
BEAT THE HEAT
SOLAR VENTILATION FROM $799 FULL INSTALLED
Is your house getting too hot?
Make your home cooler by 6°C with high quality solar ventilation

Call Murray now to �nd out how Solar Power Gladstone can help you
4972 8449 |  solarpowergladstone@bigpond.com
www.gladstonesolarpower.com.au  |  37A Toolooa Street, Gladstone 
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Bright idea to 
light up silos
Gladstone residents were invited to a commu -
nity consultation workshop on Wednesday to 
discuss the idea of potentially installing a light 
projection display in the region.

The Rotary Club of Gladstone Midday se-
cured a Regional Arts Development Fund 
(RADF) grant in 2020 to complete a feasibility 
analysis of the project, which is currently un -
derway. 

 Full story page 4

MP’s please 
explain over 
facility flop
Member for Flynn Ken O’Dowd said Mayor 
Matt Burnett had “a lot” to answer for after 
Gladstone Regional Council declined an aged 
care facility on the Bruce Highway in Benaraby.

As Central Queensland aged care workers 
report feeling burnt out due to ever-increasing 
demand, Mr O’Dowd said the Federal Govern -
ment had plans to increase aged care facilities 
in the Gladstone Region.

 Full story page 3

A man and a plan
By Eilish Massie  

As families face the risk of homelessness due 
to the region’s tight rental market, a Gladstone 
man has a plan which might help solve the 
problem. 

Resident Peter Hill expressed his frustra-
tion that the former Blue Care Hibiscus Gar -
dens Aged Care facility in South Gladstone re-
mained vacant as families were left struggling 

and facing homelessness because of the lack of 
available rental properties.

Mr Hill said the 33 self-contained vacant 
units on Sigg Street, which remain under the 
ownership of Blue Care, would help solve 
homelessness in Gladstone. 

“The homeless issue is getting worse in 
Gladstone, I thought the 33-units would be a 
great way to help that situation,” Mr Hill said. 

“I used to work at a mental health and sup -

port place so I know a lot of people just need to 
know something is there in case they need it.

“They have a big building there, so why not 
use it?”

After closing in 2015 due to outdated facili -
ties, Blue Care executive director Robyn Batten 
told the ABC at the time the Sigg Street facility 
could no longer support the high-level needs 
of residents.

The site was originally built in 1989 to pro -

vide low-level care.
Mr Hill said since its closure the unit block 

had gone into “disrepair”.
“Gladstone is growing so much again, all 

people are being kicked out because rents 
have gotten ridiculous,” he said. 

“It is a terrible waste to see these self-con-
tained units just sitting there.” 

 Full story page 3

Tim O’Brien talks Jobs in CQAll set for school at the beach
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Twins Joe and San Wiegold, 12 picked up some plants at the 
Rotary Club of Gladstone Midday’s Charity Market at the 
Tondoon Botanic Gardens on Sunday. 
 See more photos on pages 22 and 26

Market day at 
Tondoon Gardens
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By Eilish Massie  

Gladstone Rotary Club have restored one 
of Central Queensland’s last remaining iron 
lungs after it was left to deteriorate in a mu -
seum for 60 years. 

Invented in the 1920s, the iron lung was 
a mechanical respirator which helped those 
suffering from Polio, a debilitating disease 
which left patients paralysed, or in severe 
cases unable to breathe. 

In 1956, the Royal Australian Order of 
Buffalo (Barcaldine) donated a wooden iron 
lung to the Barcaldine Hospital for any po -
tential polio patients in the area.

It was eventually donated to the Barcal -
dine Historical Museum where it was left 
on the eastern verandah of the building and 
had deteriorated over time due to weather. 

In May 2021, Gladstone Rotary Club mem-
bers undertook the restoration – giving up 
almost 300 hours to dismantle, clean, sand, 
paint, source materials, and then reassemble 
the parts to make it fully operational again. 

Gladstone Rotary Club member Neil 
Smith said the club decided to restore the 
iron lung for the 20/21 Rotary District Con -
ference in Gladstone to symbolise what Ro -
tary could achieve as an organisation.  

He said the restoration was also a move to 
recharter the Barcaldine Rotary Club. 

“It is due to the commitment of the mem -
bers of Gladstone Rotary of their time and 

resources to refurbish the machine along 
with contributions from Busteed Upholstery 
and Nu Print Gladstone that we were able 
to undertake this project and return this 
important piece of history for display,” Mr 
Smith said. 

Mr Smith said Rotary had been working 
to eradicate polio for more than 35 years 
with more than $2.1 billion and countless 
volunteer hours from members, along with 
help from organisations such as Gates Foun-
dation to eradicate Polio. 

“There are only three known cases in 
Afghanistan, and Pakistan, currently be -
ing dealt with.  The disease needs to be out 
of circulation for three years before being  

considered as eradicated.”
Rotary members returned the iron lung 

to the museum last December where it was 
placed in its new temporary home on the 
ground floor of the old Westbourne building. 

Mr Smith said encouraged those looking 
to join a club should consider Rotary. 

“If you want to be involved in world 
health and disease issues, water purification 
and storage or on a local level, in suicide pre -
vention initiatives, aid for farmers, assisting 
people who are not in as good a position as 
you, join one of our local Rotary Clubs or do -
nate to the Rotary Foundation,” he said. 

“You may not be able to change the world 
but it doesn’t mean you cannot try.”

Breathing new life into the last iron lung 
Barcaldine Museum with Adele Hughes (Past District Governor), Wade Hughes, Barcaldine representative and Jeff Williams (current President 
Gladstone Rotary Club).

Left to right: Rotary Club members Bernie Halpin, Mark Greenaway, Greg King and Neil Smith.

Suburbs where rent 
is expected to spike
By Eilish Massie  

Calliope, Kin Kora and Sun Valley are tipped to 
be places where rent is most likely to increase, 
a new report has found. 

New research commissioned by Hood Ten -
ant Report has found the top 20 rental markets 
in Queensland where rents are likely to be in -
creased at the next rental review. 

Calliope made it fifth on the list, with Kin 
Kora and Sun Valley following behind at 16th 
and 20th, respectively. 

The report was done by analysing rents and 
vacancy rates for every suburb in Queensland 
during a 12-month period. 

In all the suburbs on the top 20 ranking, 
rents increased by at least 22 per cent during 
the past 12 months with most of the suburbs 
experiencing vacancy rates under one per cent 
– and, in some cases, zero per cent. 

According to the report, Calliope could 
expect a rent increase from $280 per week to 
$370, Kin Kora from $290 per week to $360 and 

Sun Valley from $270 per week to $330. 
Hood founder and chief executive officer 

Tommy Fraser said one big reason why rents 
were likely to increase in these suburbs was 
because demand was so high. 

“Ever since the pandemic started, people 
have taken a greater interest in where they live, 
both in terms of the location and the type of 
property. That’s reflected in moving data,” he 
said. 

“The interesting thing about these 20 sub -
urbs is their diversity. There are metro sub -
urbs like Jindalee in south-west Brisbane, 
sea-change locations like Tin Can Bay and 
tree-change locations like Cooroy. 

“If more tenants want to live in an area, that 
leads to increased demand for rental properties, 
which puts upward pressure on rental rates. 
That’s why landlords are likely to increase rents 
in these 20 suburbs at the next rental review.”
Queensland’s top 20 suburbs where rents are 
likely to increase
1. Doonan 

2. Flaxton 
3. Coolum Beach 
4. Paradise Point 
5. Calliope 
6. Allenstown 
7. Coolum Beach 
8. Tin Can Bay 
9. Innes Park
10. Runaway Bay 
11. Jindalee 
12. Reedy Creek 
13. Cooroy 
14. Sunshine Beach 
15. Peregian Springs 
16. Kin Kora 
17. Main Beach 
18. Battery Hill 
19. Highland Park 
20. Sun Valley 
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COMING EVENTS  ........................ page 21
TV GUIDE  ............................ pages 27- 34
INDUSTRY ..........................pages 35 - 46
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It was another busy week in terms of 
news. 

With apprenticeships announced 
(page 8), a new dive school planned for 
Agnes (page 6) and a proposal to paint 
the silos at the port (page 4), there was 
certainly no rest for the wicked. 

The biggest news, however, relates to 
the ongoing aged care and rental crisis 
happening state-wide. 

