022 Agnes Blues, Roots & Rock 
Festival has been cancelled. Organisers 
made the call last Friday after much de -
liberation.

“This was not an easy decision to 
make, there is plenty of disappointment 
and frustration from the team who work 
tirelessly behind the scenes, however the 
health and safety of patrons, performers, 
stallholders, volunteers and the commu -
nity must always take precedence,” the 
team said.
 Full story page 12

Festival is 
cancelled

Staff burnout risk
By Eilish Massie  

Staff is at risk of burnout at Gladstone Hospital 
as Covid cases continue to surge across Aus-
tralia.

With ever-increasing demand, a Gladstone 
Hospital nurse said staff were becoming burnt 
out as they’ve been on the front lines of the Co -
vid-19 response.

The nurse, who wanted to remain anony -
mous, said while staff were doing their best 
to combat the pressure across the public 
and private health systems, they were feeling 
stretched to the limit.

“The team here is amazing, we are working 
and taking care of each other so well but burn -
out is on the rise,” she said. 

A Central Queensland Hospital and Health 

Service spokesman confirmed the hospital’s 
workforce was being affected by staff becom -
ing infected with Covid-19.

“CQ Health staff have been putting in an 
extraordinary effort to ensure our patients are 
safe and well cared for. It is an unprecedented 
time for us all and extremely busy,” the spokes -
man said.

“Our workforce is being affected by staff 

becoming infected with Covid-19, as any other 
workforce is.

“We are reviewing how this is impacting on 
services daily and redeploying to assist critical 
workforce issues where and when needed.”

The nurse, 23, confirmed CQHHS did not 
make staff come in on their sick days.
 Full story page 4
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I think the Wiggles winning Triple J’s 
Hottest 100 on the weekend was the ul-
timate testament of my generation’s love 
for their childhood. 

I certainly thought Stay by Kid La -
roi and Justin Bieber would take it out, 
but was stoked when the Wiggle’s Like A 
Version cover of Tame Impala’s hit ’El -
ephant’ was number one. 

They actually made triple j’s Hot -
test 100 history by winning. It was the 
first time an artist or group topped the 
countdown with a cover of a song. 

This means The Wiggles were the first 
artist in 28 years to make their debut at 
the top spot of the list.

How’s that aye? I still remember hav -
ing my eyes glued to the TV as a kid 
when the original Wiggles 
sang Fruit Salad. Life was a 
bit more simple then. 

My favourite Wiggle 
will always be Greg.

 - Eilish Massie 
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Pat smells a RAT
By Matthew Pearce and AAP 

Monday, 24 January, marked the beginning of 
the rollout of free rapid antigen (RAT) tests to 
concession card holders across the country - 
but Gladstone chemist shelves are reportedly 
bare of the sought after items.

More than six million Australians who have a 
concession card will be eligible for 10 free rapid 
tests at pharmacies throughout a three-month 
period, with a limit of five in one month.

Concession card holder Pat Timm, who has 
lived in Gladstone for 47 years, said ‘nobody 
that she knew of’ had been able to access RAT 
tests locally.

“Anyone that I’ve spoken to hasn’t been 
able to get any tests at all for the last couple of 
weeks,” she said.

“My local chemist doesn’t have any and nor 
does the nearest one to them. I was told there 
was none available in town and they didn’t 
know when they were coming so I’ve stopped 
looking.”

A staff member from Chemist warehouse in 
Clinton confirmed the store had no RAT tests 
in stock. He said more were on the way but it 
was uncertain when they would arrive.

Ms Timm said she had seen Treasurer Josh 
Frydenberg speaking on the news about how 
RAT tests were now free for concession card 
holders.

“Even though they’re free, if you can’t get 
them there’s no point. It only works when you 
can get them in your hand and use them when 
you need to.

“It’s absolutely useless them being free 
when you can’t buy them anywhere or obtain 
them anywhere.”

She said if people suspected they had Co-
vid and couldn’t access a test, their best option 
would be “just go home and stay there and 
avoid other people”.

ALP candidate for Gladstone Matt Bur -
nett said concession card holders ‘absolutely’ 
needed access to free rapid antigen tests.

“But so does everyone. The fact is, no-one 
can get access to any,” he said.

“The LNP have dropped the ball on this, 
right from the start. RAT tests should be free 
and readily available for everyone.

“It’s the same story I’ve heard from locals 
right across Central Queensland, from Emer -
ald to Biloela to Gracemere, it’s just not good 
enough.”

Labor leader Anthony Albanese said the 
government ordered rapid tests too late, and 
then sought to shift the blame. 

“They got their ads ready before they or -
dered the tests. Something that characterises 

this government is it sits back, waits for some -
thing to become a crisis then it blames others 
for the problem,” he told the ABC.

Pharmacy Guild of Australia president Trent 
Twomey said supply shortages of RAT tests 
meant the rollout had been significantly im -
pacted.

“There are 6000 community pharmacies in 
Australia and 804 pharmacies went live this 
morning,” he said on Monday.

“The majority will simply not be going live.”
Mr Twomey said 13 million tests were due 

to arrive in the next week and 22 million in the 
first three weeks of February just for pharma -
cies.

Health Minister Greg Hunt said the hoard -
ing of rapid tests had contributed to the wide -
spread supply issues across the country, but 

indicated there would be enough stock for 
pharmacists.

However, he warned retailers who were 
price gouging tests would be targeted by the 
consumer watchdog.

“There were clear cases where there had 
been some hoarding, unfortunately it does in -
clude people that were scooping up to resell at 
inflated prices,” he said.

Ms Timm said the Federal Government 
needed to ‘get their act together’.

“You bring in the rapid antigen tests to re -
place the clinical test and when you don’t have 
enough tests available for the people. Scott 
Morrison, get your act together.”

Tuesday, 25 January, marked two years 
since the first case of Covid-19 was detected in 
Australia.

Chemist Warehouse in Clinton’s shelves are bare of RAT tests.

Concession card holder Pat Timm can’t find RAT tests anywhere.
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Gladstone florist honoured with national wedding gong 
At a virtual awards ceremony in January a lo -
cal floral designer won the Australian Wedding  
Awards’ 2021 Wedding Florist category, a huge 
coup for the team who work solely with per -
manent botanicals. 

“We are in shock,” Ginger Says Owner Mi-
chelle Wilson said of taking out Australia’s larg -
est  regional wedding awards program. 

“We were excited to be nominated, and 
hoped to make it into the Top 10, so to win is  
absolutely amazing. 

“Our aim is for our floral creations to look as 
realistic as possible, so this award tells me we  
are doing our job right, and breaking the stig -
ma around artificial flowers.” With 80 bookings 
already for permanent botanical weddings in 
2022, Michelle said the demand for artificial 
wedding flowers was only increasing. 

“Permanent botanicals have lots of ad -
vantages over traditional live floral arrange -
ments,” she  said. 

“The beautiful couple has control over ex -
actly how the flowers are going to look, noth -
ing is  out of season and any colour option is 
possible.” 

“The biggest advantage though at the mo -
ment is the convenience, with the flowers last -
ing  and being able to be stored if a wedding 
has to be postponed; nothing is lost.” Michelle 
said her team’s attention to detail and styling 
had been a major strength they have  focused 
on for the past five years. 

“We’ve invested a lot of time in training and 
perfecting our techniques, learning what works  
when using permanent botanicals, which are 
very different to live flowers,” she said. “Our 
number one priority is for every bride to adore 
their flowers, so we spend a lot of time  going 
back and forth working on tones, and making 
sure it’s cohesive to nail their vision.”   

Ginger Says received automatic entry into 
the 2021 Australian Wedding Awards after tak -
ing  out the Capricorn & Central Queensland 
2021 Brides Choice Awards. 

While those awards were decided by popu -
lar vote, the Australian Wedding Awards were  
determined by a judging panel after a rigorous 
review process. 

Michelle said she would like to thank the 
Australian Wedding Awards Team for the  rec -
ognition. 

“We are very grateful and humbled by our 
win; thank you also to my team, Emma and 
Lanie,  this award would not be possible with -
out all your hard work,” she said. “I would also 
like to thank all the brides who have trusted us 
with their wedding vision over  the years. 

“It has been an honour to play a part in 
making their weddings as special as possible.” 

For more information on Ginger Says visit 
www.gingersays.com.au, and follow them on  
Facebook and Instagram for wedding flower 
inspiration.  

Ginger Says Owner Michelle Wilson recently won Australia’s largest regional wedding awards 
program. Pictures: LOVELENSCAPES PHOTOGRAPHY 
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Owners on rates notice 
By Eilish Massie  

Gladstone Regional Council has given 70 
property owners three months to stump up 
the cash on overdue rates or risk having their 
homes sold.

In a general meeting on 18 January, coun-
cillors were informed of a total loss in revenue 
amounting $1,018,560.83 was owed in over-
due rates and charges as at 5 January 2022. 

Although the council’s threat to sell these 

properties may seem harsh, Section 140(2) of  
the  Local  Government Regulation  2012  en-
ables  Council  to resolve to sell land for recov-
ery of overdue rates or charges where rates or 
charges have been  overdue in excess of three 
years, or where default judgment has been ob -
tained for vacant or commercial properties. 

“If the overdue rates or charges are not 
paid within three months of the notice, Coun -
cil may within six months of giving notices of 
intention to sell, start the  procedures for sell -

ing the land by auction  under section 142 ,” 
the notice read. 

“Section 141 requires that overdue rates and 
charges must be paid in full in  order for  sale 
procedures to be stopped.” 

The properties with overdue rates are a mix -
ture of  land use types, including commercial, 
residential and vacant land. 

Councillor Chris Trevor moved the motion, 
and said it was the owner’s responsibility to pay 
their rates. 

“As we all know it is our duty in life to pay our 
rates ,it’s unfair on other ratepayers who do pay 
to see others not paying their rates,” he said. 

“I have a very strong opinion on this.” 
In a council report, it was revealed this year’s 

number of properties decreased by 148 prop -
erties in comparison to the 2020/21 financial  
year. 

It is anticipated that sale of land proceed -
ings with respect to this resolution will be 
completed by 30 June 2022.
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Black jewfish in Gladstone’s waterways are 
being tagged and tracked, to help gather in -
formation for  important marine research. 

Gladstone Ports Corporation’s (GPC) team 
are assisting with the deployment, download 
and retrieval of  data from two receivers, as 
part of the project.  

It’s all part of a collaboration between 
James Cook University (JCU), the Queensland 
Department of  Agriculture and Fisheries 
(DAF), the Australian Institute of Marine sci -
ence (AIMs), and CQUniversity (CQU).  

GPC’s data will provide researchers with 
important information about the species, in -
cluding a timeline of  movements, residency, 
aggregation behaviour and habitat use. 

The tagged fish are detected by acous-
tic receivers deployed in waters along the 
Queensland coast including  in Gladstone - a 
key region for the project.  

Fisheries Queensland Executive Director 
Dallas Dsilva said the research being done in 
GPC’s project would  complement work al -
ready underway to help protect the sustain -
ability of black jewfish. 

“We know black jewfish are vulnerable to 
overfishing and stock collapses have been 
previously  documented in Australia and 
overseas,” Mr Dsilva said. 

“That is why in May 2019 the Queensland 
Government introduced a total allowable 
catch limit for black  jewfish, and, in 2020, 
Queensland Government scientists com -
menced a three-year priority research proj -
ect  to better understand stocks and manage 
the species. 

“Data from these projects will provide 
crucial information to guide future manage -
ment actions to help  protect the sustain -
ability of black jewfish, and support the Sus -
tainable Fisheries Strategy’s aim to ensure  
healthy fish stocks to support thousands of 
Queensland jobs.” 

Chief Operating Officer Craig Walker said 
GPC is proud to be part of the project with its 
environmental  team deploying two acoustic 
receivers in the port. 

“Our environment team will then down -
load the data which will assist DAF with any 
management strategies  for black jewfish 

outlined under Queensland’s Sustainable 
Fisheries Strategy,” Mr Walker said.  

“Economic, environmental and social 
sustainability underpin everything we do at 
our port,” he said.  

“This project by JCU, DAF, AIMs and CQU 
is another opportunity for GPC to rise to the 
occasion and  contribute to important re -
search from the data our team collects,”

“It’s also a win-win for us to continue to 
care for Gladstone’s Big 6.”  

Member for Gladstone and Minister for 
Regional Development and Manufacturing, 
Minister for Water,  Glenn Butcher, said local 
waterways have long been the home to criti -
cal marine information and this  project is no 
different. 

“We know that Gladstone is home to a 
range of Queensland’s beautiful flora and 
fauna, so it is vital that  GPC and the State 
Government do what we can to assist in the 
research, tracking and preservation of our  
natural wonders.” 

“I applaud GPC, JCU, DAF, AIMs and CQU 
for their efforts in this project,” Mr Butcher 

said. The receivers will form part of a larger 
coastal array of more than 150 receivers 
in coastal waters.  The tags come with long 
life expectancy and will provide a long term 
method to monitor the species.  

JCU Researcher Adam Barnett said Port 
areas were key habitats for jewfish and the 
research would give  important insight into 
jewfish movements.  

“The assistance of GPC in maintaining 
receivers provides infrastructure in deter -
mining both local habitat  use patterns and 
larger scale migrations along the Queensland 
Coast,” Mr Barnett said.  

“It will help us determine connectivity 
between other jewfish hotspots such as Yep-
poon and Mackay,” Dr  Barnett said.  

CQU Research Fellow Dr Nicole Flint said 
the Gladstone Harbour provided important 
habitats for many  economically and ecologi -
cally important fish species.  

“The data obtained from these receiv -
ers will improve knowledge of black jewfish 
movements and activity  in and around the 
harbour.” 

Healthy habitat: Fish tracked in new GPC initiative
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Hospital staff feel at risk
By Eilish Massie 

Staff burnout is on the rise at Gladstone Hos -
pital as Covid cases continue to surge across 
Australia. 

With ever-increasing demand, a Gladstone 
Hospital nurse said staff were becoming burnt 
out as they continue to navigate through the 
Covid-19 response.

Since 23 December 2021 until now, the 
Gladstone Region has recorded 1255 con-
firmed Covid cases. 

As of Tuesday, 61 new cases were recorded 
in Gladstone, 128 in Rockhampton, 44 in Liv -
ingstone, three in Central Highlands, one in 
Woorabinda and 10 in Banana, with 14 Covid 
patients in Rockhampton Hospital in a stable 
condition. 

The nurse, who wanted to remain anony -
mous, said while staff were doing their best 
to combat the pressure across the public 
and private health systems, they were feeling 
stretched to the limit. 

“It’s happening here,” she said. 
“The team here is amazing, we are working 

and taking care of each other so well but burn -
out is on the rise.” 

A Central Queensland Hospital and Health 
Service spokesman confirmed the hospital’s 
workforce was being affected by staff becom -
ing infected with Covid-19. 

“CQ Health staff have been putting in an 
extraordinary effort to ensure our patients are  
safe and well cared for. It is an unprecedented 
time for us all and extremely busy,” the spokes -
man said.  

The spokesman confirmed CQHHS had 
reduced non-critical services to allow for de -
ployment of staff in more critical areas; howev -
er more staff would be available in Gladstone 
soon. 

“We have undertaken a significant recruit -
ment campaign to bring on more staff,” he 
said. 

The CQHHS spokesman said staff who were 
Covid positive were required to isolate at home 
as per the Chief Health Officer directions. 

“Our workforce is being affected by staff be -
coming infected with  Covid-19, as any other 
workforce is,” he said. 

“.We are reviewing how this is impacting on 
services daily and redeploying to assist critical 
workforce issues where and when needed.

“In high impact areas such as fever clinics 
we have made improvements to staff’s work  
hours and their conditions to reduce exposure 
to heat, keep them cool and keep them  hy -
drated.”

The nurse, 23, confirmed CQHHS did not 
make staff come in on their sick days. 

“Obviously if we are symptomatic, we are 
required to go home and not come to work un -
til we know we are Covid negative,” she said. 

“With that in mind, and us becoming run 
down, a few of us are required to take a day or 
so off.” 

The nurse said the team at Gladstone Hos-
pital were doing everything they could to help 
staff. 

“Everyone might have different experiences 
but realistically in this climate our team and 
leaders are doing an amazing job,” she said. 

“Super understanding and supportive but it 
might be due to the small hospital things.” 

CQHHS said they appreciated the amaz-
ing effort of their staff right across CQ Health. 
“Members of the  public can play their part in 
minimising the spread of Covid-19 by keeping 
their  vaccination up to date including a boost -
er when it’s due, maintaining social distancing 
and  staying home where possible and keeping 
good hand hygiene,” he said. Gladstone Hospital. 
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Paint the Port 2022
REGISTRATIONS ARE NOW OPEN

Gladstone Ports Corporation is calling for artwork entries 
to the annual Paint the Port art competition and exhibition. 

To register, visit gpcl.com.au/paint-the-port. 

Online registrations close 4pm, Friday 11 March 2022. 
Artwork due Friday 18 March and Saturday 19 March 2022.

EXHIBITION
30 March to 22 April 2022
ARTmatters Gallery
3 Pitt Street, Gladstone

gpcl.com.au  |  1800 243 GPC (472)
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Views sought on rural news
A NEW online survey is seeking views on how 
Australians’ living in regional, rural or remote 
areas access news as part of a Federal parlia-
mentary inquiry into Australia’s regional news -
papers.

The House of Representatives Standing 
Committee on Communications and the Arts 
Chair Dr Anne Webster MP said: “Over the past 
ten years news outlets in rural, regional and 
remote communities have closed their doors 
which has resulted in a substantial reduction 
of articles covering local issues”.

“It is important that we listen to our com -
munities about what’s important to them.

“This survey provides an opportunity for 
these communities to express their views on 
whether the loss of their regional voice has di -
rectly affected them.

“I encourage anyone who lives in Australia’s 
regional, rural or remote areas to participate in 
the online survey.”

The survey is open until February 11 and 
takes less than 10 minutes to complete. 

Visitors and staff at Heron Island may no -
tice an increase in numbers of the Aus -
tralian native hawkmoths and hawkmoth 
caterpillars on the island over the next few 
weeks.

Rangers from the Queensland Parks 
and Wildlife Service (QPWS) are tracking a 
natural phenomenon in Capricornia Cays 
National Park, during which hawkmoth 
numbers increase for a short period of 
time.

Following recent steady rain in the area, 
the hawkmoth larvae drop from the Pisonia 
trees which grow in the park.

This, combined with the annual seabird 
nesting season which increases the amount 
of A lizard on a tree branch

Visitors and staff may also notice a drop -
ping of leaves from the Pisonia forests; 
however, this is also part of a natural pro -
cess, and the trees will regenerate.

Native hawkmoths are protected and 
play an important role in cycling nutri -
ents within the national park by increasing 
turnover rates of the high-nutrient environ -
ment.

QPWS tracks the occurrence of these 
outbreaks under the QPWS Island Watch 
and Health Check systems.

See all current QPWS Park Alerts here: 
parks.des.qld.gov.au/park-alerts 

Jump in native hawkmoths
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EOI ‘next step’ for project
Gladstone Area Water Board (GAWB) has re-
leased the Fitzroy to Gladstone Pipeline con -
struction Expression of Interest via QTenders. 

The release of the EOI is the next step in 
pre-construction activities for the project, 
which are being delivered by GAWB as the pre-
construction Delivery Management Propo -
nent appointed by the Department of Region -
al Development, Manufacturing and Water in 
August 2021. 

Minister for Regional Development and 
Manufacturing, Minister for Water and Mem -
ber for Gladstone, Glenn Butcher, said local 
businesses will be given every opportunity to 
be awarded work, during the project. 

“This pipeline is about securing Gladstone’s 
future and that encapsulates boosting busi -
ness and getting people into work, during the 
construction phase.” 

GAWB Chief Executive Officer Darren Bar-
low said the project is vital to secure Glad -
stone’s long-term water security and will re -
quire an experienced construction delivery 
team to ensure the project’s success.  

“The Fitzroy to Gladstone Pipeline project 
is an important piece of the puzzle in securing 
Gladstone’s economic and industrial future 
and has the potential to provide water for the 
emerging hydrogen industry in the region,” Mr 
Barlow said. “Should the Queensland Govern -
ment decide to proceed to construction, a de -
cision that is during early 2022, the project will 
need the right people on the job, working col -
laboratively to deliver the project to schedule, 
to budget and in a way that benefits the local 
community. 

“We’re committed to engaging with the 
market to source the best parties through a 
competitive EOI process and early contractor 
involvement, so we’re ready to hit the ground 
running once approval is given by the govern -
ment.” 

GAWB’s pre-construction contracting strat -

egy includes partnering with local suppliers 
and obtaining local services where practicable 
to deliver tangible benefits to the Gladstone 
region such as jobs, supply contracts and local 
capability raising. Local suppliers were invited 

to an information forum, about the project, on 
Wednesday 19 January. 

Anyone who missed out and is interested 
in finding out more about the Fitzroy to Glad -
stone Pipeline project is encouraged to submit 

enquiries to the project team via fgpenqui -
ries@gawb.qld.gov.au 

A decision will be made by the Queensland 
Government on whether to proceed to con -
struction of the pipeline during 2022. 

GAWB Chair Maxine Brushes and CEO Darren Barlow 
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Gladstone Regional Council will kick start its 
Australia Day celebrations with a citizenship 
ceremony to welcome 115 new Aussies on 26 
January.

Gladstone Region Mayor Matt Burnett 
said our new citizens are from 21 countries, 
including the Philippines, South Africa, Paki -
stan, Italy, Germany, Spain, Vietnam and 
Zimbabwe and will join thousands of other 
Australians who are celebrating their citizen -

ship on our national day.
“Australian citizenship ceremonies are an 

important part of our nation’s celebrations, 
with more people becoming citizens on Aus -
tralia Day than any other day of the year,” 
Councillor Burnett said.

“Australia Day gives all citizens, whether 
by birth or choice, the opportunity to openly 
reflect on what it means to be an Aussie and 
to celebrate our great nation — our rich in -

digenous and migrant history and our prom -
ising future.”

Events to celebrate Australia Day will in -
clude Gladstone Regional Council’s Australia 
Day Family Fun Day, held at the Millennium 
Esplanade parklands at Tannum Sands from 
2-6pm. Other events held across the region 
and supported through Council’s Commu -
nity Investment Program include the Builyan 
Many Peaks Community Development As -

sociation’s Australia Day Brekkie, Boyne Val -
ley Community Discovery Centre’s Australia 
Day Backyard and the Turkey Beach Progress 
Association’s Australia Day Breakfast. South 
End Progress Association, unfortunately, had 
to cancel its Australia Day celebrations.

Visit www.gladstone.qld.gov.au/events-1 
for more information on events, including 
Australia Day activities across the Gladstone 
Region.

Gladstone Regional Council to welcome 115 citizens

NEWS  TodayGladstone.com.au 

Meet our award winners
Gladstone Regional Council has announced 
winners from the 2022 Australia Day Awards, 
held during the evening of Tuesday 25 January 
at the Gladstone Entertainment Convention 
Centre.  

Seven categories were awarded at the cere-
mony including Citizen of the Year, Young Citi -
zen  of the Year, Arts and Culture Award, Young 
Sportsperson Award, Sports Official Award, 
Community  Event or Initiative Award and the 
Community Volunteer Award.  

Amber Rodgers took out the Citizen of the 
Year award for her dedicated in promoting 
tourism, particularly in Agnes Water and 1770. 