This week I spoke to Gladstone resi-
dent Peter Hill who expressed his frustra -
tion about the former Blue Care Hibiscus 
Aged Care facility in South Gladstone 
remaining empty as families struggle to 
find homes. 

Mr Hill said the facility had been left 
to decay overtime and would be better 
utilised by Salvation Army and St Vincent 
de Paul instead.

It’s not the first time I’ve heard of emp -
ty buildings being left idle in the region as 
rent continues to soar. 

Should more be done to 
solve rental issues in the 
region?
 Full story on page 3

 - Eilish Massie
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6:00PM- 9:00PM GECC
Book your tickets by calling 497290608 March 2022

Champion Women in Technology and Innovation
#BreakTheBias - Change the way you look at a woman’s success
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By Eilish Massie

Member for Flynn Ken O’Dowd said Mayor 
Matt Burnett had “a lot” to answer for after 
Gladstone Regional Council declined an 
aged care facility on the Bruce Highway in 
Benaraby. 

As Central Queensland aged care workers 
report feeling burnt out due to ever-increas -
ing demand, Mr O’Dowd said the Federal 
Government had plans to increase aged care 
facilities in the Gladstone Region. 

Mr O’Dowd said 84 beds had been re-
served for Flinders Village, a new facility 
planned for Old Tannum Road in Tannum 
Sands. 

An announcement which was first prom -
ised in 2019, under the 2018-19 Aged Care 
Approvals Round. 

Mr O’Dowd said at the time, the alloca -
tion of the new Flinders Village Facility would 
help fill the gap in Gladstone, with the bed 
allocation covering the full range of classifi -
cations from low care, high care, respite and 
dementia.

“It’s an exciting development for the area 
and will make a big difference for families 
living in Gladstone and the surrounding re -
gion,” he said at the time. 

According to Corelogic, the Flinders Vil -
lage project is currently in the tenders stage. 

The $32 million project will undergo sev -
en stages, with 84 one to three storey units to 
be built on the premises. It is unknown when 
the project will be completed. 

Mr O’Dowd said a second aged care center 
located on the Bruce Highway was blocked 
by Gladstone Regional Council. 

“The Mayor & Federal Labor candidate 
has a lot to answer for, in this regard,” he said. 

Mayor Matt Burnett and Labor Candidate 
for Flynn Matt Burnett said the aged care sec -
tor was in shambles. 

“After nearly 10 years of the Liberals in 
Sydney overseeing our aged care sector, it’s 

gone from crisis to crisis, and is now at break -
ing point,” he said. 

“There are centres closing, staff are walk-
ing off the job, hospital beds being taken up 
by seniors, residents dying from Covid-relat -
ed illness, and it’s gotten so bad that even the 
Army has been called in.

“The seniors of Gladstone helped build 
this community–they worked hard, paid 
their taxes, and raised their families locally, 
so they rightly expect the Federal Govern -
ment to support them in their older years.

“Yet, instead of focusing their attention on 
fixing the problem, here we have the Liberals 
and Nationals showing up late and choosing 
to criticise others instead.

“I have always said that I would back any 
proposal that stacks up for new aged care 
beds in Gladstone and I have the track record 
to prove it.” 

Mr Burnett said as Mayor, he had recently 
signed an MOU between Gladstone Regional 
Council and Gladstone Central Committee 

on the Ageing to investigate using land at the 
Philip Street Precinct for over 55s indepen -
dent living and accommodation.

He said Council had also approved Retire -
ment Villages on Old Tannum Road and in 
Agnes Water.

“On top of that, council approved a mate -
rial change of use to turn the old Palm Valley 
Hotel in Tannum Sands into a 20-unit retire -
ment facility,” he said. 

The location of the since closed Palm 
Valley Motel on Beach Avenue will be trans -
formed into a retirement village with new 
owners making use of the existing rooms and 
facilities.

Residents of the 21-unit facility will have 
access to a pool area, a barbecue, and a com-
mon room, as well as 30 car parks on site.

Mr Burnett said Council had declined the 
proposal for a facility on the Bruce Highway 
as they deemed it ‘inappropriate’ to build it 
opposite the Benaraby Motorsports Com -
plex. 

“When it comes to the proposal for a facil -
ity on the Bruce Highway; I’ve always said it’s 
an inappropriate use of the land for seniors’ 
accommodation and is in direct conflict with 
the Benaraby Motorsports Complex zoning 
directly opposite,” he said. 

“I was out there last weekend to meet with 
the auto clubs; there was a hectic skids burn -
out comp, motocross open day and dozens 
of petrol-heads tuning their cars down the 
1/8th mile.

“While personally, I absolutely love mo -
torsport and was proud to be on the council 
that voted to protect it, I don’t think it’s ap -
propriate to approve retiree developments 
within earshot of Top Fuel Dragsters.”

Mr O’Dowd said the Federal Government 
would be interested to work with Blue Care to 
update the facilities at the former Blue Care 
Hibiscus Gardens Aged Care centre in South 
Gladstone. 

 “In order to achieve our goal of having 
more than enough aged care beds, we would 
consider all proposals,” he said. 

He said the aged care sector could expect 
additional funding to help aged care nurses 
feeling burnout due to Covid-19. 

 “The coalition government already pro -
vided $17.8 billion dollars in last year’s bud -
get. We can expect additional funding in the 
upcoming budget this year,” he said.

MP urges re-think as council rejects aged care facility

Member for Flynn Ken O’Dowd with Deputy Prime Minister of Australia Barnaby Joyce in 
Gladstone recently.

Mayor Matt Burnett 
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Man’s plan to end crisis
By Eilish Massie

A Gladstone man has come up with a plan 
which might help the region’s ongoing rental 
crisis. 

Resident Peter Hill expressed his frustra-
tion that the former Blue Care Hibiscus Gar -
dens Aged Care facility in South Gladstone 
remained vacant as families were left strug -
gling and facing homelessness due to the tight 
rental market.

Mr Hill said the 33 self-contained vacant 
units on Sigg Street, which remain under the 
ownership of Blue Care, would help solve the 
problem of homelessness in Gladstone. 

“The homeless issue is getting worse in 
Gladstone, I thought the 33 units would be a 
great way to help that situation,” Mr Hill said. 

“I used to work at a mental health and sup -

port place so I know a lot of people just need to 
know something is there in case they need it.

“They have a big building there, so why not 
use it?”

After closing in 2015 due to outdated facili -
ties, Blue Care executive director Robyn Batten 
told the ABC at the time the facility could no 
longer support the high-level needs of resi -
dents.

The site was originally built in 1989 to pro -
vide low-level care.

Mr Hill said since its closure the unit block 
had gone into “disrepair”. 

“Gladstone is growing so much again, all 
people are being kicked out because rents 
have gotten ridiculous,” he said. 

“It is a terrible waste to see these units just 
sitting there.” 

A Blue Care spokesperson said the facil-
ity closed on 3 December in 2015 because the 
buildings were not suitable for the increasing 
level of care required for aged care residents. 

The spokesperson said since its closure, 
Blue Care has invested in the wider local area 
and continues to support the Gladstone via 
Blue Care Community Services, the Blue Care 
Gladstone Edenvale Aged Care Facility and 
alongside partner organisation UnitingCare 
Community through a range of family and dis -
abilities services. 

“Blue Care is continuing to assess its longer 
term strategy for the site, however, the build -
ings can only be utilised for specific purposes, 
which limits their use,” they said. 

Mr Hill said the buildings would be better 
utilised if it was under Salvation Army or St 
Vincent de Paul ownership. 

“My vision is an agency like St Vincent de 
Paul or Salvation Army could run a homeless 
or mental health accommodation,” he said. 

“I was speaking with a worker from (mental 
health facility) Step Up Step Down who said 
clients often ended up in budget motels cost -
ing them $280 a week with no support.”

He said he was unsure whether the build -
ings were on State Government land for this to 
happen. 

Member for Gladstone Glenn Butcher said 
the facility was not on state-owned land how -
ever agreed the Salvation Army or St Vincent 
de Paul would better utilise the space to help 
those currently affected by the housing mar -
ket. 

Mr Butcher said the Aged Care sector was 
the responsibility of the Federal Government.
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IN BRIEF

Elderly man assaulted
Police are investigating the assault of an elder-
ly male on Monday 24 January, on the pathway 
between Lions Park and Stirling Park, Boyne 
Island. 

The incident occurred between 5.30pm and 
6pm while the man was walking his dog.

Investigators wish to speak with a man seen 
in the area who was riding a small dark-co -
loured mountain bike and had a dog with him.

Police are appealing for anyone who may 
have witnessed the assault to contact police. 

Police would like to speak with a female 
who provided assistance to the elderly male 
when he lost consciousness.

The female was walking a medium sized 
white and tan dog with a small rope muzzle 
over the dog’s mouth.

Anyone with information is asked to con -
tact Tannum Sands Police Station on 4974 9444 
or Crime Stoppers on 1800 333 000 and quote 
reference number QP2200132371.

Shot roo still on the loose
A kangaroo that was seen with an arrow pro -
truding from its leg in Tannum Sands on Sat -
urday 12 February is still missing as of 23 Feb-
ruary.

Gladstone & District Wildlife Carers Asso -
ciation said its members are continuing daily 
search efforts as there are concerns for the ani-
mal’s health and welfare. 

The large eastern grey kangaroo was first re-
ported by a Tannum Sands local who noticed 
the isolated animal with an arrow lodged in its 
right hip.

The arrow has been described as black with 
fluorescent yellow feathers. 

Anyone in the community who has first-
hand information the incident is encouraged 
to contact RSPCA Queensland on 1300 ANI-
MAL (1300 264 625), or Gladstone & District 
Wildlife Carers Association.  

Biloela man celebrates after Division 1 lotto windfall
The future is looking bright for a young Bi -
loela man who landed himself a division one 
win in the weekend’s Saturday Gold Lotto 
draw.

The Central Queensland resident held 
one of the nine division one winning entries 
in Saturday Gold Lotto draw 4235, drawn Sat -
urday 19 February 2022. Each entry scored 
$633,096.30.

“I was just laying in bed on Sunday morn -
ing, and I’d decided to check my ticket,” the 
ecstatic man told an official from The Lott.

“I couldn’t believe it when I discovered I’d 
won division one. It was such a surreal feeling.

“I’m fairly new to playing lottery games. 
I’ve only just started playing Saturday Gold 
Lotto in recent times, so I was very shocked 
that I’d won division one so soon.

“As soon as I realised I’d won $633,126, 
I ran straight to my family to tell them the 
news. They were surprised and, of course, 
very happy for me.

“Thank you! Thank you!”
When asked how he planned to enjoy his 

good fortune, the Queensland player said it 
would provide a major boost to his nest egg.

“I’ll put it in my savings account and work 
towards my long-term goals, like buying my 
first home,” he said.

“I might even enjoy a holiday soon!”
His winning entry was purchased at Paper 

Shop & More, Shop 1, 38 Kariboe Street, Bi-
loela.

Paper Shop & More co-owner Charmaine 
Bennett said the team was thrilled to have 
sold a division one winning entry to a local 
customer.

“This is an exciting milestone for all of us. 
We haven’t sold a division one winning entry 
since 2018,” she said.

“We can just imagine the prize will go a 
long way, especially with all that’s happened 
in the past two years with Covid.

“Congratulations to our winner and we 
wish him all the very best,”

The winning numbers in Saturday Gold 
Lotto draw 4235 on 19 February 2022 were 
34, 18, 1, 5, 20 and 23, while the supplemen-
tary numbers were 35 and 9.

Across Australia, there were nine division 
one winning entries in Saturday Gold Lotto 
draw 4235 – three in Queensland and two 
each in New South Wales, Victoria and Tas-
mania.
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Gladstone residents were invited to a commu -
nity consultation workshop on Wednesday to 
discuss the idea of potentially installing a light 
projection display in the region.

The Rotary Club of Gladstone Midday se-
cured a Regional Arts Development Fund 
(RADF) grant in 2020 to complete a feasibility 
analysis of the project, which is currently un -
derway. 

Rotary Club of Gladstone Midday member 
David Manttan said the project is still in early 
stages and the community is being consulted 
to discuss where the potential display would 
best fit and, how it should engage with the 
community.

“One of the places we are looking at doing 
the light [display] was the silos, but we’re also 
looking for other places because there might 
be better locations in Gladstone,” he said.

“There are a lot of things to think about, like 
impact on life, the local community, local resi-
dents, impact on land traffic, on road traffic…” 

Mr Manttan said the feasibility report is 
expected to be submitted to the RADF and as-
sessed by the end of this year.

At this stage, it is estimated that the proj -
ect could cost anywhere between $250,000 to 
$500,000. 

The Rotary Club has employed The Ideas 
Distillery to explore the feasibility of the large 
scale projection work on a built structure in 
Gladstone.

Gladstone Region Councillor Glenn 
Churchill said the RADF promotes the value 
and benefits of arts, culture and heritage.

“This particular project is innovative and 
exciting,” Cr Churchill said.

“It has the potential to be a major regional, 
national and international drawcard, connect -
ing to the world, with scope for economic, 
community and major tourism benefits.”

A free artist workshop will be held at the 
Gladstone Bowls Club on Thursday 24 Febru-
ary from 6pm to 7:30pm and will allow local 

artists to discuss what they would like to get 
out of the potential project.

RADF is a partnership between the 
Queensland Government and Gladstone Re-
gional Council to support and develop pro -
ponents to deliver local arts and culture in re -
gional Queensland.  

Light up the silos?

The Auckland Point grain silos are owned by Grain Corp and could be the perfect spot for a light 
projection project.
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By Eilish Massie  

Future Clearview Christian College students 
had a glimpse at what learning could be like 
near the beach at a recent orientation day. 

Clearview Christian College recently cel -
ebrated its first “Back to School Bash” on 13 
February. 

The school, which will be located at the 
former Tanyalla Conference Centre at Canoe 
Point, will initially cater for three Year 7 class -
rooms as well as amenities in 2023. 

 Clearview Christian College executive di -
rector Dean Loosmore said the event was held 
to give families an opportunity to visit the 
campus and get a feel for the ‘vision and heart’ 
behind the school.

“Clearview’s first Back to School Bash was a 
huge success,” Mr Loosmore said. 

“We had an inflatable water slide, which 
was a big hit, a sausage sizzle, and plenty of 
yard games for the whole family to enjoy.” 

Mr Loosmore said the event also provided 
families a ‘sneak peek’ into their online pro -
spectus, which will be released publicly on 1 
March. 

“Our team is looking forward to hosting 
more events throughout the year and creating 
environments where young people can feel a 
tangible sense of connectedness and belong-
ing.” 

Clearview Christian College executive as-
sistant Hannah James said it was fantastic to 
see young people on the campus for the first 
time. 

“Playing a part in founding a new school is 
an amazing experience. 

“There are so many “firsts” to enjoy. It was 
great to see young people making new friends 
and relaxing after a big first week back at 
school,’ Ms James said. 

“I count it as a privilege that I’ll get to see 
some of those young people journey through 
high school and go on to change their world. 

“It was also nice chatting with parents and 
seeing the alignment between what Clearview 
is offering and what they wanted for their kids. 
It’s good to know that we’re on track to meet 
real needs in our community.”

Education Consultant Jenelle Wood said 
she felt fortunate to have input into the plan -
ning of the new high school. 

“It was encouraging to know that our vision 
and plans for the College align with the hopes 
and aspirations of our prospective College 
community,” she said. 

“Our focus on connection, community, lo -
cation and faith was shared by families, there 
was also a mutual love of fun, action learning 
and the importance of quality relationships.

“It was great to see the young people inter -
acting and supporting each other throughout 
the afternoon. 

“I am looking forward to future events and 
to continuing communication with the young 
people and their families across this year and I 
can’t wait to get started in 2023.”

 Mr Loosmore said encouraged those chil -
dren entering Years 7 or 8 in 2023 to reach out. 

“If you are looking for a school that will 
equip them to use their unique gifts and tal -
ents to influence the world for good, we would 
love to meet you,” he said. 

Orientation day delights

Left to right – Hannah James (Executive Assistant), Jenelle Wood (Education Consultant), Dean 
Loosmore (Executive Director).

Clearview Christian College executive director Dean Loosmore said the event was held to give 
families an opportunity to visit the campus and get a feel for the ‘vision and heart’ behind the 
school.

Future Clearview Christian College students had a glimpse at what learning could be like near the 
beach at a recent orientation day. 
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Energy forum
Gladstone locals are invited to attend com -
munity forums to share their thoughts on the 
future energy system that will directly impact 
our local economy.