Aaron Yea took out the Young Citizen of 
the Year award, Chelsea Elvery won the Arts 
and Culture Award, Samarah Littlemore won 
Young Sportsperson award, Timothy Fowler 
won Sports Official Award, Paul Eyre-Thomp -
son (Thommo) won Community Volunteer 
Award and the 2021 Agnes Blues, Roots and 
Rock Festival took out the Community Event 
or Initiative award. 

Gladstone Region Mayor Matt Burnett con -
gratulated all Award winners and nominees.  

“My sincere thanks go to all winners and 
nominees in each category for everything they 
have  contributed towards the Gladstone Re -
gion,” Councillor Burnett said.  

“These Awards recognise and reward mem -
bers of the local community who have a con -
sistent record  of excellence, have made out-
standing achievements in their field, and/or 
have contributed  significantly to the growth 
and development of sport, community events, 
arts and cultural life in the  region.  

“I know all winners and nominees have a 
lot of pride in our community and consistently 
strive to  make the Gladstone Region a better 
place.  

“I also want to thank those who took the 
time to nominate a person or event for 2022 
Australia Day  Awards so as a Council we can 
shine more light on some of the fantastic work 
being undertaken in  our community.”  
Meet the winners: 
Citizen of the Year – Amber Rodgers
Amber has been president of the volunteer 
organisation Discovery Coast Tourism & Com -
merce  (DCTC) since 2016. She is knowledge-
able, capable, caring and hard working. She 
goes above and  beyond what anyone would 
expect a volunteer president to do, putting in 
many hours a week.  Amber is also a driving 
force behind the 1770 Festival and the Agnes 
Blues, Roots & Rock Festival.  

 · Nominees included: Laurence Lynch, Lottie 
Peno, Evan Thomas, Alana ‘Tink’ McMullen 
and Judith  Crabtree.  

Young Citizen of the Year – Aaron Yea  
Aaron is currently Gladstone Regional Coun -
cil’s Saiki Sister City Committee representa -
tive, and a  proud member of the Gladstone 
Region Youth Council. Aaron relocated to the 

Gladstone Region  when he was 12 and now 
calls Tannum Sands home. Aaron’s motivation 
to pursue a position on the  Gladstone Region 
Youth Council comes from his desire to give 
back to the community through  volunteering. 
Aaron also has a strong interest in the history 
behind local politics and understanding  local 
government.  

 · Nominees included: Ebony Smith.  
Arts and Culture Award – Chelsea Elvery  
Chelsea’s contribution to the Gladstone Ei -
steddfod Association, local musical education 
and other  performance groups demonstrates 
why she won the Gladstone Eisteddfod Pauline 
Newman Spirit  Award in 2020. Her roles have 
ranged from coordinating programming and 
ensuring the smooth  running of the Eistedd -
fod’s Vocal competition to helping music stu -
dents through workshops, group  vocal lessons 
and performance preparation. To top it off, 
Chelsea also volunteers in the musical  com -
munity as a pit pianist and band keyboardist, 
collaborating with others to create a quality  
outcome.  

 · Nominees included: Emily Newman, Tracey 
Lee Smith, Bettina Van Haeften and Anne 
Hooper.

Young Sportsperson Award – Samarah 
Littlemore  
Samarah has been a gymnast since she was 
four years old, and at seven, decided to be-
come an  acrobatic gymnast where she has 
enjoyed much success. She began coaching at 
the legal age of 14  and has been volunteering 
throughout her gymnastics ‘life’ at local com -
petitions, sausage sizzles and  other fundrais-
ers. Samarah has also volunteered her time to 
create dance routines for other team  mem -
bers who’ve been competing or for end of year 

displays. In 2021, she was named Queensland  
State Captain for the National Gymnastics 
titles after seven years of being selected as a 
team  member.  

Samarah has received a long-term service 
award for competing for the Qld acrobatic 
team over five  consecutive years. She be-
lieves the sport has helped her to develop a 
strong mindset and enjoy  academic success 
at school.  

 · Nominees included: Jack Conway, Marc Lu -
magbas Smith and Josie Peters.  

Sports Official Award – Timothy Fowler  
Tim is the driving force behind the Gladstone 
Harbour City BMX Club and is regarded as a 
leader in  the Queensland BMX community. 
He devotes many hours to his roles at the lo -
cal club including  secretary, race director and 
training coordinator and at a higher level with 
the Aus cycling governing  body. Tim is a Level 
2 official who is called on to run major BMX 
events in Central Queensland, as  well as sup-
port State competitions. His work also extends 
to securing major events and funding for  the 
Gladstone club, in turn, boosting the local 
economy.  
Community Event or Initiative Award – 
Agnes Blues, Roots & Rock Festival  
This annual music festival was established 
to overcome a quiet period in the summer 
calendar for  the Agnes Water and 1770 area. 
Now, after the busy holiday period of Decem -
ber and January, local  and visiting music fans 
look forward to sustaining the business and 
tourism outlets during this  festival weekend. 
Originally a Gladstone Regional Council event, 
Discovery Coast Tourism &  Commerce Inc. 
runs the festival with valuable support from 
local groups such as the Lions Club,  Discovery 

Coast Environment Group and the State Emer -
gency Service (SES). More than 120  volunteers 
are committed to giving their time to the festi -
val to ensure its ongoing success.  

 · Nominees included: Rally in the Valley, 
Boyne Burnett Inland Rail Trail, Rainbow in 
the Gardens by  Rainbow on the Reef and 
NAIDOC Week – Heal Country 2021 display 
at Tannum Sands State School.  

Community Volunteer Award – Paul Eyre-
Thompson  
Thommo is well known for his dedication 
to provide more than 220+ hours of service 
in Volunteer in  Policing (VIP) in the past 15 
years. He is a strong advocate of the ‘Lock it or 
Lose it’ program at Boyne  Island and Tannum 
Sands shopping centres averaging more than 
200 vehicle security checks. In a bid  to keep 
his community safe, Thommo performs these 
checks at Beach Arts Music (BAM), Tannum  

Sands Esplanade and the Boyne-Tannum 
HookUp, checking more than 400+ vehicles 
daily. As a  member of VIP, he assists with dis-
plays for Domestic Violence Month and crime 
prevention, as well  as educating students. 
When not at the police station, Thommo visits 
the Bindaree Aged Care Facility  twice a week 
to help sort items for the facility’s garage sales. 
When not volunteering to enforce  community 
safety, Thommo has coached cricket, hockey 
and still performs duty as an umpire.  

 · Nominees included: John Roeser, Robin 
Jones, John Nicholson, Sally Brierley, Donna 
Streeting, Bob  Pailthorpe, Brenda Smith, Di -
ane McDonald and Karen Wardlow.  
Visit www.gladstone.qld.gov.au/australia-

day-awards for more information on nomi -
nees.

Timothy Fowler recieved the Sports Official 
Award. Picture: PETER DAVIS PHOTOGRAPHY

Chelsea Elvery recieved the Arts and Culture 
Award. Picture: PETER DAVIS PHOTOGRAPHY

Samarah Littlemore.Young Citizen of the Year Aaron Yea cuts the cake with Gladstone Regional Mayor Matt Burnett. 
 Picture: PETER DAVIS PHOTOGRAPHY

Amber Rodgers. Paul Eyre.
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AVAILABLE TO 02/02/22

Chicken 
Kievs

Tomato + Mozzarella
(4 pack)

$5.99 Pack

Chicken 
Rissoles
Herb + Garlic

$6.99kg

Compare our PRICE and 
QUALITY with ANY Butcher 

shop or Supermarket in town!

31 YOUNG STREET, BARNEY POINT
TRADING HOURS 

���,�+���/�,�����.�(���
�"�*�������	�-�*���1�����"�/�����
�"�*�����������������"�*Check out our Facebook page! 

PH: 4972 2813

WHOLE M.S.A 
GRAINFED RUMPS

(SLICED)

CRACKED PEPPER + 
WORCESTERSHIRE 
SAUCE SAUSAGES

BRISKET + 
MARROW 
BONES

CHICKEN  
NECKS

BEEF NECK 
BONES

WHOLE GRASSFED 
RUMPS 
(SLICED)

TENDER 
BBQ STEAK

SMOKED HONEY + 
CHORIZO SAUSAGES

M.S.A GRASSFED 
RIB FILLET
(TOP QUALITY)

$18.99 kg $10.99 kg

$2.99 kg $2.99 kg $4.99 kg$16.99 kg

$18.99 kg $10.99 kg

$34.99 kg

WHOLE
WAGYU
RUMPS
(SLICED)

WHOLE
M.S.A 
BRISKETS

GRAINFED 
M.S.A 
SIRLOIN STEAK
(TOP QUALITY)

PRIMO 
TRADITIONAL 
SMOKED 
������������������������

THIN BBQ 
SAUSAGES

PRIMO 
ECONOMY 
BACON

ROASTING
LEGS OF
PORK

$8.99 kg

$8.99 kg
$14.99kg

$8.99 kg

$7.99 kg
$24.99kg

$28.99kg

LEAN 
MINCE

$14.99kg
12
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28

78
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By Brittney Manning 

A new recycling facility will open its doors in 
Boyne Island to provide locals with a conve -
nient collection point to exchange their eli -
gible containers for cash.

CQ Recycling & Recovery Boyne Island will 
open on Monday, 31 January and will trade 
seven days a week as the third facility of its 
kind in the Gladstone region. 

The business has operated in Gladstone 
and Calliope since the Queensland Govern -
ment introduced its Containers for Change 
scheme in 2018.

CQ Recycling & Recovery co-owner and op-
erator Kevin Vickers said customer demand in 
the area and support in existing facilities has 
demonstrated community willingness to re -
cycle.

“We have been running a mobile [in Cal -
liope] for three years as well [and] from cus -
tomer demand, we went to a full-time facility 
and operate six days a week,” Mr Vickers said.

“We have been accepted very well by the 
community and we have a very steady base of 
customers at this stage.”

The new facility is located at 16 Dennis 
Street in Boyne Island.

The Containers for Change scheme has 
collected more than 4,285,870,084 containers 
through its refund points since 2018.

An additional 1,021,932,468 containers 
have also been recycled through kerbside re-
cycling programs. 

Containers can be verified for recycling eli -
gibility by checking the label contacts a 10 cent 
refund icon in the relevant state or territory, 
or by using the Containers for Change app to 
scan the container barcode. 

The recycling facilities request that the lids 
are removed and there is no contamination in -
side the containers.  

Sorting the containers prior to drop-off is 
not a requirement but will improve loading 

times and there is no limit to the number of 
containers that can be recycled. 

Mr Vickers said the scheme has led to many 
positive outcomes for the community, even 
through the pandemic.

“[The scheme] is really beneficial for the 
environment [and] it supplies employment 

for many people.
“We have been supporting many people 

who have been hard hit. 
“Obviously when people lose their jobs and 

use their income, then they need a tradition -
al income and collecting cans is a very good 
source of income,” Mr Vickers said. 

The Containers for Change scheme paused 
its Get Recycling Rich promotion on 14 Janu -
ary, which offers recyclers a chance to win a 
share of $250,000.

People are urged to keep a hold of their re-
cycling receipts as the promotion is expected 
to return soon.

Recycling facility to open 

Recyclers in Boyne Island and Tannum will enjoy the convenience of the new facility. Picture: CQ RECYCLING & RECOVERY
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By Brittney Manning

Today is the last chance for the community 
to cast their vote in the RACQ Community 
Sponsorship Program.

The Westowe Rural Fire Brigade has 
been successfully selected as one of the top 
12 events, programs and activities that are 
meaningful to the Queensland community.

The local brigade has now called on the 
community to return a show of support that 
has been displayed by its volunteers since the 
unit was established in 1954.

Westowe Rural Fire Brigade Third Officer 
Kerrie Darrach said the grant will also pro -
vide funds to fit out a spacious new facility 
with training equipment to equip volunteers 
from Westowe and other brigades with the 
skills and knowledge to protect the commu -
nity.

“We don’t have a training room with our 
old brigade because we don’t have the area or 
room,” Ms Darrach said.

“We’re only small but our new building is 
quite large.

“At the moment we have the shell with 
nothing in it.”

If successful, the brigade will also use the 
funds to create a laundry facility to decon -
taminate personal protection equipment 
worn by volunteers while completing haz -
ard reduction burns and attending emer -
gencies. 

Ms Darrach said, “We go out to a big fire 
and you could be out for more than 12 to 18 
hours.

“It takes you days to get the smell of smoke 
out of your skin and hair.

“We don’t know what we’re walking into 
when we are out in a paddock… because 
we don’t know who’s dumped anything out 
there. 

“We just want to be able to have a wash-
ing machine and a dryer, to have that option 
that we can wash our uniform there instead 
of taking contaminated uniforms home.”

The Westowe brigade is lead by First Offi-
cer Danny Devers.

The RACQ Community Sponsorships pro -
gram gives one of 12 shortlisted community 
groups the opportunity to receive the Peo -
ple’s Choice grant at a value of $4,000.

shortlisted initiatives will also receive 
$4,000 as selected by RACQ’s panel, and the 
remaining seven will look forward to a $1,000 
grant.

The Westowe Rural Fire Brigade under-
takes duties in Westowe, Targinnie and Yar-
wun, as well as attending emergencies in 

surrounding the Gladstone region. 
Ms Darrach described her time spent with 

the brigade as a hobby she has enjoyed for 10 
years while working two jobs.

The brigade is supported by 36 support -
ive volunteers, some of whom work full-
time and part-time jobs, and is seeking to 
strengthen its service.

“[We are] always looking for volunteers 
and they don’t have to be people who live  

in Yarwun itself.
“This is set up so it’ll be there long after 

[our members are] gone and it’ll be there for 
the next set of members,” Ms Darrach said. 

To vote in the RACQ sponsorships pro-
gram, head to the website: www.racq.com.
au/communitysponsorships

Voting will close on Thursday 27 January, 
with the grant recipient to be announced in 
the middle of February.

Volunteers need your vote for community sponsorship

Volunteers at the Westowe Rural Fire Brigade operate in Westowe, Targinnie and Yarwun.  

NEWS  TodayGladstone.com.au 

Get kicking with vouchers
By Brittney Manning

Applications for Round 6 of the state govern -
ment’s FairPlay vouchers are now open in an 
effort to empower young Queenslanders to get 
moving. 

The FairPlay program offers eligible appli -
cants a $150 voucher to be used towards sport 
and active recreation membership, registration 
and participation fees when joining up a club.

To apply, your child must be a Queensland 
resident aged from five to 17 years at the time 
of application.

The child or their guardian must also hold 
a valid Services Australia Health Care Card or 
Pensioner Concession Card with the child’s 
name on it. 

Gladstone clubs have registered as activity 
providers offering sports including golf, judo, 

horse performance, boxing, roller derby, sail -
ing, Navy cadets, and more.

The government encourages a minimum 
of 30 minutes of exercise every day to improve 
and maintain health.

This quota can be achieved and exceeded 
by participating in sports, which also offer 
benefits such as helping to develop a child’s 
intellectual and social skills.

Applications for Round 6 will close on 23 
March 2022 and vouchers are to be redeemed 
prior to expiration on 11 May 2022. 

Visit the Queensland Government FairPlay 
vouchers website to apply for a voucher and 
view a full list of providers.

Clubs interested in becoming an activity 
provider for FairPlay vouchers can also visit 
the website to check their eligibility. 

Check your child’s eligibility online. Picture: QUEENSLAND SPORT AND RECREATION Clubs can register as providers online.
 Picture: BRITTNEY MANNING
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Aus Day at Turkey Beach
The Turkey Beach Progress Association held an Australia Day Breakfast on 26 January and photographer 
MIKE RICHARDS was there to capture all the action. Attractions included a barbecue breakfast, costume 
judging, thong throwing, cow pat throwing, colouring competitions and a cricket match. 

Nathan Cuppit in the dung throwing comp at the Turkey Beach Progress Association held an Australia Day Breakfast.  Picture: MIKE RICHARDS

Charlie Cuppit, 8.

Tayla Hay, 9, won the hat for best dressed.

The Heap family celebrate Australia Day.

Andrew Smith and Trevor Bollinger.

Greg and Pippi Potter, 8, with Rocky, and Cherie Stride.
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Rod and Dorathy Bettiens.

Sally Heap.

Lleyton Totorica.

Judi Clark and Donna Wheeler. llison and Chris Totorica.

Jessica Heap.
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By Eilish Massie  

The 2022 Agnes Blues, Roots & Rock Festival 
has been cancelled due to Covid-19. 

Organisers made the call last week after 
much deliberation. 

It was announced that the 2022 event 
has been cancelled due to the current Co -
vid-19 situation.

“This was not an easy decision to make, 
there is plenty of disappointment and frus -
tration from the team who work tirelessly 
behind the scenes, however the health and 
safety of patrons, performers, stallholders, 
volunteers and the community must al -
ways take precedence,” the team said.

This will be the first time the festival is 
to be cancelled since the Covid pandemic 
began, as the festival was held in 2020 and 
2021.

The 2023 dates have been confirmed for 
February 17 to 19 and organisers hope the 
event will be a ‘big one’.

All tickets for the 2022 festival have been 
automatically transferred to the 2023 event.

“Regular festival goers will recall this 
event was postponed by one month in 
2015, when Cyclone Marcia was skirting off 
the coast,” the team said.

“Some of the core festival organis -
ing team were part of that reschedule, so 
there‘s plenty of experience in critical deci -
sion making and how best to cater for the 
loyal patrons of this festival.

“Everyone was looking forward to this 
year’s festival, especially after such a turbu -
lent year. The Agnes Water & Town of 1770 
community and businesses thank you for 
your ongoing support, and we really look 
forward to seeing you in 2023.” 

Anyone who would like a refund should 
email tickets@dctc.com.au prior to August 
31, 2022.

Refunds will be offered and processed 
up until 31 August 2022. 

Popular festival cancelled: It’s ‘safety first’ for blues fest

Agnes Blues and Roots Festival organisers made the call to cancel this year’s event 

NEWS  TodayGladstone.com.au 

New record for fuel cost
By Khrysti Balanay  

RACQ has revealed fuel price records had been 
broken in parts of the State as the cost of un-
leaded petrol (ULP) reached new highs.

The daily average price of ULP had sur-
passed records set in November 2021 in parts 
of the far north, north and central Queensland.

RACQ spokesperson Kate Leonard-Jones 
said prices would likely continue to climb in 
the coming days.

“There are a number of international fac -
tors that have sparked the recent increase in 
petrol prices across regional Queensland, in -
cluding a rise in global oil prices and supply 
and demand issues,” Ms Leonard-Jones said.

“Daily average ULP prices in major regional 
centres have been creeping up slowly, rising 
between one and three cents per litre (cpl) 
over the past seven days, and we haven’t seen 
the end of it yet.

“These records are likely to be broken again 
as prices continue to rise.”

Three months ago, CQ Today examined the 
results found on the RACQ website and com -
pared fuel prices within the region. 

The data was initially collected on Monday, 
25 October 2021 and has been compared with 
figures from Tuesday, 25 January 2022. 

The price difference in Rockhampton starts 
with 162.9 at Lakes Creek Servo to 171.9 at 
Smithys Driveway Service Glenmore Road. 

The figures of October show the unleaded 
fuel prices at 157.7 at Puma Rockhampton De-
pot, increasing to 172.9 at Smithys Driveway 
Service on Glenmore Road.  

Gladstone has recorded lower fuel prices 
than Rockhampton, starting at 157.9 at Metro 
Petroleum and rising to 165.9 at BP Gladstone 
Airport. 

The results in October show the cheapest 
fuel was located at Puma Gladstone Depot at 
155.7 and reached 169.9 at BP Gladstone Air-
port.

In January, Caltex Woolworths Emerald re -
corded their unleaded fuel price at 159.9, with 
Caltex Emerald coming in at 175.9

In October, the price of unleaded started 
at 159.7 at Puma Emerald Depot and rose to 
169.9 at Caltex Emerald. 

Ms Leonard-Jones said motorists should 

shop around for the cheapest fuel.
“There is still up to 10cpl difference be -

tween the cheapest sites to the most expen-
sive,” she said.

“No matter where you live in Queensland, 
make sure you use apps like RACQ’s Fair Fuel 
Finder to track down the service stations near 
you with the best deals.” 

The price of fuel has broken records set in November last year.
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Q&A  with Boyne Smelters Ltd (BSL) General Manager Lesley Bryce

What is the best advice you’ve ever received?
Be the best version of yourself.

What is something you do in your spare time?
I love fishing.

What is something most people don’t know 
about you?
I am a snowboarder.

What’s your favourite spot in the Gladstone 
region?
My favourite spot would be Tannum Sands 
beach – or anywhere to walk my dogs, Cooper 
and Daisy.

What would be your last meal if you could 
choose?
Haggis in a creamy whisky sauce.

Which celebrity guests (dead or alive) would 
you invite to a dinner party?
Barack Obama, Richard Branson & Robin Wil -
liams.

Who is your favourite movie star and what 
do you admire about him or her?
Morgan Freeman, he was excellent in the 
Shawshank Redemption and can act in many 
different movie types from Driving Miss Daisy 
to Unforgiven.

What is one of your greatest achievements?
I was both proud and humbled to be recog -
nised in Women in Mining’s 2020 WIM100 as 
1 of 100 global inspirational leaders in mining.

If you had to choose three items to take with 
you on a trip to a deserted island, which 
would they be?
A fishing net to get some food, box of matches 
to start a fire to cook the fish I catch and a giant 
bottle of sunscreen as my Scottish skin burns 
quickly!

THREE … 
about the 
Mesozoic Era

1
The Triassic Period 
This is the first period of the 
Mesozoic Era, which ran 248 to 
200 million years ago. The Earth 
had one huge continent known 
as Pangaea, which began to 
break up in the mid-Triassic. The 
most celebrated event was the 
evolution of the dinosaurs. The 
dinosaurs shared the space with 
the archosaurs, which means 
ruling reptiles. 

2
The Jurassic Period 
This period spanned 65 million 
years and started around 205 
million years ago to 135 million 
years ago. During the middle of 
the Jurassic period, the continent 
split, leaving a northern part 
called Laurasia (mainly North 
America and Europe) and a 
southern part called Gondwana 
(mainly South America, Africa, 
and Australia). 

3
The Cretaceous Period 
The last period of the Mesozoic 
Era began 145 million years ago 
and finished 66 million years 
ago. Although dinosaurs were the 
dominant animals of the period, 
many modern animals, including 
the placental mammals, 
made their debut during the 
Cretaceous. A  mass extinction 
event, possibly a huge meteorite, 
marked the end of the period.

 TodayGladstone.com.au  GLADSTONE’S BEST
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More bloody legends needed to save lives 
Ergon Energy and Energex’ “bloody legends” 
made a massive difference to the lives of 
Queenslanders in 2021 by giving 865 plasma 
donations and 457 whole blood donations to 
save an estimated 4086 lives.

Executive General Manager Customer Mi -
chael Dart said Australian Red Cross Lifeblood 
is an essential service for our communities, 
just like Ergon Energy Network and Energex.

“Every storm season Ergon Energy and 
Energex crews roll up their sleeves to help 
impacted communities and customers, but 
there’s also dozens of bloody legends in all 
parts of the businesses who help save lives all 
year around with plasma and whole blood do -
nations,” Michael said.

“At the moment, only half of appointments 
made to donate are being followed through, 
with a lot of regular donors isolating or unwell 
due to COVID.”