The forums will be hosted by The Next 
Economy on 19 and 20 March.

These forums are part of a new initiative of 
Gladstone Regional Council - Energising the 
Gladstone Region’s Future Economy. 

Feedback from community, government, 
industry and other stakeholder groups will 
guide the council on what is required to adapt 
to a changing energy sector and to support our 
region over the next 10 years.

The Next Economy chief executive officer 
Dr Amanda Cahill said, “This project is leading 
the way in Central Queensland, using an inclu -
sive and interactive planning process to tackle 
the challenges and opportunities of the energy 
transition. 

“We’ll be designing a road map for the 
Gladstone Region over the next ten years to 
help navigate changes in the energy sector that 
directly impact the local economy.”

“The Gladstone Region is particularly well 
positioned to take advantage of new economic 
opportunities as we shift to new energy solu -
tions, but we also need to plan ahead to man -
age the potential impacts on our regional 
economy and build community resilience,” Dr 
Cahill said.

Attendees at the community forums at 
Agnes Water on Saturday 19 March and Glad-
stone on Sunday 20 March will explore the 
impact that changes to the energy system are 
having on the region and have their say about 
what they want for the future.

Gladstone Region Deputy Mayor Kahn 
Goodluck said The Next Economy will present 
the most recent information on energy trends, 
as well as how renewable energy and other 
emerging technologies have the potential to 
boost the local economy.

“The forums will cover topics such as sup -
porting and developing the local workforce, 
energy affordability, diversifying the economy, 
and protecting land and water resources,” Cr 
Goodluck said.

“For those who prefer an online option, 
we encourage you to join the online forum on 
Wednesday 30 March.”

The Gladstone Regional Council initia -
tive is delivered in partnership with The Next 
Economy, with funding contributed from the 
Australian Government’s Building Better Re -
gions Fund.

The forum is welcome to everyone to par -
ticipate, whether you’re an interested resident, 
First Nations representative, worker, farmer or 
local business owner. 

Registrations are essential to attend the free 
forums. 

For more information and to register, please 
visit Gladstone Regional Council at conversa -
tions.gladstone.qld.gov.au/energising-glad -
stone-region-future-economy 

Gladstone Regional Council is taking steps 
to ensure the Boyne Tannum Memorial Park -
lands remains a sustainable facility that is 
available for public use for many years to 
come.

Council wants to ensure the Boyne Tan -
num Memorial Parklands is sustainable in 
terms of environmental, social and eco -
nomic impacts, as well as ensuring the facil -
ity remains tranquil and beautiful into the 
future.

One of these steps is to increase ashes in-
terment capacity due to a recent decision to 
no longer offer crypt burials at the facility.

Boyne Tannum Memorial Parklands has 
not been accepting crypt burial reservations 
since November 2020 due to capacity con-
straints caused by land availability and the 
proximity to the Q100 flood level.

Gladstone Region councillor Chris Trevor 
said this decision came after a thorough as -
sessment of the facility as part of the Glad -
stone Region Cemetery Plan (January 2022).

“Council is focused on making an in -
formed decision using information on the 
existing land suitability for expansion, burial 

frequency, cost to service, alternate sites for 
burials, and the development of a region-
wide strategic cemetery plan,” Cr Trevor said.

“In recent years the Boyne Tannum Me -
morial Parklands has become a popular ash -
es interment site with almost 80 per cent of 

interments being ashes.
“Freestanding stone ashes plots with mul -

tiple interment capacity of up to four inter -
ments will continue to be offered with reser -
vations available.

“Having up to four interments per free -
standing stone ashes plot offers environ -
mental benefits while also being financially 
beneficial for families.

“We are also investigating additional ash -
es interment options including a Columbar -
ium Wall and aesthetic improvements to the 
ashes walkway plots.”

Cr Trevor said a region-wide strategic 
cemetery plan will inform an action plan for 
Council controlled cemeteries, crematorium 
and memorial parkland facilities and sets the 
future direction for cemeteries within the 
Gladstone Region.

“Council remains committed to providing 
residents with alternate options and beau -
tiful facilities for their loved ones both now 
and for future generations to come,” he said.

Visit gladstone.qld.gov.au/cemeteries for 
more information about the Gladstone Re -
gion’s cemetery network. 

Ensuring sustainability at Boyne Tannum Memorial Park

Gladstone Region Councillor Chris Trevor said this decision came after a thorough assessment 
of the facility as part of the Gladstone Region Cemetery Plan (January 2022).

NEWS  TodayGladstone.com.au 

Council to dive in 
By Eilish Massie  

Gladstone Regional Council have approved a 
new dive school in Agnes Water. 

In a general meeting on 15 February, all 
councillors voted unanimously to allow the 
development at 4 Jeffrey Court to be developed 
on residential land. 

The school will include a training tank for 
courses, storage spaces for dive equipment, a 
breakout area for outdoor training and relax -
ation, and a caretaker’s accommodation.

Council received the development applica -
tion on 12 October, 2021 for a dwelling on an 
existing site in a mixed use zone. 

Most of the development is code assess-
able, except for the dive school which is im -
pact assessable, meaning it had to go out for 
public notification.

Mayor Matt Burnett said he could not find 
any reason to refuse the application after four 
submissions were made from the community 
in favour of it. 

“Goes to show the community support it,” 
Cr Burnett said.

Councillor Glenn Churchill said there need -
ed to be a traffic management plan in place as 
he was concerned traffic would impact the area. 

“This is quite exciting and I’ve got no doubts 
this will trigger another business opportunity 
in that precinct or area,” Cr Churchill said.

Planning officer Shaunte Farrington said 
most of the traffic to the school would arrive 
via bus and there were six parks on site.

Councillor Chris Cameron said the pro -
posed carpark near the school could be useful.

However, Cr Cameron raised concerns 
about soil issues, although the tank was not in-

ground. Ms Farrington said the dive tank was 
above ground but a recommended condition 
was the developer did a management plan if it 
found anything during the construction.

In a general meeting on 15 February, all councillors voted unanimously to allow the development at 4 Jeffrey Court to be developed in residential land. 

Gladstone Regional Council has approved a new dive school in Agnes Water. 
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AVAILABLE TO 2/3/22

SPICY ZINGER 
CHICKEN FILLETS

5kg Box for

$30 or  
$6.99kg

WHOLE 
RUMPS

M.S.A Grainfed

Top Quality
(SLICED)

$18.99kg

Compare our PRICE and 
QUALITY with ANY Butcher 

shop or Supermarket in town!

31 YOUNG STREET, BARNEY POINT
TRADING HOURS 

���,�+���/�,�����.�(���
�"�*�������	�-�*���1�����"�/�����
�"�*�����������������"�*Check out our Facebook page! 

PH: 4972 2813

WHOLE GRASSFED 
RUMPS 
(SLICED)

HONEY MINT + 
ROSEMARY  
LAMB RIBS

SMOKED HONEY 
+ CHORIZO 
SAUSAGES

TOMATO + ONION 
SAUSAGES

CRACKED PEPPER+  
WORCESTERSHIRE 

SAUSAGES

M.S.A RIB FILLET 
GRASSFED

(TOP QUALITY) 

LEAN MINCE RED WINE + GARLIC 
LAMB SHANKS

TASMANIAN ATLANTIC 
SALMON PORTIONS

(SKIN ON)

$16.99 kg $9.99 kg

$9.99 kg $9.99 kg $9.99 kg$34.99 kg

$14.99 kg $14.99 kg

$14.99 kg

WHOLE WAGYU 
RUMPS  

MARBLE SCORE 4 TO 6

(TOP QUALITY)

PORK USA 
RIBS
(PLAIN OR MARINATED)

PORK BBQ 
CHOPS

M.S.A GRAINFED 
SIRLOIN STEAK
(TOP QUALITY)

PORK LOIN 
CHOPS

THIN BBQ 
SAUSAGES

PRIMO 
ECONOMY 
BACON

BACON 
RISSOLES

$6.99 kg

$8.99 kg
$8.99kg

$8.99 kg

$7.99 kg
$29.99kg

$28.99kg

$6.99kg
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53
69

51
-H

C
08

-2
2

 TodayGladstone.com.au  NEWS

Mask restrictions eased 
By Khrysti Balanay  

When Queensland reached its 90 per cent 
double vaccination goal, the state government 
promised they would look over the current Co -
vid-19 restrictions. 

Covid-19 check-in has since been removed 
except in places where evidence of double vac-
cination is mandatory. 

In a recent announcement by Premier An -
nastacia Palaszczuk, she says, “with the state’s 
Covid-19 outbreak dissipating, a face mask 
mandate and density limits can be eased from 
6pm on Friday, 4 March.”

“Masks will no longer be required in most 
settings, you won’t need them at work or in 
school or at the shops, staff and patrons won’t 
be required to wear them at cafes, pubs and 
restaurants,” she told parliament on Tuesday.

“Mr Speaker smiles are back. We can put 
our masks away.”

She said masks would only be mandatory on 
public transport, airports, hospitals, disability 
care, prisons and aged care in Queensland.

Density limited will also be scrapped for pri -
vate homes, weddings and funerals, and there 
will be no limits in food courts, hairdressers, 
gyms, private venues and universities.

A ban on schools excursions, assemblies 
and interschool visits will also be ditched on 
4 March.

As of this week the Gladstone region has 
reached over the 90 per cent double vaccina-
tion goal, sitting on 91.1 per cent and 93.4 per 
cent first dose. 

In Rockhampton,  91.9 per cent of residents 
have received their second dose, with 94.2 per 
cent currently on their first.

Livingstone is at 90.1 per cent first dose and 
88.1 per cent double vaccinated. 

The Central Highlands region has the low -
est vaccination record sitting at 86.7 per cent 
first dose and 83.8 per cent second dose.

As a state, Queensland is 90.66 per cent fully 

vaccinated with a first dose recording of 92.59 
percent.

The changes come as Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry Queensland reports 
Queensland businesses are operating at less 
than 85 per cent of their pre-Covid conditions 

as result of low consumer confidence, Covid 
in the workplace and supply chain disruptions 
coinciding with the December state border re -
opening.

“We’re seeing a perfect storm of uncertain -
ty, creating a difficult business environment 

in Queensland,” policy and advocacy general 
manager Amanda Rohan said. 

She said Covid-19 impacts were more no-
ticeable in regional Queensland in the Decem -
ber quarter due to rising insurance, fuel and 
other business input costs.

Queensland is set to dump mask mandates in most indoor settings and density limits at most venues.  Picture: DARREN ENGLAND/AAP.
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Ten Queenslanders are charging up their ca-
reers by starting a graduate, apprentice or 
trainee position with CS Energy in early 2022.

This year’s intake comprises six females and 
four males, and is a mix of recent school leav-
ers and existing employees who are upskilling.

More than half will be based at Callide 
Power Station in Central Queensland – Gradu -
ate Mechanical Engineer Majella Cassidy, Me -
chanical Apprentices Daniel Ryan and Shanece 
Blake, Electrical and Instrumentation Appren -
tices Adam Herbert and Noah Chadwick, and 
Business Administration Trainee Meg Semple.

Three people are starting a new traineeship 
at Kogan Creek Power Station on the Western 
Downs – Amy Patterson-Kane (Certificate 3 in 
Warehouse Operations), Jorji Gore-Johnson 
(Certificate 4 in Health & Safety) and Breanna 
Collins (Certificate 4 in Business Administra -
tion).

In Brisbane, Qasim Khan Baba has joined 
the ICT team in CS Energy’s corporate office 
in an undergraduate software engineering role 
and will join our two-year graduate program 
mid-year once he graduates.

Chief executive officer Andrew Bills said 
both Qasim and Majella had previously com -
pleted summer undergraduate placements 
with CS Energy.

“It’s great to see Qasim and Majella return 
to CS Energy and it demonstrates how our 
summer undergraduate program provides a 
pipeline of talent for our two year graduate 
program,” Mr Bills said.

“CS Energy is also proud to provide appren -
tice and trainee opportunities in trade, techni -
cal or administrative disciplines in the regions 
where we operate. 

“The energy industry offers such a diversity 
of skills opportunities and CS Energy is proud 
to play our part in developing the next genera -
tion.” 

Charging up their careers

Engineering graduate Majella Cassidy

Callide Power Station group 

Kogan Creek Power Station - Jorji Gore-Johnson Kogan Creek Power Station -Amy Patterson-Kane. Kogan Creek Power Station - Breanna Collins

Brisbane Office engineering undergraduate Qasim Khan-Baba
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(L-R) Frank, Steve, Trevor, John, Rodney, Stan, John, Rodney, Paul, Ron.  Pictures: BRITTNEY MANNING Ron Bylehmau made this roaring red toy truck.

Trevor Rayfield is proud of the club’s short but strong history. 

John Radnedge has been a proud member for three years. 

The Gladstone Men’s Shed and Calliope Men’s Shed gathered together on Tuesday.

This bench will be enjoyed by a local aged care facility.

Timber slabs cut from logs generously donated around the region.

Steve Lawrence is keen to construct a few fun toys.
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FENCING PLIER

CYLINDER LEAK
DETECTOR KIT

7PCE SLUGGER
CUTTER SET

WHEEL CHOCK

INNER TUBE
SEALANT

128PCE SOCKET &
SPANNER SETMEASURING TAPE

BATTERIES

K80D31R
$99

 303 x 
172 x 220mm

600
CCA

4 x 4 Battery

N200MF
$339

ROPE HANDLES 
520 x 275 x 220mm

1200
CCA

����������������������
ABN: 45 684 102 769

Open 7 Days 
8.00am - 5.00pm  

Monday - Friday
Closing times vary on weekends.
Prices outlined in this advertisement are 
available between Thursday 24th February 
2022 to Wednesday 2nd March 2022. Stock 
of all products are available at the time of 
compilation. Some products may not be 
available because of supplier delays. Trade 
& VIP Customers.E&OE. GT22-08

�������������
��
���
��	���������	

��������������

590 CCA
305 x 172 
x 228mm
N70ZZMFC

$99

WWW.AMANSTOYSHOP.COM
Everything You Need Under One Roof!

FANS
10 metre x 25mm metric
measuring tape. In an ABS closed
case with stop button. Standout
white on black marks.

RE-01-076
$8

Set includes:
26 sockets, 2
extensions, ratchet,
bit driver & bits, 13 nut setters,
24 hex keys, 12 combination 
wrenches, blow mold case.
Chrome plated.

CTK128MP2N

$179

CHAINSAW SHARPENER KIT
Includes depth
adjustment &
sharpening angle
guide.
�6�S�H�F�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V��
Output: 14000RPM
Voltage: 12 volts
Supplied accessories: 6.4/1/4”
stone
Size: 20 x 10cm

NW14
$69

10003
$15

Instantly seals up to 1/8” 
(3mm) punctures.
�1�R�Q���W�R�[�L�F�����Q�R�Q��
�K�D�]�D�U�G�R�X�V�����	���Q�R�Q��
�À�D�P�P�D�E�O�H�����&�O�H�D�Q�V���X�S
with water. Suits inner
tubes in bicycles, dirt 
bikes, wheelbarrows, 
riding mower & more,
and provides two years 
�R�I���À�D�W���W�\�U�H���S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�R�Q��

�+�D�O�I���P�R�R�Q���V�K�D�S�H�������������[���������P�P��
With eye bolt. Solid rubber. 4kg.
Suits trucks & loaders.

J11018
$39

Annular cutters.
7 piece metric set.
14, 16, 18, 20, &
22mm. With universal welden
shank mount.

ASSET-A
$249

Check amount of
leakage in an engine,
cylinder & helps to
determine the source. Has 2 x 
63.5mm input pressure gauge & a
63.5mm cylinder leakage gauge.
600mm oil hose. 2 x 200mm hoses
�Z�����������	�������P�P���D�G�D�S�W�R�U���¿�W�W�L�Q�J�V��

12205
$99

Hammer for easy
nail & staple
insertion. Nail
puller prong. Staple
puller. Staple holder for holding
staples in place. Wire cutter. 
Pliers for stretching wire.

HP10
$35

LIQUID CARNAUBA
WAX

YOKE TYPE PIPE 
VICE

WS1101-3
$79

�<�R�N�H���V�W�\�O�H���Y�L�F�H���X�V�H�V���D���V�W�X�U�G�\��
screw to securely clamp down the 
pipe. Yoke & base constructed of
iron. Features hardened alloy 
steel jaws. Includes a handy pipe
�U�H�V�W�����3�L�S�H���Y�L�F�H���K�D�V�������������������P�P��
pipe capacity. Replaceable jaws.