“Red Cross Lifeblood needs 31,000 blood 
donations every week and a new blood donor 
every 5 minutes to keep up with demand so it’s 
important that anyone who is willing and able 
consider making a booking to donate – even if 
it’s for the first time.”

Red Cross Lifeblood Group Account Man -
ager Liam Richardson said Ergon Energy and 
Energex had been incredibly generous and 
asked other businesses to encourage their 
people to follow suit.

“It’s great to see businesses with large work-
forces Like Ergon and Energex really get be-
hind the message that we need more donors,” 
Liam said.

“I really encourage anyone who’s inter -

ested in learning more about donating blood 
or plasma to go to the Red Cross Lifeblood 
website and, if they’re willing and able, book 
a time. They’ll be making a real difference  

to someone’s life.”
Find out how to donate as a group here: 

lifeblood.com.au/blood/eligibility#donate-
as-a-group 

Here’s another Ergon Energy crew whose blood is worth bottling. Rhett Allen, Clayton Stewart, Jack 
Jordan and Alex Moscatt (pictured L-R) are based at Pinnacle, west of Mackay. Their collective 
donation has the potential to save a dozen lives.

Land within the Gladstone Regional 
Council Local Government Area is now 
available for tenders to respond. 

The Gladstone Area Water Board 
(GAWB) has invited tenders for the agist -
ment of land for the purpose of grazing 
livestock. 

Eight parcels of GAWB land are avail-
able around the Lake Awoonga Catch-
ment within the Gladstone Regional 
Council Local Government Area. 

Respondents can submit for one or 
more separable portions and the GAWB 
may elect to award one or more separa-
ble portions to one or more respondents.

Each parcel of land will be estab-
lished for a period of two years. 

Details regarding each parcel of land 
has been listed in Schedule 5 of the Re-
quest for Tender. 

Further information can be sought 
by contacting the Gladstone Area Water 
Board or by lodging an enquiry on the 
QTenders Forum. 

Invitation for tenders will close on 
5pm 28 January 2022. 

GRC land 
open for 
tenders
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New image for old business
By Eilish Massie  

After 34 years servicing the region, one Glad-
stone business has shifted its sights onto 
something bigger. 

Gladstone Refrigeration & Air-Condition -
ing (GRA) has undergone a major rebrand in 
a move to expand the business in the near fu -
ture. 

Owner and Director, Mark Meyer, estab -
lished the business with the goal of provid -
ing premium-quality services to residential, 

commercial and industrial property owners 
throughout Central and Western Queensland. 

More than three decades later, he now leads 
a team of highly skilled technicians, who have 
more than 100 years’ combined experience in 
a number of fields.

One of them is operations manager Rick 
Bean, who joined the team last December. 

After moving to Gladstone from Victoria in 
2019, Mr Bean said the team was focused on 
improving the business. 

“The new brand is more or less incor -

porating not only Gladstone but Central 
Queensland and Queensland in general,” Mr 
Bean said. 

Mr Bean said in a very competitive market, 
GRA were committed to making its customer 
service and local identity its main priority. 

“Mark is very passionate about his busi -
ness, he has put his blood, sweat and tears to 
bring it up to where it is today,” he said. 

“It’s a very competitive market, we’re not the 
only ones in town…the bottom line is we have 
to do things better, and offer that solution.” 

Mr Bean said he was excited to see the busi-
ness grow by next year. 

“GRA are going through a very exciting time 
and are really changing their stamp in the 
area,” he said. 

“If  I could bring something here and some 
of my experience, it would be to help guide the 
service.

“One thing for certain is that our customer 
service is our number one priority and that’s 
what we are working towards.”

GRA operations manager Rick Bean and �nance and admin manager Julianne Grice.
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HOW DID YOU SPEND THE 
AUSTRALIA DAY HOLIDAY?

Spent the day at Red Rock trail in Agnes 
Waters.  - Jason

Stayed at home and watched the cricket. 
 - Marie and Albert

Had a few drinks and cooked snags on the 
BBQ.   - Georgia

LYNCHY’S JOKE OF THE WEEK 
Four friends in Rocky were to take their chem -
istry exam on Monday morning.

The weekend before their exam they decid -
ed to visit mates down in Gladstone and have 
a big party.

They had an absolute ball and slept all Sun-
day and didn’t make it back until early Monday 
morning.

Rather than taking the test Monday morn -
ing they waited until the afternoon to advise 
the Professor why they missed the exam.

They said that they had visited mates in 
Gladstone and on the way back they had a flat 
tyre.

That’s why they had missed the initial exam.
The Professor agreed for them to take the 

exam the next day where the four mates were 
so relieved of his decision and studied hard 
that Monday night.

The next day the Professor placed them in 
separate rooms and gave them a test booklet.

They quickly answered the first problem 
which was worth five marks out of 100. This is 
easy, they thought.

With each of them in a different room they 
were pretty confident how it was all going. 
They then turned to the second page where it 
was written, For the remaining 95 marks,

Which tyre????

ON THIS DAY 

NATIONAL CHOCOLATE CAKE 
DAY IS CELEBRATED ON  
27 JANUARY

Important Events

1820: Russian Antarctic Expedition led 
by Fabian Gottlieb von Bellingshausen 
and Mikhail Lazarev discover the conti -
nent of Antarctica

1825: US Congress approves Indian Ter-
ritory (present-day Oklahoma), clearing 
the way for the forced relocation of the 
Eastern Indian tribes via the “Trail of 
Tears”

1888: The National Geographic Society 
is founded in Washington, D.C. for “the 
increase and diffusion of geographic 
knowledge”

1924: Lenin placed in Mausoleum in 
Red Square, Moscow

1944: Siege of Leningrad lifted by the So-
viets after 880 days and more than 2 mil -
lion Russians killed

1945: Soviet troops liberate Auschwitz 
and Birkenau Concentration Camps in 
Poland

1973: US & North Vietnam’s William 
Rogers & Nguyen Duy Trinh sign cease-
fire, ending longest US war and military 
draft 

The power of friendships 

It is one of the many valuable things that 
can be built, and it doesn’t rely on your so -
cial standing. It doesn’t matter how much or 
how little money you have or how successful 
in life you are. True friendship is about peo -
ple accepting you for who you are, not who 
you could or should be. You will find good 
friends over the back fence, on the sporting 
field, through work, or social environment. 
Your best friend can easily be found inside of 
a marriage or partnership, this friendship is 
one that has developed through the course 
of time together, it is tested by the ups and 
downs and through the challenges faced in 
everyday life.

We should all have friends that we can rely 
on. Their friendship is shown through their 
advice, someone to talk things over with or 
just being a physical presence to help lift that 
sheet of Gyproc, move that lounge, or load that 
heavy object into the trailer or ute. For some 
it is the ease of conversation based around 
their shared interests, solving shared prob -
lems, or just enjoying each other’s company 
over a cup of tea or other refreshments. It can 
be a friendly neighbour, who always says hello 
and asks, “how everything is going”, or who in 
passing notices that you are struggling with 
a task and offers to come over and help. This 
association can easily grow into a friendship, 
one that will last through home or job reloca -
tions and time. Friendships tend to shape and 
strengthen people’s character, helping to keep 
us grounded in life and understanding what is 
important to us.

Some of your friends come from childhood, 
time spent in the same learning environments, 
moving on through years, new classes, and 

teachers, an ever changing circle of acquain -
tances who move in and out of their sphere of 
influence.  

These are the people that CQ Today would 
like to highlight in the pages of our newspaper. 
With your help and guidance, we would like to 
highlight the benefits of having Good Friend -
ships, telling your story on how important and 
valuable your friendships have been to you. As 
individuals we see ourselves as humble, not 
seeking to show ourselves to others or want-
ing to be placed on a pedestal. But with your 

encouragement please allow our readers to see 
a world where Covid, politics, criticism or hate 
don’t dominate the headlines each day. If by 
telling the story of your friendship our readers 
can see and recognise the considerable good 
that is built in our communities. This is what 
we at CQ Today would like to showcase and 
encourage.

Australians have always believed in mate -
ship and a fair go, we are noted for our hu -
mour which has been described as a little off 
center, we offer up self-deprecating humour 

to underscore how un-unique we see our -
selves, but our story of life and friendship is 
valuable.

If you would like to help recognise the ben -
efits that someone has brought to your life 
through help or friendship, we would like to 
talk to you. Please contact our team of Journal -
ists by phone or email. Their contact details 
are shown on the bottom left of page two of 
our newspaper, Matthew, Liam, Khrysti, Trish, 
Eilish or Brittney are looking forward to your 
contact. 

OPINION Letters: Editorial@TodayGladstone.com.au
Text: 0456 749 126

 TodayGladstone.com.au   OPINION

Today’s 
View

We would love to hear from you. Send us an email regarding a friend who is always there for you.
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OPINION Matt Canavan

Give all Australians a say
Most mornings (when I remember to) I put up 
the Australian flag out the front of our house. I 
feel enormous gratitude for living in this great 
country and raising the flag is a small ritual to 
remember how lucky I am.

Just before Christmas I shared a picture of 
the flag on Facebook, saying how lucky we are. 
Plenty of people liked the post and shared that 
sentiment. A significant number, however, felt 
they could not be proud of Australia given the 
increasingly draconian and bureaucratic Co -
vid restrictions on their lives.

That saddened me because not all are get-
ting a fair go in Australia right now. We are not 
a perfect country but one of our aspirations 
should be to give all Australians a fair go.

This is not just about the vaccine mandates. 
This week we learnt that Queensland Hospi -
tals have been ripping newborn babies from 
their mothers because the Mum might be a 
close contact. Aleasha Pique described how it 
was “the longest day of my life” when the hos -
pital took her new baby off her. She was told 
it could be days until she was reunited as they 
waited for a PCR test.

My office has been contacted by a teacher 
from Emerald who is facing the loss of her job 
because of bureaucracy gone mad. She has a 
medical exemption from the vaccine, an ex -
emption that has been recognised by the De -
partment of Education. However, under the 
unfair rules she has to get a PCR test every day 
to go to work! That is not something she can do 
in Emerald. Now she is being asked to seek an 
“exemption from the exemption” and has been 
told that could take months to process.

Meanwhile she is facing weeks without an 
income.

Another constituent can not attend an Aus -
tralian citizenship ceremony because she is 
unvaccinated. There are meant to be online 
ceremonies available in these circumstances 
but she is currently being buck-passed be -
tween Canberra and the council over who is 
responsible.

So much of my job is now taken up with  
trying to get common sense outcomes from 
the army of Covid overlords that now rule our 
lives. As US commentator, Bari Weiss, said 
this week we now have a pandemic of bu -
reaucracy. To get our country back we need 

to overthrow these pen-pushers and restore 
common sense.

You can not deliver common sense out -
comes when you are trying to deliver them 
through the clauses and subclauses of public 
health orders. These new “laws”, which have 
gone through no Parliament, are not writ -
ten by scientists, they are written by lawyers. 
Hence, the spiderweb of red tape that average 
Australians find themselves in through no fault 
of their own.

And the Queensland State Government 

behind these laws is reluctant to admit any 
fault. Just before Christmas the State Govern-
ment enforced vaccine mandates and have 
forced thousands of Queenslanders out of 
work, exacerbating shortages in our hospitals 
and transport systems. We were promised that 
this would help us tackle the virus when we 
opened the border.

The data is in, the vaccine mandates have 
failed. Before the mandates, Queensland had 
recorded just 2200 coronavirus cases. In the 
past month, while we have had to show a green 

tick to go out and about, we have recorded 
342,586 coronavirus cases. Vaccine mandates 
have not worked.

The vaccines have worked. While every 
death is tragic, just 0.04 per cent of coronavi -
rus cases now end in death. That is down from 
over 3 per cent in 2020, and it is about half the 
fatality rate of the flu.

Now that vaccines are available we should 
dismantle the bureaucratic Covid state. That 
will be the best way to return to the land of the 
fair go by Australia Day 2023. 

Time to flip the script and talk up those expectations
“If you want to change your life, begin by 
changing your words. Start speaking the 
words of your dreams, of who you want to 
become, not the words of fear and failure” – 
Robert Kiyosaki. 

Our inner-dialogue can make or break us. 
On the days we feel the mind-numbing ef -
fects of negative thinking, we owe it to our -
selves to try and flip the script. 

Achieving our goals and living the life 
we truly want could be one simple positive 
thought away. The words we repeat to our -
selves in our minds begin to shine through in 
our actions, our view of the world and how 
we interact with it.

If we continue to tell ourselves we can’t 
do something, we are likely to quit before we 
even try which will never give us the chance 
to achieve it. If our self-talk is negative, we’re 
telling our body and being that we are never 
going to experience positive outcomes. If we 
change up the dialogue in our minds to carry 
a soft, kind and positive tone, it sets a much 
healthier scene that will support greater suc -
cess, genuine happiness, a stronger sense of 
self-love and immeasurable peace.  

“Our mind is a garden, our thoughts are 
the seeds, you can grow flowers or you can 
grow weeds” – Ritu Ghatourey. 

For most of this year, my weed-riddled 
thoughts got very good at holding me back, 

putting me down and they eventually confis-
cated my confidence. I found myself deeply 
unhappy, tangled in one big cognitive cob -
web and I didn’t know how to get out. 

Then a glimmer of hope shone my way 
and this beautiful beam of positivity began 
to chip away at all the negativity I had grown 
accustomed to. I had talked myself into an 
unhealthy mindset and I am beyond grate -
ful to those who could help me to break free 
from it. They encouraged me to talk my way 
into a healthier mindset instead. 

Each and every one of us deserves to live 
with a kind subconscious and an ever-pres -
ent awareness that we are good enough. The 
hard work we put in today contributes to a 
better tomorrow, for ourselves and for others. 

Self-talk doesn’t just affect us as individu -
als; it stretches much further. It influences 
our presence in society, it drives constructive 
or destructive action, it inspires us to make 

a difference or remain indifferent, and it can 
build a bridge or burn it. 

Talking down to ourselves is never going 
to lift us up. We have to be brave and decide 
how our self-talk will serve ourselves as well 
as the people around us. How we speak to 
ourselves can impact our perspective and 

how we engage with the world beyond. 
We are the scriptwriters. Only we can de -

cide on the words we live by. Self-talk is pow -
erful. It can change our habits, our circum -
stances, our relationships with ourselves and 
others, and ultimately, it can change our lives 
for the better.  

On the days we feel the effects of negative thinking, we owe it to ourselves to try and flip the 
script.

THIS WEEK 
WITH 

JORDIE
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COMMUNITY EVENTS BILLBOARD

KNOW OF AN 
EVENT HAPPENING 
IN OUR REGION?*

To add it to our Community Events 
Billboard, contact  

 editorial@todaygladstone.com.au 
*Event information correct at time of print. 
Event details are subject to change at the 

discretion of the event organisation. While we 
endeavour to include as many events as we 
can, Gladstone Today cannot guarantee the 

inclusion of every event. 

JANUARY

Thursday 27 January 
LinkedIn Local Gladstone

LinkedIn Local Gladstone is a business meetup concept 
with a difference. It allows you to connect and engage with 
your local business networks in Gladstone and you don’t 
have to be on LinkedIn to attend. So come along to this free 
‘no-pitch’ event and network over some nibbles and drinks 
in a great atmosphere and just chat and enjoy and make 
some new business friends and connections.

Time: 5pm to 7pm

Location: Auckland House, East Shores, Gladstone. 

For more information see their Facebook page. 

FEBRUARY

Tuesday 1 February 
General Meeting of Council 

This meeting will also be live-streamed on Council’s 
Facebook and a recording of the meeting will be posted on 
social media. 

Time: 9am

Location: Council Chambers - Civic Centre, 101 Goondoon 
Street, Gladstone. 

For more information contact Council on 07 4970 0700.

Wednesday 2 February 
Gladstone Playgroup - Nurture and Nutrition

Combining a supportive playground facilitated by Circle 
of Security trained caregivers to increase parenting, 
con�dence, develop social skills and family support 
networks whilst creating nutritional morning teas to be 
shared together in the session. 

Time: 9.30am to 11.30am

Location: Nutchee Building, Phillip Street Precinct, 1 
Pengelly Street, Gladstone. 

For more information contact Crystal on 0497 704 113. 

Yoga for Pre-Teens (9-12)

On the mat our brain and body are �nding ways to relax 
more, regulate and cope well with the experiences and 
obstacles of life. This ability then transfers into building 
positive wellbeing and resilience.

Time: 3.30pm to 4.30pm

Location Thrive Local, Shop 2, 65 Tank Street, West 
Gladstone. 

For more information and to purchase tickets visit https://
www.eventbrite.com.au/ 

Yoga for Teens (13+)

On the mat our brain and body are �nding ways to relax 
more, regulate and cope well with the experiences and 
obstacles of life. This ability then transfers into building 
positive wellbeing and resilience.

Time: 4.30pm to 5.30pm

Location Thrive Local, Shop 2, 65 Tank Street, West 
Gladstone. 

For more information and to purchase tickets visit https://
www.eventbrite.com.au/ 

Friday 4 February 
Celtic Illusion

Immerse yourself in one of the most unique productions 
touring the world. A breathtaking array of experiences, 
fusing Irish Dance, Magic and in�uential �avours of Fosse 
Michael Jackson, with a Broadway style. 

Time: 7:30pm to 10:30pm

Location: Gladstone Entertainment Convention Centre 56 
Goondoon Street, Gladstone.

For more information and tickets see https://
gladstoneentertainment.com/

Saturday 5 February 
Rockaria - The Elo Experience

Delivering a captivating live concert recreating the 
unforgettable sound of Jeff Lynne’s The Electric Light 
Orchestra. This is a tribute concert not to be missed. 

Time: 8pm to 10.30pm

Location: Gladstone Entertainment Convention Centre, 56 
Goondoon Street, Gladstone. 

For more information and tickets see https://
gladstoneentertainment.com/

Tuesday 8 February 
Microgreens Workshop

Learn how to feed yourself from a sustainable window sill 
garden. This workshop will take you through the process of 
how to grow and maintain microgreens in your kitchen. 

Time: 5.30pm to 7.30pm

Location: Tondoon Botanic Gardens, 672 Glenlyon Road, 
Gladstone. 

For more information or to book a place call 4971 4444 or 
email tondoon@gladstone.qld.gov.au.

Wednesday 9 February 
Yoga for Pre-Teens (9-12)

On the mat our brain and body are �nding ways to relax 
more, regulate and cope well with the experiences and 
obstacles of life. This ability then transfers into building 
positive wellbeing and resilience.

Time: 3.30pm to 4.30pm

Location Thrive Local, Shop 2, 65 Tank Street, West 
Gladstone. 

For more information and to purchase tickets visit https://
www.eventbrite.com.au/ 

Yoga for Teens (13+)

On the mat our brain and body are �nding ways to relax 
more, regulate and cope well with the experiences and 
obstacles of life. This ability then transfers into building 
positive wellbeing and resilience.

Time: 4.30pm to 5.30pm

Location Thrive Local, Shop 2, 65 Tank Street, West 
Gladstone. 

For more information and to purchase tickets visit https://
www.eventbrite.com.au/ 

Sunday 13 February 
Market Day

Historical Village Market is coming up again for the �rst 
market of 2022 and it’ll be big. Bring your friends and 
family along for a wander around the huge variety of stalls.

Time: 8am to 12pm

Location: Calliope River Historical Village

Always looking for new stallholders so please book online 
at www.callioperiverhistoricalvillage.com

Tuesday 15 February 
General Meeting of Council 

This meeting will also be live-streamed on Council’s 
Facebook and a recording of the meeting will be posted on 
social media. 

Time: 9am

Location: Council Chambers - Civic Centre, 101 Goondoon 
Street, Gladstone. 

For more information contact Council on 07 4970 0700.

Wednesday 16 February 
Yoga for Pre-Teens (9-12)

On the mat our brain and body are �nding ways to relax 
more, regulate and cope well with the experiences and 
obstacles of life. This ability then transfers into building 
positive wellbeing and resilience.

Time: 3.30pm to 4.30pm

Location Thrive Local, Shop 2, 65 Tank Street, West 
Gladstone. 

For more information and to purchase tickets visit https://
www.eventbrite.com.au/ 

Yoga for Teens (13+)

On the mat our brain and body are �nding ways to relax 
more, regulate and cope well with the experiences and 
obstacles of life. This ability then transfers into building 
positive wellbeing and resilience.

Time: 4.30pm to 5.30pm

Location Thrive Local, Shop 2, 65 Tank Street, West 
Gladstone. 

For more information and to purchase tickets visit https://
www.eventbrite.com.au/ 

Saturday 19 February 
Kevin Bloody Wilson

The Kevin Bloody Wilson Show is not just a concert 
performance, for most, it’s a full on event and an 
opportunity to tick from your bucket-list a chance to see 
Australia’s most unique International comedy legend. Kevin 
has become a national institution – a must see for any 

person wanting to see absolute original Australian comedy.

Time: 7:30pm

Location: Harvey Road Tavern, Gladstone. 

For more information and tickets see https://liveatyourlocal.
com.au/ 

Sunday 20 February 
Rotary Charity Markets

Come along and see the beautiful Tondoon Botanic Gardens 
come alive with food, craft, fruit and vegetables and much 
more. 

Time: 7am to 12pm

Location: Tondoon Botanic Gardens, 672 Glenlyon Road, 
Gladstone. 

For more information, see the Gladstone Regional Council 
website.

Tuesday 22 February 
The Andrews Sisters Tribute Show

Together the khaki-clad trio have a new stylish show and 
are bringing back the gorgeous three-party harmony and 
the toe-tapping tunes of the Andrews Sisters!

Time: 11am (morning tea from 10am)

Location: Gladstone Entertainment Convention Centre, 56 
Goondoon Street, Gladstone. 

For more information visit the Gladstone Entertainment 
Convention Centre website.

Mastering Compost Workshop

Turn your garden waste into garden gold. Tondoon’s 
Mastering Compost Worshop will give you all the 
information you need to make compost at home.

Time: 5.30pm to 7.30pm

Location: Tondoon Botanic Gardens, 672 Glenlyon Road, 
Gladstone.

For more information or to book call 4971 4444 or email 
tondoon@gladstone.qld.gov.au.

Wednesday 23 February 

Yoga for Pre-Teens (9-12)

On the mat our brain and body are �nding ways to relax 
more, regulate and cope well with the experiences and 
obstacles of life. This ability then transfers into building 
positive wellbeing and resilience.

Time: 3.30pm to 4.30pm

Location Thrive Local, Shop 2, 65 Tank Street, West 
Gladstone. 

For more information and to purchase tickets visit https://
www.eventbrite.com.au/ 

Yoga for Teens (13+)

On the mat our brain and body are �nding ways to relax 
more, regulate and cope well with the experiences and 
obstacles of life. This ability then transfers into building 
positive wellbeing and resilience.

Time: 4.30pm to 5.30pm

Location Thrive Local, Shop 2, 65 Tank Street, West 
Gladstone. 

For more information and to purchase tickets visit https:/
www.eventbrite.com.au/ 

Sunday 27 February 
Calliope Rotary Markets

Markets for everyone with entertainment and food. 

Time: 8am to 12pm 

Location: Chapman Park, 3 Taragoola Road, Calliope. 

For more information call Susan on 0414 874 721.

MARCH 

Tuesday 1 March 
General Meeting of Council 

This meeting will also be live-streamed on Council’s 

Facebook and a recording of the meeting will be posted on 
social media. 

Time: 9am

Location: Council Chambers - Civic Centre, 101 Goondoon 
Street, Gladstone. 

For more information contact Council on 07 4970 0700.

Wednesday 2 March 
Yoga for Pre-Teens (9-12)

On the mat our brain and body are �nding ways to relax 
more, regulate and cope well with the experiences and 
obstacles of life. This ability then transfers into building 
positive wellbeing and resilience.

Time: 3.30pm to 4.30pm

Location Thrive Local, Shop 2, 65 Tank Street, West 
Gladstone. 

For more information and to purchase tickets visit https://
www.eventbrite.com.au/ 

Yoga for Teens (13+)

On the mat our brain and body are �nding ways to relax 
more, regulate and cope well with the experiences and 
obstacles of life. This ability then transfers into building 
positive wellbeing and resilience.

Time: 4.30pm to 5.30pm

Location Thrive Local, Shop 2, 65 Tank Street, West 
Gladstone. 

For more information and to purchase tickets visit https://
www.eventbrite.com.au/ 

Friday 4 March 
Drag Queen Bingo 

Hold on to your balls! Miss Lady Saint Diva is back with 
her girls. 

Time: 5.30pm to 9.30pm

Location: Club Gladstone at The Bowlo, 6A Ferris Street, 
Gladstone City. 

For more information and tickets visit https://www.
eventbrite.com.au/ 

Saturday 5 March 
Beach Arts Music (BAM) Markets

Live entertainment, great food and a huge variety of market 
stalls. Bring a blanket and some chairs and make an 
afternoon of it. 

Time: 2pm to 7pm

Location: Millennium Esplanade, Tannum Sands. 

For more information visit https://btabc.com.au/bam/ 

Parks Week 2022

Join Gladstone Regional Council in celebrating Parks Week 
2022. This year’s focus is on how spending time in our 
parks and open spaces positively in�uence our wellbeing. 
Tondoon Botanic Gardens and various parks around our 
region will host an array of exciting activities. 

Note this event is on until Sunday, 13 March. 

Time: 8am to 5pm 

Location: Tondoon Botanic Gardens, 672 Glenlyon Road, 
Gladstone. 

For more information visit http://www.parks-week.org/

Sunday 6 March 
Clean Up Australia Day 

We are all part of the problem but you can be involved as 
part of the solution. 

Get involved: Business Clean Up (Tuesday, 1 March), School 
Clean up (Friday, 4 March), and Step Up to Clean up as a 
Community (Sunday, 6 March).

Time: 6am to 5pm

Location: Various

To register online visit https://www.cleanupaustraliaday.
org.au/
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What are you going to sell: Part 3: Is your product viable?
By James Harris 

If you have been following along with the last 
two editions, at this point you will know: 

 · The product you are going to sell. 

 · Who you are going to use as a supplier.

 · How much the unit cost is (including ship -
ping) to purchase each unit.

 · How many competitors do you have and 
their average sale price. 
Now you need to determine if your product 

is actually financially viable from a business 
standpoint.  The unfortunate reality is that not 
every great idea makes for a good business. 

If you have discovered that competitors are 
selling the same product for less than you can 
buy it, obviously you need to find a different 
product. You simply go back to the start and 
work through each step covered so far over 
again.

If you have learned that you can buy a prod -
uct for less than your competitors are selling 
it, the product has potential. However, it still 
might not be financially viable. The next step 
is to decide how much you will sell your prod -
uct for, taking into account your competitors 
selling price. If the product your competitors 
are selling is identical, you may need to engage 
in price-based competition because there may 
be no other way to differentiate the product.  
This means pricing as low as you can, at least 
until you can build up stronger reviews than 
competitors.   

Now you have decided on a sale price, you 
are going to subtract your total purchase price 
per unit (make sure you have included ship -
ping costs payable by you when you are pur -
chasing units as discussed previously) from 

your intended sale price. This gives you your 
profit margin per unit. 
PROFIT PER UNIT = SALE PRICE – 
(PURCHASE COST + SHIPPING TO YOU) 
Next, you need to figure out how much you 
want to make each week for your business to 

be worthwhile from your own personal per -
spective. There is no right answer to this ques -
tion. As a lean startup, if you have no other 
source of income, you might want to consider 
how much it costs to pay your bills and put 
food on the table each week.  If you still have 

a day job, you can obviously work on a much 
lower income target.

You are now going to divide your income 
target by the profit per unit that you calculated 
above.  This will tell you roughly how many 
units you need to sell each week to make the 
minimum amount you want to earn.  You also 
need to consider your personal tax situation at 
this point, because this profit may be taxable 
at the end of the financial year. 
NUMBER OF SALES NEEDED = DESIRED 
INCOME / PROFIT PER UNIT
Once you know the number of sales you need 
each week to make the income you want, you 
will need to estimate if this seems reasonable. 
This will require some informed guess work. 

For example, if you are going to sell a prod-
uct that only a small subgroup of the popula -
tion will buy and you know that they will buy 
it infrequently, you may have a problem. You 
might need to find a way to increase your po -
tential customer base, increase your profit 
margin, or worst case, start over with a new 
product.  

A great case study is the bedding industry. 
Many people struggle to understand why mat -
tresses can be so expensive. The markup on 
mattresses can be 900%. However, mattress 
retailers also know that on average a customer 
will only buy a mattress once every 8 years, so 
they need a very high profit on each sale be-
cause the sales are so infrequent.

If you have a question about starting a busi -
ness or running your existing business, we’d 
love to hear from you because we’ll select new 
questions to answer here every two weeks.  You 
can submit your question to james@qsb-con -
sulting.com using the subject ‘CQToday’.

Almost as large as the Wedge-tailed 
Eagle, the White-bellied Sea-Eagle is 
a spectacular bird with its contrast -
ing white and dark grey plumage! They 
seemingly soar effortlessly, even against 
very strong winds. 

Their food is primarily marine life 
such as fish, turtles and sea snakes but 
in the local area, they regularly take fruit 
bats (flying foxes) for a meal too.

Adult birds mate for life and will use 
the same nest for many years. Locally, 
breading takes place during winter with 
the young fledging in spring.

In this image, an adult is about to land 
on a tree branch not far from its nest.   

Eagle 
feasts on 
marine life
BIRDS OF 
BOYNE & 
TANNUM
BOB TRASK

The White-bellied Sea-Eagle is a 
spectacular sight.

Keeping up with 
the wine trends

The first thing to acknowledge is that the con -
cept of a trend or the idea of change, has been 
around for a long time in the world of wine.

I used to associate the word trend with 
fashion, which appeared to develop a new 
look for each new season. In the world of so-
cial media, if something trends it is the topic of 
many posts. The world of wine is full of devel -
opments and changes that have caused trends 
to start.

A noticeable trend in society has been the 
need to know more about and then purchase 
small-batch food and drink produce. Along -
side a growing interest in everything environ -
mentally friendly and sustainable. Farmers 
markets could be a major trend this year. Of -
fering independent bakeries, coffee roasters 
and butchers. And of course organic fresh food 
and vegetables from local farms.

So, its not surprising that interest in Organ -
ic Wines has shown growth. Winemaking can 
be divided into two categories; conventional 
and organic. Conventional may use synthetic 
chemicals. Organic wines are produced with -
out the use of any synthetic chemicals what -
soever. Herbicides and pesticides are not used. 
They are replaced by a self-regulating, natural 
ecosystem that eliminates the need for artifi -
cial agents.

A special mention must go to South Austra -
lian, Angove Family Winemakers since 1886. 
Proudly independent and now a fifth genera -
tion family business dedicated to producing 
super premium and single vineyard wines 
from the McLaren Vale and some of South Aus-
tralia’s wine growing regions.

They are dedicated to responsible Certi -
fied Organic farming, which is the basis for 
their excellence in winemaking. They have 
set a benchmark for best-practice in produc -

ing organic wines in Australia. Their commit -
ment to sustainable and biodiverse farming, 
has resulted in healthy, resilient vines with an 
incredible purity of fruit. 

All of Angove Organic Wine is produced in 
line with Australian Certified Organic Stan -
dards. The Certified logo is displayed on every 
bottle. Which confirms their wines are free 
from synthetic chemicals, such as herbicides, 
fungicides and pesticides.

Educated consumers are happy to pay a fair 
price for the guarantee that the farmers pro -
ducing organic produce are part of the trend 

to increase ecologically sustainable practices 
and therefore look after the environment for 
current and future generations.

At a recent wine event, I was presented with 
a glass of chilled Angove Organic Rose. It was 
perfect with the spicy Asian cuisine, served. 
It was difficult to believe this delicate pink 
drop was produced by shiraz grapes (organic, 
of course!) a variety known the world over for 
producing big heavy reds. The hostess with a 
cheeky smile, told me a ‘splash’ of Sauvignon 
Blanc was added to lift the palate, and that was 
certainly achieved.

WINE  WITH

FOOD TIPS

Angove Organic Rose is perfect with the spicy Asian cuisine.
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PRIME POTENTIAL 
AND BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITY

Address: 71 John Street, YEPPOON Description: 4 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 7 car parks Price: Offers over $550,000 considered Inspect: By appointment
Contact: Esme and Claudia Coren, 0438 336 861, YEPPOON REAL ESTATE, 4938 3777

HOME ESSENTIALS

71 John St is ready and waiting for you to 
throw open the doors and make your dreams 
become a reality. 

Situated in a prime position in the heart 
of Yeppoon and previously home to a hugely 
successful beauty and wellness clinic, 
everything is in place for you to open your 
appointment book.

Bursting with character this superb 
property features five gorgeous air-
conditioned treatment rooms 4 of which are 
fitted with a sink and vanity. 

The large multi-purpose fifth treatment 
room is located at the back of the property 
with direct access to the kitchen and can be 
partitioned with the stacker doors to create 
a tranquil treatment space or used as a 
residential living area. 

The spacious fully equipped kitchen 
includes a laundry with direct external 
access to the 7 car parks at the rear of 
the building. The property boasts 1 full 
bathroom, 2 separate toilets and an extra 
shower in one of the treatment rooms, 
perfect for spray tanning or post treatment.

Situated in the CBD on a 674m2 
allotment, you are guaranteed plenty of 
exposure at your new dream premises. 

Zoned as medium density residential with 
full business usage (see council approval 
document), this delightful property is the 
ideal base for a beauty salon, wellness 
clinic, allied health or medical centre or even 
an Airbnb, subject to council approval. 

There is also the option to live and 
work from here or convert the property to 
exclusive residential use. The possibilities 
are limitless with this gorgeous property, 
easily accessible and within walking distance 
to all CBD amenities you do not want to 
miss out on this opportunity. 

It’s time to take the plunge and bring your 
vision to life. �

PROPERTY
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07 4938 3777
21 Hill Street,Yeppoon | ye ppoonrealestate.com.au

Location, Lifestyle & Parkside Views 2 A | 2 B | 1 C
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Moving on up
Moving on out
We can help make it as easy 
as possible

Learning how to market your 
house can be as simple as a 
few keystrokes

12518670-BL43-21

Contact your preferred agent or phone Cheryl 0425 600 098   
to �nd out how easy it is to capture all the buyers who are 
reading Gladstone Today’s property section.

CUTE HOUSE ON  
A GREAT BLOCK
LOCATED on a corner block to the main 
street of Bluff, this property boasts a 
spacious yard that is fully fenced with two 
separate entries to the property.

Modern kitchen and new flooring to the 
main living areas and bedrooms. Walking 
through the front door there is a cozy 
carpeted sun room that flows into the air-
conditioned lounge room.

Ceiling fans to both bedrooms and 
lounge room. Open lounge room that flows 
into the spacious dining/kitchen area. 
Kitchen is modern and has natural light that 

complements the rooms design
Two air-conditioned bedrooms that fall 

off the lounge space. Bathroom comes off 
the dining, modern look with stained glass 
feature to add colour to the room.

Two access points to under house 
lockable storage aside the highset two bay 
carport, perfect for a boat or caravan for 
travellers.

Downstairs bathroom with open concreted 
space that is shared with the laundry.

Call your local Agent Dee. �

HOME FOCUS

Address: 2 Main Street, BLUFF Price: $119,500
Description: 2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 2 garage Inspect: By appointment 
Contact: Dee 0428 770 557, REAL ESTATE VISION GROUP

HOME ESSENTIALS
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TRANSFORM YOUR LAWN...
 NURTURE YOUR GARDEN
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Gardening Neil Fisher

February is always one of the most beautiful 
times of the year in the garden, as it combines 
the floral displays of summer-flowering plants 
that are nearing the end of their season, and 
the beginning of the flowers of the cooler sea -
sons.

A short drive around any town in Central 
Queensland is all that is needed to see the ka-
leidoscope of colours currently appearing in 
our gardens.

The recent mix on rain and high humidity 
should be a recipe for a fantastic February and 
don’t be surprised if we see some of the best 
floral displays for many years!

Some of the most spectacular blooming 
shrubs are about to add every colour imagin -
able to the garden.

The first plant that comes to mind is the 
Allamanda whether being the showy, yellow-
flowering edging Allamanda hybrid plant 
known as Sunnee, to the hardy creeper called 
Golden Trumpet vine or Allamanda schottii. In 
recent years a number of different coloured Al -
lamanda hybrids have appeared in nurseries. 
Most of these plants are best described as ram-
bling shrubs, and they all seem to be able to 
be grown from the coast to the western areas 
without problems.

The hybrid varieties include Cherry Ripe 
with a rich pink to red flower, Jamaican Sunset, 
which has a unique colour, crossed between 
mauve, yellow and pink and Siam Snow with 
distinctive white flowers. 

If you were to take an evening walk the 
sweetly perfumed Brunfelsia latifolia is very 
noticeable at the moment. This hardy and 
popular highly scented old-fashioned shrub 
is also known as Franciscea or Yesterday To-
day and Tomorrow this shrub is easily spotted 
in gardens by the distinctive purple flowers 
fading through mauve to white over succes -
sive days. Brunfelsia latifolia looks striking 
when covered with flowers from purple flow -
ers fading through mauve to white and the 
lush green foliage looks great at any other 
time of the year.

Making a spectacular display with colour 
displays of pink, white, orange and even red is 
the Bangkok Rose or Mussaenda.

This evergreen shrub is a relatively hardy 
fast growing plant to 2m in height, with a natu -
rally rambling habit, producing many stems. 
The Mussaenda’s beautiful colours are not 
from the flowers, but from the bracts which 
surround the flowers. These flowers are small 
and usually white, orange or yellow. This is the 
same way colour is produced in other tropical 
plants such as Bouganvilleas and Heliconias.

Also noticeable at the moment is the New 
Guinea Bottlebrush or Combretum con -
stricutm. This shrub is actually a native of Af -

rica and produces masses of orange pom-pom 
flowers. 

The Ixora is another plant species that truly 
suit the season. Ixoras are native to the Pacific 
Islands and South East Asia, with many new 
hybrids also being developed.

Some of the best flowering varieties at the 
moment are the beautiful pink flowering hy -
brid called Pink Malay and the hardy scarlet 
flowering Flame of the Woods or Ixora william -
sii. Both of these Ixoras can be grown through -
out Central Queensland with little fuss. 

The trees of February are just as spectacu-
lar and are also starting to display their floral 

features. Trees such as the Ivory Curl flower, or 
Buckinghamia celsissima.

While not used to its full advantage in 
Gladstone, cities like Brisbane have entire 
streetscapes of this tree, which would be out -
standing over the next couple of months. Be -
ing of the Grevillea family, it is important that 
it is planted in well-drained positions.  

One more member of the Grevillea family 
that creates a lot of interest during February is 
the Wheel of Fire or Stenocarpus sinuatus. This 
bushy pyramid shaped tree produces spectac -
ular clusters of red flowers during the warmer 
months of the year. The flowers are unique in 

pattern as they look like they have been ar-
ranged like the spokes of a wheel. 

Another extremely spectacular flower -
ing tree is that of the Illawarra Flame Tree, 
or Brachychiton acerifolius, are now in full 
bloom.

Being a semi-deciduous tree, they almost 
give the appearance that its entire canopy is 
engulfed in flames. This is a hardy tree, which 
you would expect to grow no more than tem 
metres in a local garden.  

These are just a sample of the beautiful 
blooming away of plants that can be seen 
growing in the Gladstone region.  

Looking forward to Feb

Ixora Pink Malay is one of the beautiful flowers on display in February.

Ixora Pink Malay.

Allamanda Sunnee.

Buckinghamia celsissima at Reg Tanner Park.Brachychiton acerifolius.

Mussaenda Calcutta Sunset in flower.

Brunfelsia latifolia.
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By CQLX Market Report  

Combined agents yarded 3386 head today, 
comprising of 1645 steers, 1145 heifers, 270 
cows, 275 cows and calves and 52 bulls.

Cattle were drawn from Clermont and 
Bowen through to Taroom and Theodore and 
all local areas.

Quality was mixed as was condition. All 
processors were present although not all op -
erated and slaughter cows eased only slightly 
– much of that was due to the change in qual -
ity offered.

Restocker cows and heavy feeder steers 
saw good competition.

There were quality-related variations 
throughout the sale indicating a slight eas -
ing. However, weaner heifers saw increases 
on last week’s rates.
HIGHLIGHTS OF THE DAY
Vella Family, Marlborough Sold a run of 
Brangus Feeder Steers for 576c/kg weighing 
415kg to return $2,396/hd

T & B Bath, Smokey Creek Sold Brahman 
Cross Steers for 570c/kg weighing 415kg to 
return $2,369/hd

D & L Clanfield, Wowan Sold Drought -
master Santa Cross steers for 724c/kg weigh-
ing 307kg to return $2,229/hd

Noel Taylor, Nagoorin Sold Brangus Steers 
for 844c/kg weighing 256kg to return $2,166/
hd

B Hall and E Vanden Heaver, Kuttabul Sold 
Brahman Cross Steers for 932c/kg weighing 
178kg to return $1,666/hd

The Clein Family Trust, Nebo Sold No.1 

Brahman Cross Steers for 616c/kg weighing 
337kg to return $2,079/hd

Mt Stuart Trust, Capella Sold No.1 Brah -
man Steers for 560c/kg weighing 436kg to 
return $2,442/hd

M & J Thomasson, Milman Sold Brangus 
Cross Weaner Steers for 700c/kg weighing 
265kg to return $1,859/hd

G & L Thompson, Ridgelands Sold Char-
bray Weaner Steers for 848c/kg weighing 
232kg to return $1,973/hd

R Goudie, Baralaba Sold Brangus Cross 
Steers for 582c/kg weighing 391kg to return 
$2,280/hd

WS & KA Harrison, Theodore Sold Brah-
man Cows for 382c weighing 538kg to return 
$2,057/hd

D & R Kime, Wattle Bank Sold Brangus 
Heifers for 602c/kg weighing 360kg to return 
$2,167/hd

Noel Taylor, Nagoorin Sold Brangus Heif -
ers for 704c/kg weighing 262kg to return 
$1,848/hd

Ellrott, Nankin Sold No.1 Droughtmaster 
Heifers for 662c/kg weighing 266kg to return 
$1,766/hd

R Goudie, Baralaba Sold Brangus Heifers 
for 610c/kg weighing 344kg to return $2,099/
hd

Sanoma Grazing, Collinsville Sold a run of 
312 Brangus/Senepol/Brahman Cross Heif -
ers topping at 830c/kg averaging 759c/kg 
weighing 198kg to return a $1,504 average

Bayfield Cattle Co, Biloela Sold Charbray/
Droughtmaster Cross Cows and Calves for 
$4,150/unit 

Mixed quality at CQLX sale

RURAL MATTERS  TodayGladstone.com.au 

Bandits ready to cash in
By Michael Guerin, AgForce CEO 

It’s more than 150 years since bushman Henry 
‘Harry’ Readford (who was in part the inspira -
tion for the ‘Captain Starlight’ character in the 
novel Robbery Under Arms) pulled off what 
was then one of the biggest cattle thefts in the 
world – driving 1000 head of stolen cattle from 
Bowen Downs Station in western Queensland 
to South Australia for profit.

‘Harry’ has since become a notorious hero 
of sorts, with his campsite at Nogo Station out -
side Longreach still popular with tourists to 
the region.

It’s Henry Readford’s other legacy, however, 
we could do without – that of illegal livestock 
movements.

But with our State’s wide-open spaces and 
current high prices per head across a range of 
animals, the incentives and environment for 
this continuing unlawful trade are, unfortu -
nately, tempting.

Recent reports of a rise in goat theft have 
coincided with revelations that stolen goats 
have been sold to some kangaroo chiller box 
facilities, prompting AgForce to announce its 
support for tighter regulations on wild game 
harvesting made by Safe Food Production 
Queensland – placing greater accountability 
on wild animal harvesters and processors.

Less than 12 months ago two men were 
convicted of stealing 944 head of cattle from 
remote north-west Queensland in crimes that 
took place over more than two years – a timely 
reminder that this most frequent form of live -
stock theft hasn’t shown any sign of stopping.

The cattle in this instance were not recov -
ered and the impact on the producers both in 
terms of the dollar value and the emotional toll 
will be significant and long lasting.

It’s why AgForce is imploring producers to 
exercise vigilance of all their livestock and to 
immediately report suspicious activity to po -
lice to investigate.

A night cruising remote parts of Queensland 
with a truck and a loading ramp can bring cal -
lous bandits as much as $20,000 – a hefty pay-
out.

And you can guarantee that if as a producer 
you don’t take the necessary steps to secure 
your hard grown and hard earned – they will.

Henry ‘Harry Readford the notorious hero, who 
inspired the character Captain Starlight stole a 
herd of cattle for profit.
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Have something to celebrate?
Place a Birthday, Wedding, Baby, Congratulations, Memorial notice with us.