IMPACT WRENCH

PTO LH SERIES ROTARY HOE

Working width 230cm.
Adjustable height depth.
���������������+�3���W�U�D�F�W�R�U���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�G��
58 blades on work bar.
Comes with 24 spare blades,
includes PTO drive shaft and full
parts and instruction booklet.
320kg total weight.

7000RPM
2.4kg

1/2" Drive

420ft/lbs

569Nm Torque

QWREA027
$59

RATCHET LOADMAX CHAIN BENDER

MAXIBINDER8MM
$149

5kg

Lashing Capacity 3800kg

8mm x 0.5mm Chain
T70 Load Chain
�+�L�J�K���S�U�H���W�H�Q�V�L�R�Q�L�Q�J���I�R�U�F�H
1/8 Chain link length adjustment

Swivel Head 
Grab Hook

473ml. Contains
micropolishers that
pick up small
contaminants. High
�J�O�R�V�V���¿�Q�L�V�K�����6�D�I�H��
�I�R�U���D�O�O���¿�Q�L�V�K�H�V
including clear coat.
�&�D�Q���Z�L�S�H���R
u���Z�L�W�K
�P�L�F�U�R�¿�E�U�H���F�O�R�W�K��

615029
$15

50 watts
3 speed settings

Oscillation
4 blades

CHROME DESK FAN
52328
$69

Adjustable tilt
500mm blade

3 speed
90 watt
5 blade

FLOOR FRAME FAN

52349
$69

52346
$99

400MM PEDESTAL FAN

�)�H�D�W�X�U�H�V���	���E�H�Q�H�¿�W�V��
�����������Z�D�W�W�V���L�Q�S�X�W���S�R�Z�H�U
���������V�S�H�H�G
���������S�L�H�F�H�V���E�O�D�G�H
�����/�D�U�J�H���E�D�V�H���I�R�U���V�W�D�E�L�O�L�W�\
�����$�G�M�X�V�W�D�E�O�H���W�L�O�W���D�Q�J�O�H
�����&�R�S�S�H�U���¿�Q�L�V�K
�����+�H�L�J�K�W���D�G�M�X�V�W�D�E�O�H

LH-230
$3999

12537000-DL08-22
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Shed offers 
tools for life 
By Brittney Manning 

The Calliope Men’s Shed has all tools on the 
ready as it gears up to expand and cement its 
place in the community.

The shed has been established for more 
than five years now with a strong base of 25 
members, but the club says the more mem -
bers who join, the merrier.

Treasurer Stan Mark said the shed offers 
the tools to complete projects and hone their 
workmanship skills, but its purpose is much 
deeper than that. 

“I’m retired and I thought it would be great,” 
Mr Mark said.

“But then Covid, lockdown and everything, 
[I got] stuck at home and couldn’t travel.

“I’ve found this is a good escape.”
The Calliope Men’s Shed offers the work -

shop as a means of bringing together members 
to talk about personal issues they may be fac-
ing in their own lives.

Research released by the Australian Insti-
tute of Family Studies in 2020 found that de -
spite making up more than three quarters of 
deaths by suicide in Australia, a quarter of men 
say they would not seek help from anyone for 
mental health concerns.

Loneliness and a lack of close friends or 
relatives were found to be contributing factors 
to poor mental health.

A standout member at the Calliope Men’s 
shed shared his personal story about the im -
portance of reaching out to the community, 
when your health takes an unexpected and 
devastating turn for the worse.

“When you’re a bushie born and bred, nev -
er been ill, and can see the light at the end of 
tunnel, retirement, you get an understandable 
jolt when you’re told that you need immediate 
open-heart surgery,” the member said. 

The member was shocked and devastated 
to wake up two days later having suffered a 
stroke on the operating table.

“I woke with a stroke that affected the right 
side of my body and being a right hander, I had 
to learn to do everything again left-handed.

“I have had to learn to do things for myself, 
things as simple as buttering a piece of bread 
without the use of my dominant hand, keep -
ing track of the soap while bathing or pushing 
the button on a fly spray can…things once so 
simple now so frustrating.”

He said the Calliope Men’s shed helped him 
during his crisis, and he was able to process 
dark thoughts and regain his confidence.

“I have had to learn to study the situation, 
think it through, come up with a solution and 
give it a go. 

“I say to myself, ‘You’re on your own mate. 
Only you can fix this.’ I have regained my inde -
pendence,” he said.

“Before the Men’s Shed, I was lying there 
considering how many bricks were in a wall. 
The Men’s Shed … it’s been the best rehab I 
have done.”

The shed has accepted a generous donation 
of timber logs from within the Gladstone and 
surrounding region, which they use to com -
plete projects that are available for purchase.

One of their most recent makes was a 
wooden park bench, which will be delivered to 
an aged care facility in New Auckland.

Right now, the shed is looking to secure 
grants and funding to upgrade its toilet facili -
ties, install an outdoor seating area and pur -
chase a Lucas Mill to cut logs into slabs, to be 
used in the shed on projects.

Secretary Trevor Rayfield said the invitation 
for new members to join who are aged over 18 
years of age is always open.

“Age is not your condition. Here, you do 
what you feel and what makes you comfort -
able,” he said.

The Calliope Men’s Shed is located at the 
rear of the Calliope Historical Village and its 
open on Tuesdays and Fridays from 8am to 
midday. 

Planters made from pallets and other items are available for sale from the shed.
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Queenslanders interested in a career as 
an interpreter will have the opportunity 
to apply for one of 120 spots available 
in a subsidised interpreter training pro -
gram to be delivered online.

The subsidised interpreter training 
program focuses on new and emerg -
ing languages and will be administered 
through TAFE as an online course.

Minister for Multicultural Affairs Le -
anne Linard MP said the Queensland 
Government has invested $730,000 in 
training will ensure some of our most 
vulnerable community members will 
have equitable access to services and in-
formation.

“I would encourage any Queenslander 
fluent in one of the priority languages 
who wants to undertake nationally ac -
credited interpreter training and pursue 
a career in this field to jump at this op -
portunity,” Ms Linard said.

“Interpreters are very important for 
those Queenslanders who are not profi -
cient in English.”

TAFE director of health, community 
and foundations skills Karren Raper said 
the institution had been successfully de -
livering online interpreter training since 
2018, including in regional Queensland.

“We’re looking forward to working 
with the Queensland Government, 2M 
Language Services and NAATI, to meet 
the demand for interpreting skills,” she 
said.

2M Language Services chief executive 
officer Tea Dietterich said course gradu -
ates were guaranteed an industry place-
ment and would gain first-hand experi -
ence working as an interpreter. 

“This insight behind the scenes and 
actual real-life jobs will see them on -
boarded with 2M Language Services and 
other providers.  

“It will also enable them to work in -
terstate thanks to video remote inter -
preting,” she said.

The program is targeting people who 
can speak in-demand languages such as 
Arabic, Chin languages, Farsi, Hmong, 
Karenni, Kinyarwanda/Rwanda, Kirun -
di/ Nyarwandwa/ Rundi, Kiswahili and 
Kurdish.  

It will run for three years, with fund -
ing provided by the Department of Em -
ployment, Training and Skills Develop -
ment.

Applications close on 21 March 2022 
and more information can be found on -
line at cyjma.qld.gov.au. 

Calling all 
interpreters

 Picture: SUPPLIED

Latest dangerous driving
figures ‘ridiculous’: Police
After a horrific week on Central Queensland 
roads, Gladstone Police have released “ridicu -
lous” numbers of people who were caught 
speeding or driving under the influence last 
week. With four fatal crashes resulting in six 
deaths recently, Capricornia Police have re -
vealed 12 drivers were intercepted for danger -
ous driving across Central Queensland. 

Labelling it “ridiculous”, police caught one 
driver speeding at almost 200km/hr in an 
100km/hr zone on the Bruce Hwy. 
High range drink drivers detected last week 
included:

 · 0.195    Dawson Rd, Gladstone

 · 0.167    Elderslie St, Winton

 · 0.215    Shaw St, New Auckland

 · 0.156    Borilla St, Emerald

 · 0.171    Lucas St, Berserker

 · 0.161    Kariboe St, Biloela
High speed detections included:

 · 129/80    Kunwarara Rd, Marlborough

 · 108/60    Dawson Hwy, Calliope

 · 194/100   Bruce Hwy, Canoona

 · 163/100   Gladstone-Mt Larcom Rd, Aldoga

 · 147/100    Bruce Hwy, Calliope

 · 141/100    Capricorn Hwy, Comet 
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By Matthew Pearce 

A truck convoy rolled through Central 
Queensland on the weekend, with the com -
munity coming out in tribute to Brian Shaw 
and Steve Latimer.