Phone 1300 666 808
sales@networkclassi�eds.com.au
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Against all odds
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The name of the game
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JOJO RABBIT
7Flix, Friday, 8.30pm, M (2019)

��������������������������������������
����������

	������������
������������ ��������������•�•���•�����•�•����������������������
���•�����•� ­€
����������•���‚�������������������ƒ�„�������
•����������•�„������•����������•�•��…�������������•�•����������
ƒ†��������‡„ˆ��‰��…��������������„Š�‹Œ������Œ�������������
������•�•������������������������������Œ��•�������������•��������
��•�„�������Œ���������������Œ���������Œ�������•��������Œ�‹���Œ�
Ž������•�������������„����†�����‘������Š� �+�+�+�+

TRACKS
NITV, Friday, 7.45pm, M (2013)

‹������‡���‘�����•����ƒ•�„�����…��������������������������������
�������•�������’�„���������������������������Œ�������•�•�����Š�
��� ­““��•�•�����������”������������������•������•�������
�„���������‘����‹������������������������Œ��������������–„�����
•������������������������•�������������������Œ�Œ����„�����Š�†���
��„�������•�•����������•�����„��•����������������������Œ��„���
��������������� —��������������•��„ �•�������•������„���������
ƒ‹����•��•��…����„�•���������•�����������Œ�����������•Š� �+�+�+�+

BIG HERO 6
7Flix, Saturday, 6.30pm, PG (2014)
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Seven/Prime7, Saturday, 7.30pm, M (2013)

‘������‚���Œ���„��������������•����—�Š£����������������������
���•��������„��•�����������•����������������������������Š����
›����‘��������‚����Œ�����••�����„�����™�����–������������������
�Œ�������•��„����„��•�„�����„���������Œ������������������•����
��������������„������•�����������������Š�™���•���������Œ�������
„��•�ƒ‡�„��������������‰…�ž�����•�������������ž�������••���
�������������•�„����¤���•��������ƒ•�„���������Œ���•����‘�����…��
�„�•�����������������•����������������������������������Š� �+�+�+

����������� ���������������� ������������� ������
���� ��
���
�����
�����������	�������������

���������	��������������
�������������
���•�������•�����������•���������•

› ��ˆ �–˜ �†Ž¥�‘ ¥¥ˆ



28 GLADSTONE TODAY   Thursday, 27 January, 2022

������������������
������ ���� 
�
 ���� 
����� ��� ��� �����
�� ����
����� ���������������� ����� ���������
������
��� ������ ����
�	�������������
�������������•� ������ ����
��������•���	�•��
�
••�•������•� ������ ������������������ �����
 �����������­•������������������•� ����� €���

���€���������������‚���•� ����� ���������
������������ ����� ƒ�����ƒ�������•� �����
�������������������������•�
����� ������������
�����
� �������„�•�

��„����
��������•��•��•����‚���

����� …���†…��•�������� ‡������������� �����
����•���������� ����� ����•�������� ����� ������
������ ������ ���	��������� ������ ••������
������ ������ ƒ������������� ������ ���ˆ�•������
�‰Š�������� �����	���•�‹�…���†������ƒ���
����
����� ��•�����Œ�������•� ����� …���������Ž���
�����­����	‘�������•� ����� �‡ƒ€�����‹�������
����� ����
����•���…����’�����
��
�����•� �����
����������†�����������†�“�����­�����•� �����
“��•��†­”����•� ����� •���������†���	ˆ�������•�

���� ������
����
��	��� ����� ���•�����ƒ���
…�	��•���������ƒ�������•�������������‚�
’�
���†��
�­„‰��������
���������� ������ ƒ���
…�	��•��������•��•��������� ������ ���•�����
ƒ���…�	��•���������ƒ�������•�������������
‚�’�
���†��
�­„‰��������������������� �����
ƒ���…�	��•��������ƒ���������� ����� ���•�����
ƒ���…�	��•���������ƒ�������•�������������‚�
’�
���†��
�­„‰��•���–������������������� �����
•�‚�����������Š�—˜�� ����� ƒ�����������������•�

����� ��	��
� ƒ��„���������������
��†�•��������™�����

����� ��	��������
� ���•�
�„	�š������•�•����������

������ �������������•���•�����
•�•••��•
� Œ����†�ˆ­�ƒ��­�“�����

������ �•����
� ������������•����
�­„›‰����š�†�
†��ˆ����œ������†�	��•�����
������	�–œ����

����� �•�•������ ••�
�

����� ƒ���ƒ���������•� ����� “�†
��“�†­��������•�
����� ƒ������†���†�ƒ��������������������•� �����
•��†���›˜�����•� ������ 
��������������•� ����� ‡•	�
������ˆ���­ž���������������Œ���”���•�
����� ���•�����­•�������€��
�
����� ‚�	€•�‚�	�
� ����„�•�
����� ƒ••���„���•�…��
�
����� †��­����†��

� ���•�
����� ��•�‡��	���	���•�‡•����•��
� ���•�
����� ˆ‰� ••��†����
�

����� •�­­•��Š��­
� ������•�
����­�����������†�­•�������

����� �‡�� ••�
� ƒ������������
�����†�­•����•���������

����� …�����Š������­•��‹���
Œ��	•��
� ����„›���„—�

����� …�	��­•��…��	•��
� ��‚�„�•�
ƒ���
�������������ˆ���
�����������
����•��•���•�	������������ˆ���
��
�
����������•��������•�������
����
��

������ …�­
� ����„�•� ���­���†�“�����
•��•�������
���������†�­�

������ �‡��ƒ��•� ••�
� 
������†�
•�‚���
���������†�­•���‚�����

������ Ž‘
� ����„�•�Œ����†�ˆ­�•��†��ƒ���‚�
�
������ ’�����€��“•
� ���›Ÿ¡�‚�„�•�
������ ”�€•
� ���›Ÿ¡�†����‚•�

����� …���•�­��	����������
� ��•�
����� •‡•�•���	� ••�
�
����� Œ��	�•����•��	
� ���•�
����� •��
��€�‡���������”�­���

”��	�–�†���•�•��
� �����‚�„�•�

��„“��������‚��������
�������…�­�

����� ��‹�•���•��•�����‹���•�–�••����
��•�Š•�•���”��•
� ����„�•�����„Š���„Š�

������ •‡•�•���	� ••��ƒ��•
�
������ �������•—ˆ‰������Š�•��

�����	�•�
� �����„�•�
������ �
�������������•�����	�������	��������‚��
�•������ ƒ��� �����
���������•� ����� €‡�’����†��
ƒ�����	�����›Ÿ¡�‚���•� ����� 
��������������‚����

����¢�†���������•�����•� ����� ����•��‰Š�
��������� ����� �Œ �…���†�’�
����������� �����

����•���…�����’�
�����������

����� ••“•�� ••�
�
����� ���‹
•�
� ��
„�����•��
����������
������ ����
�� Œ��	••����
�

�›££˜�„��›Ÿ¡‚�†�„�•�����†���������������­��
��­���
�����Ž�������­����������������
��•��†���������������������œ��������ˆ���
�
	������†�ˆ­�
��
����������­������‚���������
�����••�	•�����†����������†�ˆ­�†��
����†�

���†����­�•���������ˆ����
��������“������•��

����� ˜�­•�•������€
� ��•�
����� …�������Š������…����•
� ��•�ƒ�����

•�����������
�����†–��–���†��������������
ˆ�����•�������†�ˆ��‚��­�������­�•�	•����
��������•���•�������������
���†�•��•�����
¤›�	��������Œ����†�ˆ­�•�	������‚��

�����  ‡����	��
� �������†�•��������™�����

�����  ��•� ••�
�
����� �������������•���•�����

•�•••��•
� Œ����†�ˆ­�ƒ��­�“�����
����� �•����
� ������������•����

��
��„›‰�����•�����
������	�–œ����
������  ••��­��•�	�­
� ���	�„�•�Œ�����


�������
��������
�������•��‚����•�����
������ ”•“•��•
� ���‚�„�•�
������ �����­�
� ����„�•�
����� ‡��	��ƒ�••€���	�•���	�

�	“•����•�
� ����•�
����� �™�•���–�˜�­•�•������€
� ��•�
����� ��
•��•�
� ��•�
����� Œ��š���•���
� ��•�
����� ƒ€�•��•‹�Œ�	��•��••��
����•� �����
•��••­�ƒ�������� ��
��������•�

����� ��•�•��›•‹�
� �„������������
†�­•���������†��‚�����

����� ��•�Œ����­� ������•��•
�
�����	��������•�����������•����
��†�†���•����•��� ������������
��
�ˆ��������	�‚��� ������� �

����� ‚����†���ƒ��€��
� ���›Ÿ¡���„�•�
•���†–�•�•�	�†­�•�����	��•������	�
��•�­�•�•����������Œ���������†����
��������

������ ��•�…����•�����­•	��
†•���“��
� ���›Ÿ¡���„�•�•���†–�•�
•�����	��•������	�•�	�†�����

������ •�•������	•��–�‘	•������•�••�
�
���›Ÿ¡��„�•��„•�����	��•��ˆ­�•��•��ƒ��†����

������ •�‹‹•�
� ���„…�	��•����������•��
����•�•��
�������������‚�ƒ������†�

����� ˜�­•�•������€
� ��•�

CONSUMER ADVICE (P) Pre-school (C) Children (PG) Parental Guidance Recommended (M) Mature Audiences (MA15+)  Mature Audiences Only (AV15+) Extreme Adult Violence (R) Repeat (a) Adult themes (d) Drug references (h) Horror (s) Sex references (l)  Language (m) Medical procedures (n) Nudity (v)  Violence. 

���� …���†…��•���
������ Œ��†�������� �

	� •������	���‹�••�������
­�
��†�ƒ��������	����� ����� ���•���������� �����
“��
�������� ����� �	���•�‹������� ����� ��•�������
����� “�­�����������
�� ����� •�������†�•������� �����
������� ����� “��•��†­”� ����� ¥��������›˜������

���������†����� ����� Œ���†���������� •�š���†�
����•�� ������ •�š•������ ������ ���•���� ��������
����
�� ¢�†���ƒ���•��‚���•������‰˜›¥����›Ÿ¡•�
����� �Œ �…���†�’�
����������� ����� ƒ����������
����� ���
��������� ����� ���¦�ˆ�������� ����� •���
•������•��������������� �����  ������������ �����
‡�†��������������

���� ‡ƒ��������
�•���‹���������
ƒ��������� ����� ��
���
�­������� ����� ������ƒ���������
����� •����
��…���‹�ƒ�š���� ����� �����•������ �����
�	���•�����•������ ������ ������ˆ����•����� ������
�	���•�•����	�‹�ƒ���•�•�����������	•������ �

	�
����­�ƒ���’š���	�������� ������ �����
��•�­�� �����
��•��†��™������� •��••��
�…����� ����� �������†��
��
�����������������������’���
­�ƒ�����ƒ����‚�����
����†���������
������•��­�� ����� ƒ�	ˆ���•������ �����
Œ��‚­����•��‹�Š˜›�� ����� �	���•�����•������ �����
��
������•��
������������–��	��•����� ����� �����
•������ ����� ����
�� …�������ƒ�������������ƒ���
�•�����‰˜›§���•� ������ •�������
��	���

���� Œ�	��•��••��
�� �����
������������•��ŠšŠ��†‚��������� ����� ������•�		���
•������� ����� “������†�ƒ������	���� ������ 
��
������
���†���� ������ “���� ������� •����ƒ���‹�ƒ�����š��
������������ ����� “������†�ƒ������	���� �����

��
���������†���� ����� “���� ����� ��‡•�� ����� •���¨�
��†��‹�•€¢�� ������ �•‡‹����	��••����‡�‚����
�������
�������� Œ�	��•��••��
�� ����� •’�•�ƒ��	�� �����
��‡•‹�������������� ����� 
��
���������†����

���� ƒ€�•��•‹�Œ�	��
•��••��
�� ����� ���©��
������������������ ����� ƒ€�
•��•‹�Œ�	��•��••��
�� ������ ���������•��ƒ�•�ƒ���
���’‚��­����
�� ������ �­���‚��������������� �

	�
•����­�� ����� …���†•�����������‡����†��� ����� ƒ���
Ž���
���†�ƒ������������� ����� ����ª�������†������
����� ����
�� ‡������‚��‡��Ž�����›£Ÿ‰����•������
 ��•��
�¢•��••�����•���� ����� ������������•���
ƒ���������–•����� ����� ����ª�������†������ �����
�������‡���†��� ����� ����
�� ���������­���›££Š���•�
������ ƒ���’ª����•���� ���� ƒ€�•��•‹�Œ�	��•��••��
��

	������� ��ˆ������ ��ˆ������� ��‰�
�
��
������ ���ˆ����� ����†���•��
���
��	��� ������� ƒ���…��†������
�� �����
 ��
��������•��� ����� •������������ ����� ��••��
��
�� ����� Œ�­�
�

���� ����� �•��������� �����
����­�� ����� ��������ˆˆ���� ����� ��†­•���ª����•�
�†‚��������� ����� 
����
����� ����� �††�•ª��†�� �����
••�•�����†�••�•���� ����� Œ��†�«��•������� ����
��

��†�’���•����‰˜›‰����›Ÿ¡•� ����� 
�•����…����
������ ������•�� ������ «‡���������� ��		����­�� ������
��������†���•��������� ������ ƒ������†‚���†�� �����
���������¢•†����� ����� ������� ����� •����������•�����
����� Œ����Œ������”� ����� ���
��‡��ƒ������­�� �����
…���­��•�	”� ����� •�������
��	���

�������•�•
 �����

���� ����†���•�����
��	���
�

	� ƒ���‡�•��†�ˆ���Œ���������� •��«�����
•€��
����� ƒ����¬ƒ��	�� ����� ƒ�������­�� ����� —�†�
��•�����	�ƒ���•���� ����� ƒ����•§˜��•����� �����
��­	��†�� ����� ƒ�������­�� ����� ����
�� ���•��
�›££¥����•������ ����
�� ��†�
��•���—‹�’���•�•��
�����…����†���‰˜›‰����•������ ����
�� ��†�
���
�ˆ�������‰˜›Š����›Ÿ¡•� ������ ���•��	�‡��ƒ���
��††���� �������� ƒ����������
�������� ����� •�		���
Œ������ ����� •�‚��‡����†�¢•��� ����� ����
��‹��������
�������� ����� ���¦�
�‹������������••��¦��•��� �����
ƒ€�•��•‹�Œ�	��•��••��
�� ����� ����������‹�¢���•��
ƒ�����
�•�� ����� ��	ˆ�����

���� Œ�	��•��••��
�� �����
ƒ��‚����•�� ����� Œ���­•�����•��•��� ����� ��������
������
�������� ����� ����ƒ�†�­�� �

	� ���
����Œ����� �����
��������
�������������� ����� •��������•��•���������
����� •������†�
��
������� ����� �•�������	���
���•���� ����� ’�•�•��ƒ��ƒ���������­�� ����� ���
����
Œ���������� �������Œ�	�����†����†����•�		����
����� ƒ����	�•��
�Œ�	�	������� ������ ���������•��
��
���•�­��†��� �������� �������Œ�	�����†�
���†����� ����� ƒ��������������•������ ����� �•����
���	������•���� ����� Œ�	��•��••��
��

���� ƒ���•����•����…����
•��•�������ˆ����� ����� ��•�•��	�� ����� •������†��
����� ��•����� ����� ƒ�����††���� ������ ���������
������ ƒ��� ��
����«������� �

	� ��•����� �����
ƒ�����
����
�ƒ����­�� ����� •������†�� ����� ƒ���
 ��
����«������� ����� ��•����� ����� ��������� �����
�����†��� ����� ƒ�����
����
�ƒ����­�� ����� ��	��
������ ���•­�
����� ������ �����†��� ���	����� Œ�	��
•��••��
�� ����� ƒ���•����•����…����•��•����
���ˆ����� ����� ƒ���•����•����•����…����“�	���
���†���� ����� ��•����� ����� Œ�	��•��••��
�� �����
“���•������•���

���• ���������
ƒ�����­���†�ƒ������������������†���‰˜›Ÿ����•�
����� ��
�­����������›£§®����•� ����� ������š‹�ƒ���
������������ƒ�����†����‰˜›Š����������•�•� ������
’ª���­���‰˜›®���•��������� ���•�����•��������›£Š§��
��•� ����� �������
�����†�ƒ������������€�����������
�‰˜‰˜����•������ ƒ���ƒ�����•��†���‰˜˜®����•� �����
���­���†�ƒ���…��•�•�����������‰˜›§����•� ����� ƒ���
��������¢••��������‰˜›¥���•� ����� ��•��…����
…����������›££Š����›Ÿ¡•������� •��•����­���‰˜›®�����
����•�•� ������� ��•�������‰˜˜®����›Ÿ¡�������
���•�
����� ƒ���¢���	�†���‰˜›®����›Ÿ¡��••�����•� �����
���­���†�ƒ���…��•�•�����������‰˜›§����•�

	��•���•� ������•�� �����
�
�•�•������
�
� ��������� ������
����
��	��� �����
…��ˆ��­�ƒ�	��� ����� �������•��†”� ����� ƒ���
��
�•�������� ������ �����������…��†�� ������ ����
�
���•���� �

	� •���†�¢•���†����������†‹�����‡
���
���•����••�•����� ����� ���†��•���� ����� •�������†�
•������� ����� �����•�•����� ����� …�•�����­�� ����� ƒ���
��
�•�������� ����� …����“���� ����� ������������
ƒ������ ����� ���¦�•���������� ����� ������
������ �����
����•�������� ����� �‡ƒ€�����‹������� ����� ��	�­��
����� ������ ����� •����ƒ������������ƒ�����­��� �����
•������“���†���
���•�� ����� ����
�� ƒ��•�����‰˜›—���•�
����� ��†��	��•�������� ����� ‡�•�‚���‡����������‡�•�����
������ •�������
��	���

��
��� ��œ�

DEATH IN PARA DISE
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Do you have an event coming up?  
We want to know!

Send the details to editorial@todaygladstone.com.au and we’ll publish it in  
our weekly Events Calendar.

12503220-JW28-21
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The TV Guide is a much loved and highly 
sought-after section of our paper. 
Advertising here from $88 per week and give your products or 
services 7 days of promotion.  
Call Cheryl on 0425 600 098 or email cheryl.altouvas@todaygladstone.com.au 12503221-AV28-21
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TY TIPPING BACK FOR 2022!F
All businesses receive a pro�le photo, business logo,  

Contact details & tips each week

Win a Jersey of your choice

CALL CHERYL 0425 600 098
12532558-AV03-22

AGAINST ALL ODDS
GOLD
Streaming, Stan
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AS WE SEE IT
Streaming, Amazon  
Prime Video

THE GILDED AGE
Streaming, Paramount+
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OZARK
Streaming, Net�ix
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THE GREAT AUSTRALIAN BAKE OFF
Streaming, Foxtel On Demand
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THE MADAME 
BLANC MYSTERIES
Streaming, Acorn TV
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Industry Today
Our local industries supporting our local communities

CQ LOCALS 
FIRST

REGIONAL   INDUSTRY

SUPPORT   CAM PAIGN

Cement site 
transformed: 
Pages 34 and 35

 TodayGladstone.com.au  INDUSTRY TODAY
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The new Agria 9600-112
remote control mower

For more information contact James Wetzler  

0429 346 242
12532736-BL04-22

12523778-SN52-21

INDUSTRY TODAY  TodayGladstone.com.au 

Big plans for 
Lily Place 
By Matthew Pearce 

The former Central Queensland Cement site 
on Yaamba Road has been completely trans-
formed, with the iconic location set to become 
a prestige industrial estate, Lily Place.

Knight Frank Rockhampton principal Neal 
Crow said he was proud to have been involved 
with the Lily Place development from the be -
ginning, when Jason Thomasson from JRT ac-
quired the site from Sibelco three years ago.

“The important thing about Lily Place is 
that it’s a heavy impact zoned estate, which al -
lows for the big industries to come to town.

“We have 12 lots here but there are only 
three on the market at the moment - the rest 
have been taken up before being developed.

“As of last week the titles have been issued 
and now we’ll see the development coming 
forward.”

Mr Crow said the position close to the 
planned Rockhampton Ring Road meant that 
the estate was in high demand.

“It’s a very strategic position for any com -
pany to expand, particularly with the de -
velopment that’s been going on in Central 
Queensland - the industrial sector has really 
exploded,” he said.

“It was Jason who had the vision for the site 
and the staff of Knight Frank worked through 
that that vision with him. Since then we’ve qui -
etly gone about our business and found buy -
ers and its amazing to see how far we’ve come 
today.”

The 12 sites at Lily Place range size from 
m10,000 square metres to 24,000 square metres.

JRT executive manager Brad Neven said the 
JRT group had kept one of the lots at Lily Place 
as a base, with a variety of different businesses 
filling the other sites.

“We haven’t advertised really, the sales have 
really been through word of mouth so to only 
have three left is amazing,” he said.

“The sites have been purchased by a vari-
ety of local and national businesses, with a big 
international tenant looking to buy one of the 
remaining sites.

“One of the earliest lots sold was for a ser-
vice station - the owner has stations all over 
Australia.”

He said when people ‘see the location and 
the opportunity, it just sells itself’.

“It’s zoned heavy industrial and the ring 
road’s going to come out 300m down the road. 
People have access north, south and west, so 
it’s a perfect spot, especially as the town’s ex-
panding north.”

He said the change in the formerly derelict 
site had been incredible.

“Everything’s being recycled on the site as 
much as possible, with the concrete recycled 
into road base material.

“All the old buildings and all the old infra -
structure has been demolished and removed 

to a stockpile on site. Then we crushed it to 
produce a product now that is usable in all 
council infrastructure in Rockhampton.

“What Jason has done is shown here is the 
model for repurposing, recycling and reener -
gising what could just be a derelict site.

“This is the northern entrance to Rock -
hampton and now it’s going to be a new in -
dustrial precinct where you’re going to have a 
rural service company, a trucking franchise, a 
major truck stop service station, storage shed, 
precast yard and, of course, JRT.”

 Mr Thomasson said the old cement works 
site had sat derelict for 10 years without be -
ing utilised and was on the market for nine 
months.

“The JRT group of companies took a mas-
sive risk  buying the site, but now the contracts 
just need to be finalised. We’re going to see 
shovel to ground here in the next six months.”

He said every business that had purchased 
a lot at Lily Place was ‘100 per cent committed’.

“The trucking company has been waiting 
here for six months, they’re keen to get in and 
start building.”

He said JRT’s working relationship with 
Rockhampton Regional Council had been crit -
ical over the past three years.

“There were a lot of things here that were 
new for everyone, it wasn’t just a standard site. 
We’ve had to work with council and external 
consultancies to ensure the land and water 
quality.

“The council’s done a good job with us, 
right from the start through to getting our ap -
provals and then working through that process 
to utilize the material on site, crushing the 
concrete down to roadbase level.”

Rockhampton Regional Mayor Tony Wil -
liams said it was fantastic to see the completion 
of the Lily Place development, right in the heart 
of the North Rockhampton growth corridor.

“The development is perfectly positioned 
in the northern corridor, which is where our 
industrial precinct and population will grow in 
the future,” he said.

“This new development aligns with Coun -
cil’s industry development focus areas of de -
fence and its strategic location is well placed 
in relation to Shoalwater Bay with many other 
resources and construction service industries 
already located in this area.

“This creates more opportunity for expan -
sion for current industry players and for new 
investors to the region.”

Six silos have been left on site from the for-
mer cement factory and Mr Neven said JRT’s 
goal was to have them painted by Yeppoon art -
ists Bill and Luke Gannon

“From the start we’ve had the vision, that as 
the northern most entrance to the Rockhamp -
ton region and the gateway to the Capricorn 
Coast, the six silos should have murals put on 
them.

Lily Place will be a prestige industrial estate.

Knight Frank Rockhampton principal Neal Crow, JRT executive manager Brad Neven, JRT group 
managing director Jason Thomasson and Rockhampton Regional Mayor Tony Williams at Lily 
Place.
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Concrete on site has been recycled into road base material.

The old Central Queensland Cement site on Yaamba Road prior to the buildings being cleared.

“The artists have been picked, now we just 
need funding. We’ve even spoken with Dulux 
to ensure the paint will last at least a minimum 
of 15 years.”

Central Queensland Cement started con -
struction of their cement grinding and bagging 
plant at Parkhurst In September 1960.

Under Pacific Lime, CQ Cement was down -
sized from a fully integrated cement and lime 
manufacturing plant to one focusing on spe -
cial products, before the site was finally pur -
chased by Sibelco.
Lily Place Facts: 

 · Tonnes of concrete crushed: 10,407.15

 · Tonnes of steel recycled: 144.7

 · Man hours: 25,299 

 · Injuries on site: Zero

 · Earthworks – material moved – 140,000 cu-
bic metres

 · Dam size – 25 million litres (about 25,130 cu -
bic metres., includes bio basin volume)

 · Bio-basin size – 2.5 million litres (about 
2,473.6 cubic metres)

 · Jobs supplied – 30 (25 workers/operators at 
one time (average for October)

 · Total size of property – 18 ha (17.978 hect-
ares)

 · Duration of project – eight months (158 
days), 22/02/21 to 8/10/21) 
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Proudly supporting CQ Today for 
the bene�t of the community

Hydraulic & Pneumatic Supplies and Servicing
1-3 Werribee St Kawana QLD 4701

07 4921 2921  |  www.thehydraulicshop.com.au
12500819-SN26-21

SUPPORTING 
THE GLADSTONE 

REGION FOR OVER 
40 YEARS

12504354-DL31-21

17 Gar�eld St Gladstone 4680

07 4976 7999
www.walzgroup.biz

Tape reduced

MP Michelle Landry looks forward to seeing the positive effects the Review has for Central 
Queensland.

The length of time it takes for Defence to ap -
prove large acquisition projects will be cut by 
up to a quarter under a range of contracting 
changes introduced by the Morrison Govern -
ment to reduce red tape and save the industry 
millions of dollars.

The major overhaul of Defence procure -
ment follows the completion of the Australian 
Standard for Defence Contracting (ASDEF-
CON) and Defence Procurement Review.

Minister for Defence Industry Melissa Price, 
who ordered the Review, said it had identified 
significant opportunities to reduce red tape, 
saving industry time and money in support -
ing the delivery of capability to the Australian 
Defence Force.

“The implementation of the Review’s rec -
ommendations will significantly improve the 
way Defence does business,” Minister Price 
said.

“It will also improve how Defence works to 
fast-track the delivery of capability to the ADF 
and how it communicates with industry.”

Member for Capricornia Michelle Landry 
congratulated Minister Price for ordering the 
review. 

“I welcome the completion of the Austra -
lian Standard for Defence Contracting (AS -
DEFCON) and Defence Procurement Review,” 
she said.

“I’m looking forward to seeing the imple -
mentation of the Review’s recommendations 
and seeing the positive effects in Central 
Queensland.”

“The 2017 socio-economic study found 
that $50.3 million in income and almost 600 
jobs were created during development.  Once 
fully operational, an additional $20.5 million 
in income and a further 147 new jobs would 
be created.”

Under the changes, Defence will focus on 
reducing the time it takes to progress large 
materiel acquisition activities from the identi -
fication of a capability need to the signing of 
a contract.

“For a project that would have previously 
taken four years, or possibly even longer to get 
the point of a contract signature, these chang -
es will reduce that period by up to 12 months,” 
Minister Price said.

“This change and other the initiatives 
introduced following the Review will help 
industry be better prepared and ready to re -
spond to the needs of Defence and Govern-
ment.”

Defence will focus on strengthening its 
communication with industry as part of the 
procurement overhaul, with a particular focus 
on the tender process.
This means:
Defence will now allow industry to brief its 
project teams on tenders they submit to fur -
ther clarify the offer proposed in support of 
Defence’s evaluation;

Defence processes will be amended to 
require tender debriefs to be offered at the 
time a tenderer is advised it has been unsuc-
cessful, rather than after the process is con-
cluded. This will give small businesses feed-
back on unsuccessful tenders up to six-to-12 
months more quickly in some cases, helping 

them improve their tender responses;
There will be greater transparency of up -

coming procurements through its Annual Pro -
curement Plan on AusTender;

There will be an assessment of how a cen-
tralised contractor accreditation framework 
could be adopted to cut red tape for industry;

There will be an improvement of probity 
practices, guidance and training for procure -
ments in order to reduce communication bar -
riers between Defence and industry;

Industry will be kept better informed as to 
the status and progress of tender processes, 
especially where delays occur.

 “The ASDEFCON and Defence Procure-
ment Review is one of the Five Pillars that I 
announced in August 2020 as an improvement 
priority for Defence, to better support indus -
try,” Minister Price said.

“I have mandated specific, measurable, 
and enforceable Australian Industry Capabil -
ity and Content commitments in the body of 
contracts under a new contracting framework 
in Defence, which has been rolled out this year 
on future projects above $20 million.”

“The Review completes the delivery of the 
Five Pillars that I set out to support Australia’s 
defence industry.”

“Our strategic environment is deteriorat -
ing and creating new challenges for us to 
overcome, so we must have a more agile pro-
curement system that delivers capability for 
our ADF more quickly and treats industry as 
a fundamental partner in the delivery of this 
capability.”

Michelle Landry is optimistic that this plan 
will have a positive impact on the local com -
munity and encourages local businesses to get 
on board.

“The ASMTI is delivering advanced training 
areas for use by the Australian Defence Force 
and Singapore Armed Forces. At its mature 
state, up to 14,000 Singapore Armed Forces 
will be training in QLD.”

“The Local Industry Capability Plan for the 
Shoalwater Bay Training Area expansion is en-
suring local communities can take advantage 
of economic benefits arising from the initia -
tive.”

“If any business is seeking to gain access 
Defence supply chains, I recommend under -
taking the Becoming Defence Ready online 
tutorial series to learn more about how to put 
your best foot forward in tendering for sub -
contract opportunities under the ASMTI.”

Defence will continue to engage with in -
dustry to inform and educate it on relevant 
changes to the ASDEFCON template suite, 
and procurement processes and policies, as 
they occur.

Defence industry and industry advocates 
were consulted on the Review via a survey in 
December 2020. About 250 survey responses 
were received, with 144 of those from indus -
try across all stakeholders groups, from micro 
businesses to large primes.

Targeted engagement was also undertaken 
with industry and Defence.

Implementation of the recommendations 
will start in 2022.

INDUSTRY TODAY  TodayGladstone.com.au 
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And there is more so give us a call.

www.onhirerentals.com.au

0488 220 133

Equipment 
Hire Specialist

12523781-CG48-21
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Time to Paint the Port
A new category has been unveiled for this 
year’s Paint the Port art competition with Glad -
stone Ports Corporation encouraging locals to 
paint the town red in celebration of 60 years of 
the Harbour Festival.

Registrations for the region’s favourite 
art competition is officially open with $2000 
worth of prizes up for grabs in five different 
categories including a $500 prize in the new 
category, focusing on the Harbour Festival’s 
60th anniversary.

GPC’s popular competition, now in its 10th 
year, encourages artists of all ages in Glad-
stone, Rockhampton and Bundaberg to pick 
up a paint brush or get sketching.

Chief operating officer Craig Walker said 
the competition was about capturing the port, 
with the new category sure to entice more en -
tries.

“The Harbour Festival is a special tradi -
tion in Gladstone and is adored by so many, 
including our older generations who would 
have remembered the early days of the festi-
val when we had amazing floats going through 
Goondoon Street and marvellous costumes on 
parade,” Mr Walker said.

“This new category is a wonderful way to 
capture the spirit of our harbour through the 
eyes of our locals who have gone to the festi-
val with their families and have seen the park -
lands come to life with rides, music and food,” 
he said.

“The ideas are limitless, we’ve seen some 
amazing pieces from abstract to port facilities 
and of course our marine life is always a popu -
lar subject matter especially with our younger 
artists,”

“We’ve partnered with ARTmatters again 
this year who will host the artwork in their 
wonderful gallery. We can’t wait to see what 
you come up with.”

Registrations open online on Friday 21 Jan-
uary 2022 and close on 4pm Friday 11 March 
2022.

The categories include:

 · Open Category of $1,000 acquisitive cash 
prize

 · High School Category of a $350 cash prize

 · Upper Primary School Category (Year 4 to 6) 
$75 cash prize

 · Lower Primary School Category (Prep to Year 

3) $75 cash prize and

 · The Celebrating 60 years of the Gladstone 
Harbour Festival Category of $500.
Artists are required to submit their artwork 

with the supplied artwork label attached to the 
back of their art to ARTMatters Gallery at 3 Pitt 
Street, Gladstone between 10am and 2pm on 

Friday, 18 March, or Saturday 19 March.
GPC has partnered with ARTmatters to host 

the exhibition of artwork from 30 March to 22 
April 2022. The exhibition will also be open 
on Good Friday, Easter Saturday and Easter 
Sunday. For more information, visit www.gpcl.
com.au/paint-the-port.

Gladstone Ports Corporation has unveiled a new category for the popular Paint the Port.
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Groeneveld CQ   
servicing Central, Northern  

and Western Queensland

Automatic Lubrication 
Solutions for:

Contact Russel Ostwald

0418 744 644
r.ostwald@groeneveld-group.com
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Groeneveld and Bekamax, 
part of the Timken Group, 
two tried and tested brands 
now under the one roof.

Rockhampton | Gladstone | Brisbane | Mackay | Townsville
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CQG is a passionate 
advocate for local 

businesses

Environment

Planning

Engineering

12504339-SG31-21

  Picture: CQG CONSULTING

2022 is to 
be our year
By Patrice Brown 

Local businesses are in demand and it is not 
by accident.

Enormous effort has been expended by 
business owners, member organisations and 
political leaders in this region and across re -
gional Australia over the last couple of decades 
that started as a whisper, became a roar and 
has now successfully put local businesses in 
the box seat. 

We all have stories of the scars left by the 
multi-million dollar construction of the three 
gas projects in Gladstone in the last decade.  
Local businesses were not ready and many 
were screwed.

The promises saw businesses over-invest, 
recruit and put too many eggs in one basket.   
Sure, some businesses benefited from that 
frantic period and we saw the birth of new lo -
cal businesses. Sadly though many watched 
their businesses fold or shrink as foreign 
owned competitors rocked into the region, 
put their shingle up in Goondoon Street and 
pushed local businesses aside as they not only 
took over the newly promised contracts with 
the gas companies but they also enticed em -
ployees away and grabbed several of the tradi-
tional contracts on offer in other sectors.

The same story can be told in our mining 
towns, Emerald, Mackay, Rockhampton and 
Yeppoon.

Across regional Australia, we realised the 
comfort our forebears had that people needed 
local businesses were disappearing fast due 
to technology, transport and infrastructure 
that enabled competitors to appear overnight 
and scoop the contracts.  We quickly found 
we could not just talk the talk or wave the 
Buy Local flag alone. Chambers of commerce, 
economic development groups and commit -
tees provided a forum for the voices to unite.  
Political leaders started to hear the noise and 
some became strong advocates for Buy Local.  
We saw Councils introduce tender weightings 

for local content, the State Government legis -
lating local content for contracts over certain 
values and the  Australian Government man -
dating local procurement in major projects.

We had to pull our socks up quickly to com -
pete with our competitors, being local might 
open the door but to stay in the room we 
needed to prove conformance to quality, safe -
ty, environmental standards and the ability to 
deliver.  And that we did.  Across Australia, lo -
cal businesses have successfully secured con-
tracts that would have otherwise gone to city 
based or foreign companies. Travel restrictions 
due to COVID reinforced the benefits of having 
local businesses provide services and there is a 
growing realisation that local businesses genu -
inely care and are invested in delivering qual -
ity services for the long term viability of their 
clients and in turn their business   

2022 is the year for local businesses in the 
CQ region.  The local content requirements for 
the Rocky Ring Road and the Fitzroy to Glad-
stone Pipeline have Tier 1s chasing our ser-
vices. Rookwood Weir and the Dept of Defence 
Shoalwater Bay Training Area ASMTI project 
are still bringing on contractors to complete 
those projects, new and expanding coking coal 
mines are popping up and tourism projects 
like Great Keppel Island will be ramping up in 
readiness for the 2032 Brisbane Olympics.  

We have done the hard yards, we are in 
the box seat, competitors are regrouping, get 
ready and get the job done for the future of our 
region.

FROM THE 
CEO’S DESK 

Patrice Brown Company Director and founder of CQG Consulting.

INDUSTRY TODAY  TodayGladstone.com.au 
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Supplied by Advance Rockhampton 

As the economic agency for the Rockhamp -
ton region, Advance Rockhampton and 
Rockhampton Regional Council continue 
to work with project contractors and local 
businesses to maximise the benefits of major 
projects to our region.
ROOKWOOD WEIR CONSTRUCTION 
PROJECT
Rookwood Weir is a landmark project that 
will capture valuable water in the lower Fitz -
roy River for use across the region.
The project comprises two key 
components:
1. constructing the weir
2. enabling works that will upgrade existing 
infrastructure to support both the construc -
tion of the weir and its operation
Building Rookwood Weir will:

 · provide water security

 · boost the regional economy

 · create jobs during construction

 · grow and diversify industry and agriculture

 · allow for the buying and selling of water

Rookwood Weir Alliance - Acciona, 
McCoskers, GHD and Sunwater

 · Total Value of Project - $367 million

 · Scale of Project - Largest water infrastruc-
ture project built in Australia since WWII

 · Completion Date - Rookwood Weir expect -
ed to be commissioned and operational in 
2023

AUSTRALIA-SINGAPORE MILITARY 
TRAINING INITIATIVE AT SHOALWATER 
BAY

 · Timeline - Construction scheduled to be 
complete by the end of 2024

 · Total Work Packages = 202 | Packages 
Awarded to Date = 122

 · Workers on Site October 2021 - 502

 · Managing Contractor- Laing O’Rourke

 · Expected Construction Value - $800M+
ROCKHAMPTON RING ROAD PROJECT
The QLD State Government led Rockhamp -
ton Ring Road is a major Central Queensland 
infrastructure project, providing a western 
link of the Bruce Highway at Rockhampton. 
Rockhampton Ring Road will connect com -
muters to priority precincts including the air -

port and our industrial precincts, offer better 
connections for productivity and growth and 
provide an alternative heavy vehicle route.

 · Timeline - Construction scheduled be -
tween 2022 and 2026

 · Managing Contractors- To be announced 
early 2022

 · Expected Construction Value - $1.065 Bil -
lion

These projects will help in putting Rocky 
on the Radar both from a liveability and in -
vesting perspective and they are creating the 
jobs right now and into the future.

To learn more visit advancerockhampton.
com.au or explorerockhampton.com.au
 Greg Bowden
 Executive Manager – Advance 
 Rockhampton 

Project updates

Initiatives are set to continue for Australia and Singapore Military training. 

Rookwood Weir funding
Central Queensland farmers are tapping into 
a $1.2 million initiative, which will assist them 
in bidding for water, from the new Rookwood 
Weir.

Minister for Water Glenn Butcher said 44 
Lower Fitzroy landholders had successfully 
applied for the Rookwood Weir Landholder 
Support Program, to better understand the op -
portunities available to them from the $367.7 
million piece of infrastructure.

“Rookwood Weir will deliver improved wa -
ter security and available water supply in the 
region, allowing farmers to expand operations 
and put on more workers,” he said.

“This program offers farm and land use 
planning, agronomy assessment, irrigation de -
sign and commercial feasibility assessments.

“It will provide numerous benefits to local 
irrigators, including the ability to transition to 
higher value crops, so the Palaszczuk Govern-
ment wants to make sure Queensland farmers, 
who are so valuable to the state’s economy, 

have everything they need to make informed 
decisions.

“With the second tender for water from the 
weir taking place this year, it’s important Cen -
tral Queensland farmers can put their best foot 
forward as part of the process.”

A minimum of 7,500 megalitres will be re -
leased in the second stage of the tender, with 
bidders able to apply for lots of up to 500 
megalitres. This follows the successful sale of 
30,000 megalitres in December 2020.

Member for Rockhampton Barry O’Rourke 
welcomed the announcement, which is set to 
boost the agricultural sector and in-turn, the 
CQ community, as a whole.

“This Queensland Government initiative 
will be an incredible injection for our region.

“As landholders expand their opportunities, 
jobs will no doubt be created through farming 
and the supply-chain,” Mr O’Rourke said.

That sentiment was echoed by Keppel MP 
Brittany Lauga.

“The Queensland Government will contin -
ue to support regional jobs through its multi-
million-dollar investment in this project.

“Rookwood Weir is about our future, about 
jobs in construction and also future jobs, as 
business and industry use this water to expand 
and create more jobs and opportunities for lo -
cal suppliers,” she said.

The Landholder Support Program is being 
facilitated, on behalf of Sunwater, by Advance 
Rockhampton, the economic development, 
investment, and industry growth unit of Rock -
hampton Regional Council.

Successful applicants can receive an onsite 
agricultural report, business plan support, and 
subsidies for independent financial advice to 
assist in taking part in the second stage of wa-
ter sales.

Rockhampton Mayor Tony Williams said 
a wide variety of landholders from the region 
were taking part in the program.

“We have landholders looking at commer -
cial cropping, such as grains, as well as tree 
crops ranging from dragon fruits to macada -
mias. There is also interest in accessing water 
to support livestock production.”

The applicants are from a range of locations 
across the Rockhampton, Central Highlands 
and Livingstone council areas and are inter -
ested in parcels of water from 10 megalitres 
right up to 500 megalitres.

The program commences this month and 
will run to May 2022.

Out-of-river activities are continuing at the 
weir site, including work on right riverbank 
and development of fish lock for the weir.

In-river works will ramp up again following 
the wet season.

The Rookwood Weir project is jointly fund -
ed by the Australian and Queensland govern -
ments, delivered in partnership with Sunwa -
ter. 

Out-of-river-works have been the focus over the last couple of months. The $1.2 million initiative will benefit Central Queensland farmers.  Pictures: SUPPLIED
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> Rockhampton Based Workshop 
Facilities, Fabrication and 
Mechanical repairs

> Multi skilled plant maintenance 
and projects workforce

> Mobile and Workshop 
based Abrasive Blast & 
Paint capabilities

Chauvel Industrial Services
26 Hempenstall Street, Kawana QLD 4701
www.chauvel.com.au | Ph 07 4926 8588
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HYDRAULIC HOSE 
SERVICES & REPAIR
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Working with CQ business
By Brett Donaldson, General Manager  
at Chauvel Industrial Services 

As we roll into 2022, Chauvel Industrial Ser -
vices strives to improve our relationship ties to 
local Central Queensland businesses.

Over the past couple of years, we have been 
working closely with other local businesses; by 
working collaboratively with other local busi -
nesses, we have achieved greater results on 
larger scale projects and shutdowns.  

CIS and Walkabout Welding are some of the 
many great partnerships we’ve developed in 
the past couple of years.  

Jed and Connor Austin have run Walkabout 
Welding for the past 33 years, boasting an ex-
cellent team of multi-skilled personnel that 
are more than willing to work alongside our 
team anywhere in Central Queensland; this 
has allowed us both to benefit on many proj -
ects and shutdowns.

Both CIS and Walkabout Welding have 
manufacturing, labour supply, and repair fa -
cilities based in Rockhampton and Central 
Queensland, and by assisting each other with 
overflows of fabrication and skilled labour 
supply work at times this allows us both to 
take on larger-scale projects, keep our qual -
ity high and to deliver on time under budget 
works regularly.  

Suppling key personnel and trades for shut -
down work in the mining and heavy industry 
sector is also a combined strength, our crews 
are both well trained, safe, and work well to -
gether no matter the task at hand.

The opportunities are far greater when 
like-minded people and businesses can come 
together to deliver a much stronger capable 
package to some of Australia’s biggest compa-
nies.  

We can take on larger scopes of work to 
help each other compete on the much larger 
stages in our industry through these growing 
partnerships.

Moving forward through 2022 and beyond, 
it is in our best interests to be looking in our 
own backyard for opportunities such as these 
local working relationships.  

Right here in Central Queensland, the num -
ber of capable businesses is growing every year 
and with the coming upgrades to Rockhamp -
ton’s Ring Road infrastructure and many other 
major projects in the region, we will see an in -
flux of opportunities present themselves.  

It can be daunting as business owners when 
these opportunities arise to think that we may 
not have the size or capability to compete with 
the much larger Tier 1 and 2 companies but 
when we work toward working together, it’s 
possible to achieve so much more. 

Our continued approach here at CIS will 
be to grow and improve our working relation -
ships with a multitude of Central Queensland 
businesses in the future.  

By having this outlook as an ever-growing 
business, we see us strongly positioned to take 
on more of the upcoming opportunities this 
growing Central Queensland region presents.  

Working on your own can give you a narrow 
focus and a lack of belief in what you think to 
be achievable.  

Working together with others opens a world 
of opportunities to all the parties involved, 
don’t miss these opportunities!

Chauvel Industrial Services is a supply and system maintenance provider to the Mining Industry in Central Queensland, providing fully comprehensive 
small, medium and large trades on a wide range of mining facilities.  Pictures: SUPPLIED
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Tree Lopping & Removal, Stump Grinding - Domestic and Corporate Services
Call  The Green Team | Phone  0475 046 080 

Email  sales@paci�cenergygroup.com.au | Website  www.paci�cenergygroup.com.au 
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Butler Partners supporting CQ 
Today serving the local community

 Rockhampton: (07) 4927 1400   Gladstone: (07) 4972 2544   Moranbah: (07) 4864 0840
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QAL shares spirit of giving
With the season of giving among us recently, 
Queensland Alumina Limited (QAL) has cele -
brated by gifting $10,000 worth of donations to 
local not-for-profit organisations around the 
Gladstone community. 

Leading up to Christmas, QAL visited Angli -
care; Aussie Helpers; Gladstone Paws; GAPDL 
Communities for Children; Roseberry Com -
munity Services; and Gladstone Animal Res-
cue Group to surprise them with a donation 
to say thanks for their hard work and ongoing 
support of our local community. 

Contributing to growing a sustainable and 
thriving community is at the core of QAL’s 
work. Helping local not-for-profit and com -
munity groups allow QAL to show gratitude 
to organisations that help contribute to Glad -
stone’s vibrancy and success. QAL visited Aussie Helpers to say thank you.

Communities 4 Children received a $1000 cheque in response to their hard work within the 
community. 

QAL provided Gladstone Animal Rescue Group 
with a $500 cheque to thank them for their 
contribution to the community.

Roseberry Community Services is a not-for-profit organisation that helps 
young people and families who are experiencing difficulty. 

Over Christmas, QAL visited Anglicare. 

$500 was donated to Gladstone Paws.
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Renewable 
energy future
Queensland’s resource and construction sec -
tor are coming together to highlight the state’s 
renewable energy projects to promote jobs 
and supply chain opportunities at an online 
industry conference in April. 

The Connecting Renewable Energy Confer-
ence Queensland will feature approved and 
proposed solar, wind, battery, hydroelectric, 
and hydrogen projects highlighting their busi -
ness and supply chain procurement opportu -
nities within the renewable energy sector. 

Event organiser, Connecting Industry Man -
aging Director Kieran Moran said Queensland 
is being recognised globally as an ideal loca-
tion for growing industries such as renew -
ables, hydrogen, and associated manufactur -
ing hubs. 

“Delivering more clean energy will be vital 
in supercharging our emerging renewable in -
dustry economy and helping to grow industri -
al hubs and manufacturing across the state,” 
Mr Moran said. 

“The strategic focus of the Connecting Re -
newable Energy Conference is to stimulate 
business development and  solution-based 
opportunities and highlight more than $5 bil -
lion of renewable energy projects and their 
procurement  opportunities to assist industry 
and the supply chain in their planning for fu -
ture work opportunities.” 

Mr Moran said the conference is a testa -
ment to how quickly Queensland is accelerat -
ing towards its 50 per cent  Renewable Energy 
Target by 2030. 

“The resource and construction indus -
try are investing heavily in new renewables 
projects which will create jobs and stimulate 

Queensland’s economy,” he said. 
“With projects like Fortescue Future In -

dustries Global Green Energy Manufacturing 
Centre (GEM), Acciona Energia’s Macintyre 
Wind Farm, and Energy Estate’s Abbot Point 
Clean Energy Hub, the conference will present 
decision makers  from 15+ solar, wind, battery, 
hydro-electric, and hydrogen projects who 
have come together to present their plans for  
construction and development of these major 
projects.” 