Delivery truck driver Brian, 64, an Allen -
stown resident, and Steve, 52, a tow truck driv -
er from North Rockhampton, died when their 
trucks collided on the Leichhardt Highway 
near Wowan on 18 February.

Organiser James Goldsmith, a truck driver 
with a small business at Ambrose, said while 
he’d known Sunday’ convoy would be big, it 
had turned out to be more massive than he 
dreamed, with 151 trucks leaving from West -
wood and another 15 joining them in Rock -
hampton.

The convoy met at the Westwood Hotel, 
travelling through Rockhampton over the Nev -
ille Hewitt out to the Parkhurst roundabout 
at Brown and Hurley, before heading back 
through town.

“We’re just so happy that the town of Rocky 
turned it on for us,” he said.

“The crowd might as well have been lining 
the road from when we left Westwood. There 
were pockets of people all the way into town, 
and the dual lanes from Fairy Bower Road to 
the Yeppen Roundabout were packed on both 
sides.

“I’ve never seen so many people at Cen-
tral Park and Kershaw Gardens was absolutely 
packed as well.”

Emergency services, including police, fire 
and ambulance crews, also showed their sup -
port on the day.

James described the convoy as a “massive 
sign of respect” for the two men, with both 
Steve and Brian’s families attending.

“After the fatalities in the last week it shows 
how we’re all prepared to band together to 
show respect for the families. It was something 
the whole industry has needed as that respect 
has been lost,” he said.

James said Steve Latimer had helped him 
on what he called the worst day of his life, 
when he was in a road train accident “300km 
from anything”.

“On that day no emergency services crews  
turned up but Steve rang me every couple of 

hours to make sure I was okay,” he said.
“That showed so much compassion and 

heart that I felt I had to repay the debt.”
While the event was organised with just a 

few days’ notice, it all came together quickly 
thanks to “the right people on social media”.

“We hope the two families felt supported,” 
James said.

“None of us want money for showing off 
our trucks. Wholly and solely it was a tribute to 
the two lads, to show their families a little bit 
of brightness.

“It can be a dark time before the funeral, 
which is when you get that bit of closure, and 
hopefully we’ve helped during that time.”

James said he wanted to thank Leanne, who 
handled social media, Steve’s daughter-in-law 
Jess and workmates Robert and Peter, who 
were key in helping the event come together. 

Organisers are considering holding another 
event for truckies in 12 months.

Steve Latimer and Brian Shaw’s deaths 
marked the beginning of a week of tragedy on 

CQ roads, with six fatalities in the Capricornia 
district.

On Wednesday, 16 February, a mother and 
son from Winton died in a single-vehicle traffic 
crash near Longreach.

Later that day a 30-year-old man died after 
his motorcycle and a BMW X5 collided at a no -
torious intersection in the Rockhampton CBD.

On Saturday, 20 February, there was further 
tragedy when a 40-year-old Berserker man died 
in a single vehicle traffic crash at Parkhurst.

Rockhampton Police said the station wagon 
the man was driving left the roadway on Yaam -
ba Road near Rachel Drive  just after 2.30pm 
and collided with a power pole.

The man was the sole occupant of the ve-
hicle and died at the scene, despite first aid be -
ing performed by emergency responders.

On Sunday, three people were transported 
to hospital with injuries after two separate 
crashes on Yeppoon Road.

Officers from the police’s Forensic Crash 
Unit are investigating the incidents, with the 
results expected to take some time.

Tribute to truckies

The truck convoy in honour of Brian Shaw and Steve Latimer travelled from Westwood to 
Rockhampton.

Clayton’s Towing area manager Steve Latimer was a well loved member 
of the community.

Delivery truck driver Brian Shaw was one of two men honoured with a 
truck convoy this weekend.
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Herbertson
remembered 
From the journals of Gladstone’s Family  
History Group (GSGD Inc) 
The following was published in the 
Bundaberg News, 5 March, 1940:

OBITUARY
Mr Robert Herbertson
Old Identity Dead
GLADSTONE, Monday:
The announcement, of the death of Mr Rob -
ert Herbertson at Ormiston, Brisbane, last 
Friday, recalled many memories of early 
Gladstone and Port Curtis history.

Mr Herbertson was Mayor of Gladstone 
and represented Port Curtis in the Legislative 
Assembly as an adherent of the party led by 
the late Sir Robert Phillip.

When he came to Gladstone as a young 
man about 30 years of age, he became inter-
ested in mining, and the old Metropolitan 
Hotel, near the town wharves, where business 
boomed when the cargo boats came up Auck -
land Creek.

Mr Herbertson did a great deal to develop 
mining throughout the Gladstone and Bur -
nett districts. He acquired important local 
properties, retaining portion near the Glad -
stone Railway Station. 

He had an early interest in the form of 
Brown and Coase, auctioneers and land 
agents.

He was a member for Port Curtis for two 
terms being defeated by the Labor candidate, 
the late Mr E.D.J. Breslin in a three cornered 
contest, the other candidate being the well 
known solicitor, Mr T.D. Lacy-Kellet.

Mr Herbertson had great faith in he future 
of Gladstone, and was one of the advocates 
for the construction of the Burnett railway 
bridge from Boyne Valley junction over the 
Dawes Range to Monto. 

Although he was opposed to Labor politi -
cally, he joined forces with the late Mr George 
Carter, M.L.A. and the Ryan Government in 
urging early construction of the railway.

In company with the then Labour member, 
Mr Carter, he paid many visits to Many Peaks, 
Cania and Monal, pointing out the boost that 
the railway connection would give the timber, 
mining and agricultural industries of the up -
per Burnett. 

In fact, Mr Herbertson’s interest in the 
Glassford Creek mining field was a big factor 
in the early construction of the line.

Most of those connected with political 
life during Mr Herbertson’s time have passed 
away but Messrs, Alec Glegg and T.D. Lacey-
Kellet are two who have vivid recollections of 
the early incidents in the development of Port 
Curtis.

Mr Herbertson was 88 years of age and 
many messages of sympathy were forwarded 
from Gladstone to bereaved relatives, there 
being a large family of sons and daughters 
scattered throughout the State.

Robert Herbertson, a former mayor and Port 
Curtis representative of Gladstone, pictured 
with his son Robert Charles who was killed in 
action in France during the First World War.
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GPC apprentices return to port for hands-on experience
Former work placement students at the Glad -
stone Ports Corporation (GPC) have turned to 
the port as future tradespeople as part of the 
corporation’s Apprentice, Trainee and Work 
Placement program.

This month, 20 apprentices and work 
placement students joined GPC on a mission 
to gain world-class knowledge and hands-on 
experience.

Out of 10 new apprentices, three are former 
work placement students.

The Apprentice, Trainee and Work Place -
ment program gives eager learners a unique 
opportunity to work with experienced GPC 
workers and build on their knowledge.

Students will have the choice of training 
in industrial disciplines such as mechanical 
fitting, electrical, refrigeration, diesel fitting, 
plumbing and building trades.

Saxon Smith is one of three 2021 work 
placement students, who are in this year’s in -
take of apprentices.

“I joined the apprenticeship program at 
GPC because it will enable me to transition to 
what I want to be in the future - a high voltage 
and instrumentation electrician,” Saxon said.

“I will be able to look after myself, work 
safely and competently to start my career suc -
cessfully.”

Acting CEO Paul Heagney said that the ap-
prenticeship and training programs were criti -

cal in supporting the community and the in -
dustry in the region.

“We have some of the best minds and hands 
in the industry, and we are happy to share our 
knowledge and experience with the new gen -
erations,” Mr Heagney said.

“We are delighted to see three of the ten ap-
prentices this year were actually work place -
ment students at GPC last year, which shows 
the high level of interest in our training and 
placement programs.”

Minister for Regional Development, Manu -
facturing, Minister for Water and Member for 
Gladstone Glenn Butcher said the importance 
of having hands-on experience can’t be under -
estimated, for the region’s future workforce.