Renewable energy company Energy Es-
tate is developing several projects through -
out Queensland. Energy Estate  Director of 
Engagement and Culture Rosie King said 
Queensland is uniquely positioned to lever -
age its abundance of natural resources and 
play a pivotal role in the transition to a green 
economy. 

“We are passionate about developing the 
renewable energy generation required to de -
liver on Queensland’s decarbonisation nar -
rative, whether that is for the smelters, elec -
trolyser manufacturing, or the many recently 
announced hydrogen production opportuni -
ties,” Ms King said.  

“Our development approach reflects that 
this energy transformation must be done in an 
open and measured way that  is respectful as 
to the impact of the decline of some existing 
industries and jobs.” 

Delivered via live video virtual streaming, 
Mr Moran added the event is facilitated by a 
dedicated conference platform allowing all 
delegates to connect, engage, network, and 
have private live face to face meetings with 
presenting project speakers and their teams, 
exhibitors, sponsors, and all attendees.  

Queensland Premier Annastacia Palaszczuk with Andrew Forrest and state ministers in October on 
the announcement that Fortescue Future Industries will build the world’s first Global Green Energy 
(GEM) Manufacturing Centre in Gladstone, Queensland. 
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Insert Brain Here

Ballard Street

Grin Bin

Swamp

Insanity Streak
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WuMo

Against the Grain
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No. 065

No. 065 No. 065

������
1 Type of hat�(3)
3 Pre-evenings�(10)
10 Containers�(7)
11 Most wealthy�(7)
12 Businesses that sell goods�(9)
13 Look for�(4)
15 Giving an alternate name to 

someone�(10)
17 Scottish loch�(4)
19 Downtime�(4)
20 Symptomatic�(10)
23 Insects�(4)
25 Making loud and confused 

noise�(10)
27 Wetter in terms of 

weather�(7)
28 General style of cooking�(7)
29 Expert�(10)
30 Allow�(3)

����
1 In a logically consistent 

manner�(10)
2 Related to government�(9)

4 Male angler�(9)
5 Noblemen�(5)
6 Most pleasant�(6)
7 Very fat�(5)
8 Location�(4)
9 Quit�(6)
14 Valuation�(10)
16 Things causing annoyance�(9)
18 Article expressing editor’s 

opinion�(9)
21 Relating to elementary 

particles�(6)
22 St Francis of — (6)
24 Combine�(5)
25 Rocky stuff that forms a 

reef�(5)
26 — and 

cons�(4)

�������
QUICK CROSSWORD

DECODER WORDFIT

9-LETTER WORD

5x5 QUICK QUIZ

To solve a Sudoku puzzle, every number from 
1 to 9 must appear in: each of the nine vertical 
columns, each of the nine horizontal rows and 
each of the nine 3 x 3 boxes. Remember, no 
number can occur more than once in any row, 
column or box.

No. 065

5 8 4 9 1

1 2 7 3 4

9 3 4 7 6

2 7 4

5 1 6

6 9

2 9

2 5 7

2 7 3

easy

9 4 7 2

3 1 8 2 4

2 7 4 1

6 2 4

6 5

3 5 2

7 8 3

6 3

4 7 5

medium

2 9

9 1 8 2

6 3

8 6 5 9

6 9 5

1 4

3 4

8 2 1

3 2 5 4

hard

No. 065

SUDOKU

1 Banoffee is a combination of 
which two �avours?

2 Shore is a 2020 album by 
which US indie folk group?

3 True or false: the scienti�c 
name for a dugong is  
dugong dugon?

4 Bluetooth is named after  
a king of Denmark and  
Norway from which century: 
10th, 11th or 12th?

5 From which continent did elm 
trees originate?

6 With regards to the �le type, 
what does PDF stand for?

7 Which British journalist  
wrote the 2019 non-�ction 
book Superior: The Return of 
Race Science?

8 Viola Davis (pictured) stars  
as Veronica Rawlings in which 
2018 �lm?

9 Colombo is the largest city on 
which South Asian island?

10 The Aurealis Awards  
celebrate Australian writing  
in what genres?

�����������������������������������������������������������������������������
�������������������������������������������������������������������������������
��
������������

Using the nine letters in the grid, how many words of  
four letters or more can you list? The centre letter must  
be included and each letter may only be used once.  
No colloquial or foreign 
words. No capitalised nouns, 
apostrophes or plural 
words ending in “s”.

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

��
�

�
����
��
	� �

�

����
��
	� ������

�

����
��
	� ����••�••

�
�•�•
��• 	

­� �������
���
���
���
���
���
���
���
���
���
���
���
���
���
���
���
���
���
���
���
���
���
���
��


��

�� �������
����
����
����
����
���

����
��
�
����
����
���

����
����
����

���

€��������
�����

���
�
����

�����
�����
����

�����
�����
�����

����
�����
�����
�����
�����
��
��
�	���
�����
�����
�����
�����
�����
�����

�����
�����
�����
�����
�����
�����
��
��
�����
�����
�����
�����
���
�
�����

����

����

����

�
��

����

����
�����
�����

�����
��
��
���
�

‚� �������
������
��

��
������
������

ƒ��������
�������
�������
�������
�������

�������
�������

�� �������
�	������
���
����
��������
��������

��� �������
��������
��
�����������

12345678910111213

14151617181920212223242526

Y

R

I

E

G

V

S

Q

W

X

F

J

L

D

H

U

Z

P

K

T

O

B

N

A

C

M

Insert the missing letters to make  
10 words – �ve reading across the 
grid and �ve reading down.

NOTE: more than one solution may 
be possible
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958314672

537182946

279465381

763298514

821649735

385921467

142576893

694753128

416837259

easy medium

hard

583496127

816273549

159834276

921758364

735149682

367921458

674312895

492685713

248567931

239784516

795168324

942817653

487651239

613472895

571346982

156239478

824593761

368925147

1

14

7

20

2

15

8

21

3

16

9

22

4

17

10

23

5

18

11

24

6

19

12

25

13

26
A M

���„���	 �…� Banana and toffee �…�Fleet Foxes 
­…�True �…�10th €…� Asia ‚…�Portable Document 
Format ƒ…�  Angela Saini �…�Widows †…� Sri Lanka 
�‡…�Sci-�, fantasy and horror
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ARIES 
(Mar 21 - Apr 20)

SAGITTARIUS 
(Nov 23 - Dec 21)

LIBRA 
(Sep 23 - Oct 23)

SCORPIO 
(Oct 24 - Nov 22)

LEO 
(Jul 23 - Aug 23)

VIRGO 
(Aug 24 - Sep 22)

CANCER 
(Jun 22 - Jul 22)

PISCES 
(Feb 19 - Mar 20)

GEMINI 
(May 21 - Jun 21)

AQUARIUS 
(Jan 21 - Feb 18)

TAURUS 
(Apr 21 - May 20)

CAPRICORN 
(Dec 22 - Jan 20) 

ARROW WORDS

HOROSCOPE  by Tanya Obreza

SOLUTION

The cosmos �nds you in a 
meddling mood. Be careful, 
or you could talk your way 
into a headache’s worth 
of commitments. Some 
situations don’t need your 
input - so get out of the 
way and trust that others 
will get on just �ne 
without you. The good 
news? Money matters no 
longer seem to be a thorn 
in your side.
Best Day: Sunday 30th

We all make mistakes 
and sometimes there’s a 
tendency to repeat said 
mistakes time and time 
again. So, you’d think by 
now that you would have 
learned to listen to that 
“inner voice”, the one that 
suggests reason. This week 
you either heed the lesson, 
or stumble back to square 
one. Stay clear of �nancial 
schemes that seem too good 
to be true.
Best Day: Friday 4th

Your year ahead 
Aquarians now come into 
their own. First, you’re blessed 
with some extra cash. If left 
wondering where best to 
invest, try property or home-
related industries. Business 
travel’s not o� the list of possi-
bilities either. And should the 
occasional obstacle need a 
determined nudge, you have 
plenty of planetary power 
behind you. Ditto for friends 
and family. Alongside your 
own ambition, this year their 
love can also play a big part 
in your success.  Indeed, this 
year triggers an impatience to 
unleash your wilder fantasies. 
Even tired relationships enjoy 
a fresh lease on life.

Tensions �are as power 
struggles promote either 
�ght or �ight. Your �ery 
Sagittarian anger can be 
explosive, but suppressing 
emotions isn’t healthy either. 
If you have a problem, aim 
for a positive outcome rather 
than just venting. Either 
clear the air or take very 
long walks. In any case, your 
health can only improve 
with a little extra exercise.
Best Day: Tuesday 1st

Good one, Capricorn. You’ve 
managed to make it to this 
point with much of your 
stability still intact. All you 
have to do now is keep your 
cards pinned close to your 
chest while doing business 
as usual. Two hints: don’t 
say more than you have to, 
and don’t try to �x what isn’t 
broken. This week, 
keep everything objective 
and balanced. 
Best Day: Friday 4th

Common sense proves to 
be your biggest ally this 
week, when you’re asked 
to be more giving in your 
approach to life and love. 
Children draw out your 
nurturing tendencies, or 
close friends and family 
need a helping hand. If 
that means putting up 
with minor gripes, so be 
it. You now have heavenly 
support.
Best Day: Saturday 5th

This week �nds most 
Pisceans blessed with 
achievement and genuine 
joy. The universe sets its 
generous heart on rewarding 
you.  You’ve been through 
some challenging times, for 
sure - but all that diligence 
�nally starts to pay o�. Take 
some time to re�ect on the 
past few months, and then 
seize any new opportunity in 
front of you. 
Best Day: Thursday 3rd

From time to time, the 
least amount of e�ort can 
bring the biggest rewards.
Librans have charm and 
con�dence, but this week 
your steadfast spirit also 
steers most things your 
way. Plus your words and 
actions ensure you deliver 
the goods. It’s a winning 
formula at a time when 
you’re urged to mix 
business with pleasure.
Best Day: Monday 31st

If someone is suddenly 
taking pot shots at you, 
it’s because you’ve only 
just come into their sights. 
Being noticed has its 
upside, but it also �nds you 
in the crosshairs. Envious 
colleagues are happy to 
gun down your dreams. 
Sidestep - swiftly and often. 
And there’s no need to 
broadcast your innermost 
thoughts. Keep everything 
under wraps.
Best Day: Wednesday 2nd

Energy takes a temporary 
dive this week, as weary 
Leos retreat. The upside? 
What you don’t do for 
yourself you’ll do for others 
and, in time, this sel�essness 
will be repaid. Perhaps not 
immediately, but favours are 
often returned just when 
you need them most. This 
is a time when one small 
kindness could make all the 
di�erence
Best Day: Thursday 4th

Your strong character 
and search for perfection 
is what distinguishes 
you from others. You’re 
always looking for the 
best solution to any 
problem. Some shy away 
from your authoritarian 
character. One thing’s for 
certain - others notice your 
presence; but you can be a 
tad too serious. Relax, Virgo. 
Sometimes - it’s just life.
Best Day: Sunday 30th

Forget your usual Taurean 
caution. This week your 
need for fun is on par 
with any of the more 
uninhibited, go-getting 
zodiac signs. This means 
non-stop action; and, 
delightfully, even long- 
held plans may be 
detoured by a surprise. 
Stay �exible for unexpected 
events, especially the 
loving kind. 
Best Day: Tuesday 1st

Fear can often hold us 
back and so often leads to 
missed opportunities. 
Don’t give up or change 
direction this late in the 
game just because of a 
few delays - stick with 
it, have faith and trust 
both the heavens and 
your intuition. Live life to 
the full, and success 
may come sooner than 
hoped.
Best Day: Saturday 5th

AlackParty
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Number of
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Warnings
See www.bom.gov.au/australia/warnings
Gladstone:
Partly cloudy. Medium chance of showers, most
likely in the morning and afternoon. Light winds
becoming easterly 20 to 30 km/h in the morning
then tending southeasterly 15 to 20 km/h in the
late evening.
Friday. Mostly sunny.
Rockhampton:
Partly cloudy. Slight chance of a shower in the
morning and afternoon. Light winds becoming
easterly 15 to 25 km/h in the middle of the day
then becoming light in the evening.
Friday. Partly cloudy.
Capricornia:
Partly cloudy. Slight (30%) chance of a shower in
the morning and afternoon. The chance of a storm
in the southwest in the late afternoon and evening.
Light winds becoming easterly 15 to 25 km/h in
the morning.
Friday. Partly cloudy. Winds east to southeasterly
15 to 25 km/h.
Central Highlands and Coalfields:
Partly cloudy. Slight (20%) chance of a shower. The
chance of a storm in the afternoon and evening.
Winds northeasterly 15 to 20 km/h becoming light
before dawn then becoming northeasterly 15 to 25
km/h in the morning.
Queensland:
Deep tropical moisture will extend across western
and central Queensland. A trough will extend over
northwest Queensland and southern Cape York
Peninsula. A local area of converging winds may lie
over the northeast coast between Cooktown and
Bowen, enhancing rainfall in the area. A high in the
southern Tasman Sea will extend a ridge along the
east coast south of Bowen. A slight to medium
chance of showers in eastern districts south of
Mackay. A slight to medium chance of showers and
storms elsewhere, increasing to a high to very high
chance north of Winton. Rain at times in the
northwest and about the northeast coast. Possible
severe storms in the west and southwest, and
possible severe storms with heavy falls about the
northeast coast between Cooktown and Bowen.
Temperatures near or below average, tending well
below average in the far west during the day.

TODAY 10AM

TOMORROW 10AM

SATURDAY 10AM

GLADSTONE FORECAST

FORECAST

THE WORLD

CAPITAL CITIES

World conditions today
City Weather Max Min

www.bom.gov.au
Warnings: 
Latest info at 
 www.bom.gov.au/australia/warnings
Warnings 1300 659 210
State Service 1300 934 034
Coastal Waters 1300 978 023

City Condition Max
Adelaide Humid. Partly cloudy. 31
Brisbane Partly cloudy. 30
Canberra Partly cloudy. 28
Darwin Shower or two. Storm. 33
Hobart Humid. Shower or two. 28
Melbourne Humid. Shower. Storm. 34
Perth Mostly sunny. 33
Sydney Partly cloudy. 28

GLADSTONE

UV ALERT

8:00am - 4:10pm

MAX UV Index

14 (extreme)

SUN & MOON

TIDES
Gladstone
Today:
H: 4:45am 3.6m
L: 11:11am 1.6m
H: 4:51pm 3.3m
L: 11:05pm 1.3m
Tomorrow:
H: 5:57am 3.9m
L: 12:25pm 1.4m
H: 6:13pm 3.3m

Saturday:
L: 12:14am 1.1m
H: 6:59am 4.2m
L: 1:27pm 1.1m
H: 7:20pm 3.4m
Sunday:
L: 1:17am 0.9m
H: 7:51am 4.4m
L: 2:20pm 0.8m
H: 8:15pm 3.6m
Monday:
L: 2:14am 0.8m
H: 8:40am 4.6m
L: 3:08pm 0.7m
H: 9:03pm 3.7m
Tuesday:
L: 3:03am 0.6m
H: 9:26am 4.7m
L: 3:52pm 0.6m
H: 9:48pm 3.8m

Port Alma
Today:
H: 4:50am 4.5m
L: 11:24am 1.9m
H: 5:07pm 4.1m
L: 11:37pm 1.5m
Tomorrow:
H: 6:02am 4.8m
L: 12:33pm 1.6m
H: 6:16pm 4.2m

Saturday:
L: 12:43am 1.3m
H: 7:04am 5.2m
L: 1:36pm 1.3m
H: 7:16pm 4.4m
Sunday:
L: 1:41am 1.0m
H: 8:00am 5.5m
L: 2:31pm 1.0m
H: 8:09pm 4.5m
Monday:
L: 2:32am 0.8m
H: 8:50am 5.7m
L: 3:21pm 0.9m
H: 8:56pm 4.6m
Tuesday:
L: 3:18am 0.7m
H: 9:35am 5.7m
L: 4:05pm 0.8m
H: 9:41pm 4.7m

COASTAL WATERS
St. Lawrence to Burnett Heads:
Winds: Easterly 10 to 15 knots turning southeaster-
ly 15 to 20 knots during the morning. Seas: Below
1 metre, increasing to 1 to 1.5 metres around mid-
day. Swell: Easterly below 1 metre inshore, increas-
ing to 1 to 1.5 metres offshore. 
Weather: Partly cloudy.
Friday. Winds: East to southeasterly 15 to 20 knots.
Seas: Around 1 metre, increasing to 1 to 1.5 metres
during the evening. Swell: Easterly 1 to 1.5 metres,
decreasing to around 1 metre during the morning.
Weather: Mostly sunny. Possible showers offshore.
Bowen to St. Lawrence:
Winds: East to northeasterly 10 to 15 knots. Winds
tending east to southeasterly in the afternoon and
increasing to 15 to 20 knots. Inshore winds south
of Sarina turning northeasterly in the afternoon.
Seas: Around 1 metre. Swell: Easterly below 1
metre. Weather: Partly cloudy.
Friday. Winds: East to southeasterly 15 to 20 knots.
Inshore winds south of Sarina turning northeasterly in
the afternoon. Seas: Around 1 metre. Swell: Easterly
below 1 metre. Weather: Partly cloudy.
Hervey Bay:
Winds: East to southeasterly about 10 knots
increasing to 15 to 20 knots in the morning. Winds
decreasing to 10 to 15 knots in the late evening.
Seas: Below 1 metre, increasing to 1 to 1.5 metres
during the afternoon. Swell: North to northeasterly
below 1 metre. Weather: Partly cloudy.
Friday. Winds: East to southeasterly 10 to 15 knots
increasing to 15 to 20 knots in the afternoon. Seas:
Around 1 metre, increasing to 1 to 1.5 metres during
the afternoon or evening. Swell: North to northeasterly
below 1 metre. 
Weather: Partly cloudy. Possible showers.

Athens fine 11 -2
Auckland showers 24 19
Bangkok fine 34 26
Beijing fine 3 -6
Berlin rain 6 3
Christchurch showers 18 10
Denpasar storms 32 26
Dublin cloudy 10 2
Hong Kong rain 21 18
Honolulu sunny 27 19
Jakarta cloudy 29 25
Johannesburg storms 29 15
Kuala Lumpur storms 34 24
London cloudy 11 4
Los Angeles sunny 23 8
Madrid sunny 13 3
Moscow snow -6 -9
New Delhi fog 16 7
New York sunny -1 -8
Noumea rain 28 25
Paris rain 8 1
Auckland showers 24 19
Port Vila rain 31 23
Seoul cloudy 3 -5
Singapore fine 34 24
Suva storms 31 23
Tel Aviv rain 14 8
Tokyo fine 11 3
Vancouver cloudy 6 0
Wellington windy 18 12

Issued at 1pm Wednesday for 
January 27, 2022

Sunrise Sunset Moonrise Moonset
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday

5:30am 6:46pm 12:12am 1:47pm
5:30am 6:45pm 12:58am 2:53pm
5:31am 6:45pm 1:50am 4:01pm
5:32am 6:44pm 2:51am 5:07pm
5:33am 6:44pm 3:57am 6:07pm
5:33am 6:44pm 5:06am 7:01pm

1000

1008

1008

1008

1008

1008

1016

1016

1000

1007

998

1024

1000 1000

1024

1008

1008

1008

10161016
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1003

1003

1018

1024

1008

1008

1008

1016

10161016

1016

1002

1004

1023

Sunny Mostly
sunny

Partly
cloudy

Cloudy Chance
shower

Shower
or two

Showers Light rain
(drizzle)

Rain Storm Showers
storm

Windy Dust Fog

Gayndah31

Bundaberg 29

Rockhampton 31

Biloela 31

Gladstone 30

Possible shower.
30 

TODAY
Mostly sunny.

31 

TOMORROW
Mostly sunny.

32 

SATURDAY
Partly cloudy.

33 

SUNDAY

Charleville 33

Brisbane 30

Townsville 30

Winton 31

Cunnamulla 34

Roma 32

Longreach 34

Moranbah 34

Hervey Bay 30

Windorah 33

Richmond 31

Mackay 31

Emerald 36

Charters Towers 30

Rolleston 35
Tambo 35

St. George 32
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Gladstone Valley
Funerals

& Cremation Services

Funeral & death notices can be found by following the link:

gladstonevalleyfunerals.com.au/funeral-notices
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 TodayGladstone.com.au  RECIPES

EASY SUMMER  
MOJITOS
This cocktail is by far one of the easiest to 
make and can be made directly in the glass, so 
you get to avoid any excess cleaning up. 

This recipe is for a single cocktail made in 
the glass. 

You can easily add new flavours to it, like 
raspberry or passionfruit, by adding a few tea -
spoons of your chosen fruit when you add in 
the lime juice and sugar.

Method:
1. Add the peaches to a bowl and toss with the 
balsamic vinegar and honey.
2. Add the chicken to a separate bowl and toss 
with the olive oil, basil, oregano, salt, and pepper.
3. Preheat your grill, grill pan, or cast-iron skillet 
to medium-high and brush with oil.
4. Remove the peaches from the balsamic mix 
and grill them for 2-3 minutes or until light char 
marks appear, flip and grill another 2-3 minutes. 
Remove from the grill. Reserve any remaining 
balsamic mix for the vinaigrette.
5. To the grill, add the chicken and prosciutto to 
grill for 5-8 minutes per side or until the chicken 

is cooked through and the prosciutto crisp. Re-
move from the grill and let rest for 5-10 minutes. 
Thinly slice the chicken and crumble the pro-
sciutto.
6. In a large salad bowl, combine the rocket and 
tomatoes. Top the salad with grilled peaches, 
chicken, mozzarella, and sliced avocado. Sprinkle 
the toasted pumpkin seeds all over the salad.
7. Serve the salad alongside the balsamic vinai-
grette, by combining any remaining balsamic mix 
from when you tossed it with the peaches with the 
olive oil, 1/4 cup balsamic vinegar, basil, mus-
tard, salt and pepper. Taste, and adjust season-
ings to your liking. 

Method:
1. Measure out the alcohol. No eyeballing.
2. Add in the lime and sugar before mixing well.
3. Smack the mint leaves in the palms of your 
hands before adding them to the glass.
4. Add in enough ice to almost fill the glass.
5. Top up with soda water and enjoy. 

Ingredients:
 · 4 ripe peaches or nectarines, quartered

 · ½ cup balsamic vinegar

 · 1 tbs honey

 · 4 boneless skinless chicken thighs

 · 100 gms thinly sliced prosciutto

 · 1 tbs olive oil

 · 2 tbs fresh chopped basil

 · 1 tbs fresh chopped oregano

 · Kosher salt + pepper

 · 6 cups fresh rocket

 · 1 cup cherry tomatoes

 · 150 gms fresh mozzarella cheese, torn

 · 2 avocados, sliced

 · Toasted pumpkin seeds to sprinkle

Balsamic vinaigrette:
 · ¼  cup olive oil

 · ¼  cup balsamic vinegar

 · 2 tbs fresh chopped basil

 · 2 tsp dijon mustard

 · Salt and pepper

While it might seem complicated, this salad 
actually packs a huge amount of flavour into 
what is a reasonably easy recipe. 

A sure-fire favourite, it has the perfect 
balance of different flavours and textures 
and is the perfect way to end a summer’s day.

BALSAMIC STONE 
FRUIT AND CHICKEN

Ingredients:
 · A short glass

 · 3 tbsp white rum,

 · 2 tbsp lime juice

 · 2 tsp granulated sugar

 · Mint to taste

 · Ice

 · Soda water
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Humming in 
Harbour City
By Liam Emerton 

The Gladstone Gladiators’ Harbour City meet 
was a huge event on the CQ swimming calen-
dar with over 300 athletes diving into action. 

Swimmers from across Central Queensland 
and as far as the Wide Bay region descended 
on Gladstone for the three-day event. 

Plenty of personal bests and even meet re-

cords were created across Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday. 

Rocky City’s Amelie Smith and Sally Vagg 
as well as Gladstone’s Kane Martine and Kai 
Devine were a few of the memorable record 
breakers.

Swim Surf Photography’s Bec Devine pro -
vided Gladstone Today with plenty of terrific 
photos from the event. 

Rocky City’s Mackenzie Wyeth. Rocky City’s Amelie Smith and Sally Vagg both broke meet records on the weekend. 
 Pictures: BEC DEVINE SWIM SURF PHOTOGRAPHY

Yeppoon Sharks’ Noah Marshall in the 
backstroke event.

Girls 12 and over 50m freestyle start.

Gladiators’ Kai Devine and Kane Martin with a show of sportsmanship after two brilliant 
performances. 

Yeppoon’s Demi Marshall at Harbour City. 

Emerald Seals’ Amy Priddle, 16, in action. 

SPORT  TodayGladstone.com.au 
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The Girls 8-11 year old 50m backstroke, in lane 8 is Daisy Dingle from the Boyne Tannum Bullets. Gladstone Souths’ Kayden Gibson broke a swim meet record on the 
weekend. 

Gladiators’ Shianne Plunkett in the backstroke event. 

The Gladiators together at their home event. 

Jovi Bax from Gladstone South. 

Lane 5, Kai Devine and Lane 4, Kane Martin get ready for backstroke. 

Justin Giles from Gympie was one of many from out of the region to attend Harbour City. Gladstone Gladiators’ Dylan Veach in his freestyle motion. 
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By Liam Emerton 

In pursuit of their fifth Wells/McDonald 
Cup the cricketers north of the Fitzroy River 
made a huge statement on Friday night. 

After losing for the first time in 2021, the 
Northside squad made up for last year’s 
slump in a huge way, winning the cup with 
four overs and four wickets to spare. 

And that all stemmed from their bowl -
ing attack including the first over when The 
Glen’s dangerman David Heymer (4) was 
given his marching orders after lofting the 
ball in the air for Logan Whitfield to catch.

That opening wicket came at the ex -
pense of just four runs with Brent Hartley 
picking up the first of ten Southside wick -
ets. 

That brought Southside captain Joe Mc -
Gahan to the crease who combined with 
opener Callum McMahon for a solid part -
nership worth 42 runs. 

That was before McMahon had his 
stumps skittled by Travis Applewaite who 
secured McGahan’s scalp soon after with a 
brilliant direct hit to run the captain out. 

That left the defending champions 3/54 
and Whitfield soon trapped Luke Johnstone 
in front the score read 4/62.

Desperately needing a solid partnership, 
Sam Guerin and Jack Harris produced 20 
runs combined before Guerin (16)  fell to 
the bowling of Connor Jacobs.

And Jacobs was far from done after scor-
ing his first wicket of the night, producing 
a history-making moment in the Moltec 
Charity Big Bash. 

In the 17th over Jacobs took hold of the 
game and dismissed Harris, Alex Beatty and 
Jack Connor in consecutive balls to notch 
up the first-ever hattrick in the derby’s his -
tory. 

Eventually that moment would lead Ja -
cobs to the man-of-the-match award and 
rightly so. 

Eight down with just 86 runs on the 
board, Sam Chew (0) was caught out from 

the bowling of Murray Harch without being 
able to add to the total. 

The total was soon set at 96 runs from 
Northside who seemed confident in being 
able to surpass those runs. 

A second-wicket partnership between 
Hayden Busk (22) and Brent Hartley (22) 
was the best of the innings and helped set 
up Northside for a dominant win. 

The pair were able to get their squad up 
to 2/67 at the time of Busk’s dismissal and 
after a few short partnerships Travis Apple -
waite’s 13 runs helped get the squad over 
the line. 

Northside continued their innings, de -
spite making the necessary total, to attempt 
to raise more funds for the charity. 

After the completion of their 20 overs 
Northside scored 131 runs to reclaim the 
Wells/McDonald Cup. 

In the under 21s competition Southside 
became the inaugural champions thanks to 
a huge 89 runs by batsmen Conner McKen-
zie.

In total Southside won by 65 runs de -
spite the best efforts of Joshua Driscoll who 
scored 37 runs in the attempted chase by 
Northside. 

All together the night raised more than 
$2000 for Cure Cancer, a solid effort and 
matching last year’s total.  

Cup back on Northside
Hattrick hero Connor Jacob prepares for his run up during his three-wicket over. 

Logan Whitfield bowls in the second over of 
the contest. 

Joe McGahan with a big power shot on 
Friday night. 

William Barwick gets into his motion.

The Glen’s David Heymer with a shot down 
the pitch. 

William Barwick steams in for Northside.

SPORT  TodayGladstone.com.au 

Clash is one 
for the ages 
By Liam Emerton 

After a brilliant 2022 Country Carnival it’s back 
to the regular fixtures in Central Queensland 
this weekend. 

The Capricorn Challenge returns with an 
eye-catching match to be played between 
Gladstone’s The Glen and the Gracemere Bulls. 

In a season that has depended so much 
on momentum, this could be the fixture that 
causes a seismic shift on the table. 

Before the week hiatus, Gracemere were 
able to find their feet with a huge win over the 
then-undefeated Frenchville Falcons. 

The Bulls were undeniably much improved 
after the holiday break but will now have to 
shift their focus to the ever-dangerous Glad -
stone squad. 

The Glen defeated Gracemere back in 
round four of the competition by only one 
wicket and it will be surprising if this week -
end’s match isn’t that close again. 

After a shock loss to the Rockhampton 
Brothers in round seven, The Glen made 
amends in the last round when they defeated 
the Capricorn Coast Parkana. 

No other game this season may be as cru-
cial as this week’s game for The Glen who will 
want to have back-to-back wins to be brim -
ming with confidence when they come up 
against Frenchville in the week after. 

However, they can not overlook the current 
Cap Challenge champions who will be eager 
to leapfrog The Glen and land in second place. 

Waiting in the shadows for the loser of that 

match may be the Rockhampton Brothers who 
are coming off a two-week break. 

Their last fixture was the aforementioned 
win against The Glen and with Brothers be -
hind both Gracemere and Gladstone by just 
three points a win this weekend would see 
them leap into the top three. 

However Rocky can’t take Capricorn Coast 
lightly as they showed last round against The 
Glen, they still have plenty of fight in them. 

The Parkana allowed The Glen to escape 
with a win two weeks ago but they will be ea -
ger to pick up their first win of the season this 
weekend. 

Brothers have the numerical advantage 
after defeating Cap Coast by eight wickets in 
the reverse fixture but the side from Yeppoon 
could be reinvented this weekend. 

The Glen will need to be at their best to beat 
Gracemere this weekend. 

Gracemere Bulls could go second with a huge win this weekend. 
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Let’s talk sport with Aaron Stevens 
and Liam Emerton

Bennett’s band, and Alcott
This week Let’s Talk Sport featuring 4RO’s 
AARON STEVENS joining Gladstone Today 
and CQ Today journalist LIAM EMERTON 
focuses on The Dolphins 2023 NRL squad and 
Dylan Alcott’s latest achievement. 

NRL
The Dolphins have made a few more moves 
over the last week or so, do they still need that 
massive signing or have they already given him 
a contract? 
Aaron:  Well is Jesse Bromwich that star? That’s 
a pretty big pick up who is an amazing player 
and a stalwart for the Storm for so long. 

That’s not a bad get, if you’re looking for 
star power obviously you talk about the backs 
but Jesse Bromwich as a big signing is right up 
there. 

Felise Kaufusi, Ray Stone, of course Mark 
Nicholls, they’re all great players and we know 
what Wayne Bennett can do with those types 
of players. 

Back in the day when he had the likes of 
Webcke, Civoniceva at the Broncos, it’s about 
that power game and rolling forward. 

He’s got those consistent players and I have 
to tell you that Jamayne Isaako isn’t a bad pick 
up either. 

I was a huge fan of his when he came into 
the NRL and he’s been in and out of the side 
but that’s the type of player that Wayne can 
take under his wing and make a star. 

There are some good players there, and ev-
eryone is talking about the younger brother of 
James Roberts, Michael, you get the idea that 
there are players there that are solid players.

Are there any real superstars available? 
It will be interesting when he unveils his 

halves which is hopefully where the super -
stars will be coming for the Dolphins, but I just 
think the players he’s got already just fit Wayne 
Bennett’s style to a tee don’t they?
Liam:  They certainly do mate, those forwards, 
Mark Nicholls is one of those great signings. 

He had a really good year under Wayne at 
the Bunnies and that’s a strong signing. 

Ray Stone is another one that I really like 
and I think he might have been a little bit un -
derutilized and underrated at the Parramatta 
Eels. 

He’ll be very interesting to see how he goes 
and I agree I like Issako as well mate, I think he 
is a very good signing. 

A few of these players are still very young 
and then you’ve got that experience sprinkled 
in with Jesse and Mark Nicholls as well. 

 They still need that x-factor player, in my 
opinion, Issako can be that man but it’s not 
clear yet. 

Their halves combination will be very im -

portant and you’ve got to think Aaron that 
they’ve only got this year to start signing play -
ers. 

The whole NRL landscape has changed be-
cause these Dolphin boys have come into the 
fold and now everyone is trying to pick up their 
players and figure out their pieces for the 2023 
season. 

It’s going to be very interesting in these next 
12 months to see who they can sign and what 
Wayne Bennett can pull together with this 
squad. 

It’s going to be awesome to see these Dol-
phins out there and hopefully, we see a few 
CQ boys get their chance as well because that 
would be amazing if we can see some Capras 
in there too. 
Aaron:  I was just about to say that we look at 
those big stars but it will be interesting to see 
which players he decides he wants to develop 
from Central Queensland. 

We know what Central Queenslanders can 
do when they’re in the NRL so hopefully there’s 
a bit of that. 

I think a few people were starting to panic 
around Christmas time. I think there was mas -
sive anticipation about who was going to be 
unveiled and we expected Wayne to announce 
his 13 man team in the couple of months after 
the Dolphins were welcomed into the compe -
tition. 

There’s still plenty of time, he will have his 

eye on players and talk to them all the time. 
The big question, you said it and I said it, is 

going to be the halves. 
Halves these days, there are so few of them 

who are NRL ready, that’s where the question 
mark is going to come.

Who is he going to put into that six and sev -
en, and the nine for that matter too, so let’s see 
what comes out of the Dolphins but Wayne is 
putting together a nice side.  
Liam:  I agree there was a lot of panic around 
Christmas time saying that the Dolphins don’t 
have anyone, they need someone, they’re go-
ing to fail, but seriously, this is Wayne Bennett. 

This man has a plan and if it fails he has a 
plan b, c, d, and e. This man has been around 
the rugby league scene for a long, long time. 

Even if they get just young talent they’re go -
ing to develop superstars because that’s what 
he does. 
Aaron:  I just quickly had a look at players who 
are off contract at the end of 2022 and there are 
a few good names here. 

Corey Harawira-Naera who I think is just a 
fantastic player. Someone like Andrew Fafita is 
someone who is off contract and I know he’s 
getting a little bit older but he is a player that 
you can hang your side on. 

Matt Moylan from the Sharks is coming off 
contract, so maybe he’s someone you look at. 

Herman Ese’ese from the Titans is finish -
ing his contract soon so there’s another young 

Queensland forward who came through the 
Broncos. 

Kieran Foran is off at the end of this year at 
the Sea Eagles and so is Dylan Walker, so there’s 
potential for your halves or number nine. 

There are players coming off contract, there 
are players there who have plenty of potential. 

It’s not like there’s nobody out there, there 
are people who could come under Wayne Ben -
nett’s radar. 
Dylan Alcott 
Dylan Alcott, an inspiration to every Austra -
lian and people right across the world, won 
the Australian of the Year for 2022, he has to 
be right up there as one of the best athletes in 
Australia, doesn’t he?
Aaron:  How much space have we got today, 
should we attempt to go through some of his 
massive achievements? 

Where does the guy keep all his trophies? 
He’s won the Australian Open multiple times, 
he’s won a gold medal, he’s won trophies in 
doubles, singles it’s just incredible what that 
man has achieved. 

And we talk about it with Ash Barty, the way 
he goes about his game and he’s got such a 
great attitude, he is such a great role model it’s 
fantastic. 

By the way, I can’t believe he’s the first Aus-
tralian with a disability in the 62-year history 
to be given the award, that surprised me.

It was interesting listening to him talk about 
it after he had won Australian of the year, he 
said he turned up, he looked at the resumes 
of everyone else and thought he had no hope 
here. 

But he turned up and saw a ramp up to the 
stage, and he thought maybe I’m a chance. 

He is Australian of the year, he should be 
Australian of the year and we should be proud 
that he is Australian of the year. 
Liam:  We should definitely be proud, I think 
everyone in Australia should be proud of what 
he has done for Aus and the disability commu -
nity. 

This man is such a fantastic personality, 
we talked about it already with Ash Barty, how 
good she is and he is just the same. 

He is a pure athlete, he loves the game, he 
loves everything about his life, it’s great to see. 

23 quad tennis grand slams is ridiculous, 
he’s so humble with every single one that he 
gets. 

It would be great to see him take out anoth -
er title in the Aussie Open. He’s such a good ad-
vocate for people with disabilities and what a 
great person and what a fantastic thing to add 
to his wall of accolades. 

He’s only 31 Aaron, he can keep going for a 
long, long time I’m sure.

Australian of the year Dylan Alcott. 
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Regional Fishing

BUNDABERG INSHORE/OFFSHORE
With the weather report for this weekend not 
looking very good, the creeks and rivers will be 
the place to be.

Remember to always check the weather re-
port before heading out!
BURNETT RIVER
The river is starting to clean up, with the fresh 
water in the river and the big tide at the start 
of the week.

The bream have been firing. There have 
been bream caught up in the 40cm mark.

They have been caught right through the 
river system, from the Town Reach to the 
mouth of the river.

The bream have been caught on live poddy 
mullet, prawns and mullet strips.

There have been plenty caught using a 
lightly-weighted line and float it back in with 
the current.

The grunter have been caught around the 
rubble beds and sand bars.

There have been some nice whiting caught 
towards the mouth with the cleaner water. 
Fresh yabbies and worms are the go-to baits.
KOLAN RIVER AND BAFFLE CREEK
With the two high tides throughout both days 
this weekend, the mangrove jack and the 
grunter will be firing.

Live mullet will be the go-to baits, fished 
around the rock bars and fallen timber in the 
river systems.

If you’re looking to fish for them using lures, 
the Z’man 3inch paddle tails would be my go-
to lure in the soft plastics.

In the hard body, the Lucky Craft red and 
gold is my personal favourite.

The bream, flathead and whiting can also 
be caught on the rock bars and sand flats us-
ing baits.
LAKE MONDURAN
With the warmer weather around and the 
spawning season nearly over, the fish have 
moved back up the dam.

The anglers have been finding that they are 
still catching them on the Molix 140 shad and 

the Jackall Squirell.
The fish have been in the shallows in the 

morning then moving out into the deeper wa -
ter when the sun gets higher in the sky.

When the water warms up, we have been 
finding that the fish like to sit in the thermo -
cline. 

he thermocline is normally around 3 to 4 
metres deep.

The bait and barramundi sit in the thermo -
cline because the water is not as hot as it is on 
the surface.

The tops of trees and old river beds have 
been working well. When working the Squir -
rels and hard body lures, the small twitches 
have been producing the bites. Keeping it in 
their face for longer seems to be the trick.

Just a quick reminder that the salt water 
barramundi season opens at midnight on 1 
February. 

Grunter to fire in Kolan
Oliver Boge with a 56cm grunter he caught at Winfield. Owen Taylor with a bream he caught locally recently. 

Jody Williams with some great mud crabs caught at Baffle Creek. Well done, Jody! Call into the 
shop to collect your $50 gift card.

Luke Newton with a 91cm Barramundi caught 
at Lake Monduran.
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Fishing with Allstars Insalt’s 
Joe McGuire

Hook Up won’t be halted 
Now that 2022 has arrived and January has 
flown by it’s time for you to get organised 
to fish the Boyne Tannum HookUp.  I have 
fished this family fishing comp since it start -
ed 27 years ago.  I need to declare that I’m a 
huge fan of the comp organisers as my wife 
Jen was the President for almost 7 years and 
continues as an active committee member 
and volunteer.  

You have no idea the amount of time and 
effort that goes into hosting Australia’s biggest 
family fishing competition in Bray Park, Boyne 
Island on the Queensland May Day long week -
end each year.  And these people aren’t going 
to let COVID stop it from happening in some 
form.

My message to you in this column is… get 
your HookUp entry tickets and start to get 
yourselves organised; because no matter what 
COVID has thrown at this committee they’ve 
not surrendered.  

During lockdown in 2020 they hosted a 
“virtual HookUp” and drew all the rod/reel 
combos, bicycles, boats, including the mas -
sive 630 SeaJay Vision worth about $97,000.  
We unfortunately didn’t get to fish; but they 
gave us an evening of live stream entertain-
ment and handed out a heap of boat prizes 
to families.

Then in 2021 they worked even harder to 
comply with all the Government’s COVID re -
quirements and produced a 50-page COVID 
Safe Plan to host the event.  To try to thin the 
crowds and create social distance they provid -
ed a second parkland and fish weigh in station, 
and you could win the promotional prizes via a 
virtual livestream.

Unlike some other events, they’ve never 
cancelled the HookUp.  The HookUp has never 
stopped handing out the massive prize pool.  

The only thing I can guarantee you is no 
matter what COVID delivers this committee 
look it square in the eyes and say “BRING IT” 
because we’ve got too much riding on this to 
cancel the event.

So, if you want to be in the running to win 
something out of the over $375,000 worth of 
prize pool, then get onto the HookUp website 
www.boynetannumhookup.com.au and orga -
nise your tickets ready to fish from Friday 29 
April to Sunday 1 May.  

On the website are places to stay and places 
to eat.  So, make plans for your family to join 
in the family fishing fun face to face.  And if all 
hell breaks loose again, the only thing you are 
guaranteed is they’ll still draw the prizes be -
cause they say this in the HookUp entry rules.

I’m starting to prepare my boat and my twin 
sons to fish the 3-day competition.  We’ve al -
ready got our tickets and have entered as the 
ALLSTARS INSALT fishing team.  So, come 
along, say g’day, and introduce yourselves to 
us at the comp and see if you can out fish us to 
take away the cash, fishing charters and holi -
day prizes.

Don’t forget the Queensland and Gulf of 
Carpentaria Saltwater Barramundi season re-
opens 1 February.  But in the ALLSTARS online 
fishing competition entrants haven’t stopped 
fishing for barra and winning cash because 
freshwater barra are also included in the comp 
category.  

Some of the biggest barra caught to date 
have been from Hervey Bay and Cairns im-
poundment fishing.

ALLSTARS has months of competition still 
to occur and stories to share. I have decades of 
fishing tips and will interview many successful 
commercial and recreational anglers to share 
their suggestions too. 

As much as I like to write about fishing, I’d 
also like to hear from you.  So please email me 
at info@allstarsinsalt.com.au to share your 
fishing trips, fishing tips, fishing stories and 
photos.

A day on the water is better than a day at 
work.

The ALLSTARS INSALT Team weigh in for the 2021 Boyne Tannum HookUp.

Free kids activities will be available again this year. 

Eliza and Annaliese volunteering to run the HookUp Fish Weigh In Station.

Phippsy and Hodgey at the HookUp’s Fish Filleting and Cooking 
Demonstrations.

Harry McGuire with his winning 20kg Mackerel at the HookUp.
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By Liam Emerton

The Harbour City Swim meet 
was an absolute success with 
huge numbers across all divi -
sions. 

The Gladstone Gladiators, 
who hosted the event, were 
some of the biggest winners on 

the day as was other clubs from 
across the Gladstone region. 

Boyne Tannum Bullets and 
South Gladstone joined the 
Gladiators along with others 
from the Rockhampton and 
Wide Bay-Burnett regions. 
 Turn to pages 50 and 51 for 

more photos from the event

Swim sensations

Gladiators 10 and under boys relay team rip into the swimming season at Harbour City.  Picture: BEC DEVINE

Sport Season
defining 
clash
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Tri and leap into new year
By Liam Emerton

With the new year just begun, the Fitzroy Frogs 
Triathlon Club would like to remind Cen -
tral Queenslanders to take this opportunity 
to make something special of 2022, whether 
that be taking up a new hobby, finally getting 
around to that holiday that hasn’t yet hap -
pened or spending more time with the people 
you care about. 

A catch phrase that the club is using this year 
is “Challenge Yourself”, encouraging people to 
step up and  do something new and exciting. 

President of the Fitzroy Frogs Triathlon 
Club Craig McCormack explains that getting 
the most potential out of 2022 involves “think -
ing about what you want to achieve and set -
ting the wheels in motion”.

“I don’t mind if people decide that triathlon 
is not their cup of tea” McCormack said. 

“But please find something that will make 
2022 special and head in that direction. Learn 
the guitar if you want, learn to swim, start 
walking or spend more quality time with the 
kids, but please don’t get to the end of 2022 
and realise you should have made better use 
of your time”. 

The Fitzroy Frogs Triathlon Club has a wide 
range of activities planned over 2022 includ -
ing the Tannum Sands Triathlon, Capricornian 
Rockhampton Triathlon for Woman and Ju -
niors, the Great Keppel Island Trail Run/Hike,  
various local club events and the Yeppoon Tri -
athlon Festival in August.  

McCormack says that the club’s message 
of “Challenge Yourself” is a reminder to look 

ahead and get started. 
“If you wait for August, it will be too late to 

do the Yeppoon Triathlon Festival, you need to 
move on it now and set some realistic targets 
along the way, whether you’re a total begin -
ner with no idea or someone who is ready to 
switch to a higher gear,” McCormack said. 

“We have a smorgasbord of active choices 
in Central Queensland, and I just want to en -
courage people to  think about making some -
thing special of 2022, for themselves as well 
as the people around them. The  hardest part 
truly is turning up.” 

For those considering Triathlon, McCor -
mack says that it’s not as difficult as people 
imagine, most of us  having learnt to swim, 
ride a bike and run to some extent. 

“Being exceptional is hard” but most of us 

just plod along and do the best we can with the 
limited talent we have, and in the  process, we 
slowly improve, enjoy ourselves and meet lots 
of wonderful people,” he said. 

The Challenge is not about how strong or 
fast you are, it’s about doing something that 
lifts your spirit and  makes you glow. 

“I wish we could bottle that sense of 
achievement and exhilaration that I see on the 
faces of so many extraordinary, ordinary peo -
ple,” McCormack said. 

“Have a look at the photos on our social 
media and you’ll see what I mean. The biggest 
smiles are on the faces of those with the big-
gest  heart, not the fastest bike.”

The Tannum Sands Triathlon will be tak -
ing place on 6 February with registrations now 
open. 