“As a fitter and turner by trade, I know how 
vital it is to have quality leaders teaching and 
encouraging young people to get into these 
trades,” he said.

“The Gladstone Port is so important to our 
economy and moulding workers from the be -
ginning means we’ll have the most-skilled feet 
on the ground, getting the jobs done.”

Gladstone Ports Corporation’s Apprentice, 
Trainee and Work Placement program invites 
participants every year based on analysis of 
business and market needs for certain skills.

Graduates of this program usually enter the 
market as soon as they graduate, providing the 
industries in the region with a competent and 
skilled workforce.  Picture: GLADSTONE PORTS CORPORATION

Production resumes at Grosvenor mine after explosion
Two years after a devastating explosion at a 
Moranbah mine left five miners with severe 
burns, coal production at the mine began 
again on Monday.

Resources Safety and Health Queensland 
(RSHQ) gave approval for Anglo American’s 
Grosvenor mine to restart.

Anglo American’s Metallurgical Coal busi -
ness CEO Tyler Mitchelson said the restart 
followed significant investment in new equip -
ment, and the development of new technolo -
gies to support the safe operation of the mine.

The Mining and Energy Union (MEU) has 

called for Anglo American to further improve 
workers’ safety by changing employee hire 
practices.

MEU Queensland District President Ste -
phen Smyth said workers were employed by 
labour hire company One Key rather than 
Anglo American.

He said this meant they had fewer rights 
and could be fired more easily.

“The labour hire arrangements at Grosve -
nor are at the root of the safety issues, Anglo 
needs to employ their workers directly in 
permanent jobs,” Mr Smyth said. 

“We welcome RSHQ decision to allow the 
mine to reopen, but significant trust issues 
remain and we call on Anglo American and 
One Key to support the workforce and be 
transparent about all issues.

“Since the incident the workers have 
formed a union lodge which means they will 
have a stronger unified voice when it comes 
to safety, rostering, pay and other issues. 

“Union safety inspectors will be keeping a 
close eye on operations, and we call on the 
regulator to keep a close eye as well.”

Mr Mitchelson said removing people from 

harm’s way was the best way to improve safe-
ty in its operations, and it would continue 
to develop and implement technology solu -
tions to improve safety.

“The incident in 2020 has had a terrible 
and ongoing impact on our injured col -
leagues, their families, our workforce and the 
community, and they are in our thoughts to -
day,” he said. 

“I would like to thank our Grosvenor work -
force and the Moranbah community for their 
support, as we have worked towards a safe 
and successful restart of longwall mining.”

Region’s councils meet
Members of the 2022 Gladstone Region Youth 
Council had their first opportunity to meet 
the mayor, councillors, chief executive officer, 
general managers and other council employ -
ees as they gathered at council chambers this 
week.  

The 2022 Gladstone Region Youth Council 
is made up of 10 members, including two re -
turning  members, with appointments expir -
ing at the end of the year.  

Aaron Yea and Rommiel Malig served on 
the 2021 Gladstone Region Youth Council and 
will be joined  in 2022 by Alexander Hill, Chloe 
Sydes, Emma Roulston, Jessica Toms, Jie Xi 
Zang (Jessi), Michael  Vardy, Stefani Seumanu 
and Tayla Bullen.  

Gladstone Region Mayor Matt Burnett said 
all attending Youth Council members intro -
duced  themselves and shared their passion 
for wanting to join the committee.  

“It was fantastic to see the enthusiasm on 
display from both our returning Youth Council 
members  and our new members,” he said.  

“Being on the Youth Council is the perfect 
opportunity for young people to provide input 
into the  governance of our region.  

“It also provides personal development op -
portunities, enhances leaderships skills and 
helps council engage and connect more effec -
tively with our young people.”  

All 10 members of the 2022 Gladstone Re-
gion Youth Council were endorsed at council’s 
1 February meeting with councillors also re -
solving to amend the Youth Council’s Terms of 
Reference.  

“It was agreed that membership will be 
open to young people between 15 and 25 years 
including those that are turning 15 within the 
first six months of the Youth Council term,” Cr 
Burnett said.  

“This change will align the age range of 

Council’s initiatives and the Queensland Gov -
ernment’s Youth  Strategy.  

“Youth Council members will participate 
in initiatives such as Clean Up Australia Day, 

Mayor’s Youth  Breakfast, National Volunteer 
Week, Seniors Week, Mental Health Week and 
will help to shape Festival of Summer activi -
ties.  

“I’m really looking forward to seeing our 
Youth Council members grow into their role 
and bring  about positive change to the com -
munity during 2022.”   

Gladstone Region councillors with Youth Council members (from left): Aaron Yea, Stefani Seumanu, Cr Glenn Churchill, Cr Darryl Branthwaite, Cr 
Natalia Muszkat, Tayla Bullen, Alexander Hill, Cr Rick Hansen, Mayor Matt Burnett, Emma Roulston, Jessica Toms, Cr Kahn Goodluck, Cr Desley 
O’Grady, Chloe Sydes, Jie Xi Zang (Jessi), Cr Chris Cameron, CEO Leisa Dowling, Rommiel Malig and Michael Vardy.
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By Eilish Massie  

Gladstone Engineering Alliance has wel -
comed a new member to its board. 

Patrice Brown, founding director of lo -
cal environmental and planning firm CQG 
Consulting, has been appointed as the 
new president of the Gladstone Engineer -
ing Alliance board of directors.

Ms Brown, who is a strong advocate 
for local businesses, and an experienced 
board director, was elected to the posi -
tion by her fellow board members at their 
meeting on Thursday 27 January 2022.

During the meeting Matthew Campiutti, 
chief executive of Walz Group was elected 
vice-president, Jody Smith, small business 
specialist with GTC financial treasurer and 
Pauline Kelly, Director at Welcon Technolo -
gies secretary.

The new-look executive committee will 
be assisted by 2022 board members Brett 
Marsh (Smit Lamnalco), Letia Shaw (Pro -
grammed) and Matthew Rayment (4CE Pty 
Ltd).

GEA thanked outgoing president Pau -
line Kelly (Welcon Technologies) for her ex -
ceptional leadership, devotion and insight 
over the past 12 months which contributed 
greatly toward the success and growth of the 
organisation.

GEA’s board and staff are optimistic for 
the future for the region and are committed 
to ensuring their members are well repre -
sented. 

Gladstone Engineering 
Alliance’s new member

Patrice Brown has been appointed as the 
new president of Gladstone Engineering 
Alliance.

“Small business isn’t for the faint of heart. It’s 
for the brave, the patient, and the persistent. 
It’s for the overcomer” – unknown. 

I really want to acknowledge the local busi -
nesses out there who have been doing it tough, 
especially over the past few years.

I truly admire the strength, persistence, the 
continuous innovation, and optimism shown 
even on the days you feel tired of the uphill 
battles. Your love for the work, the business 
and the customers outweigh the pressure you 
feel on your shoulders as you have remained 
focused on adapting through the evolution of 
pandemic conditions. 

You are so valued and your services to the 
community continue to make a monumental 
difference. I don’t know where I would be with -
out you and your strength that empowers the 
people. 

There has been way too much heartache 
and hardship, so as the world slowly returns 
to a new normal, I hope everyone can keep 
supporting the local businesses. A simple like, 
share or tag on social media can be other help-
ful ways to show support if unable to make a 
direct purchase. 

So to all local businesses, thank you for 
your ongoing service and support, especially 

through one of the toughest times yet. You are 
valued, you make a phenomenal difference in 
the community and it has by no means been 
easy for you, but your patience and strength 
are out of this world. You have set a power-
fully positive example for people in their per -
sonal and professional lives over the course  
of this pandemic. 

“Every time you spend money, you are cast -
ing a vote for the kind of world you want” – 
Anna Lappe.

I want my world to consist of thriving lo -
cal businesses and economy, and small busi-
nesses getting to see their hard work pay off as 
their big dreams begin to shift into reality. If 
my money can contribute to building this kind 
of world, it is absolutely money well spent. 

Businesses
do it tough

Small businesses have had a hard time over 
the past two years. 
 Picture: AP PHOTO/RICK RYCROFT

THIS WEEK 
WITH 

JORDIE
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Despite some much-needed rain this summer, Awoonga Dam 

levels continue to fall. We all need to play our part and 

Readings recorded 21 February 2022

MAKE EVERY DROP 
OF THIS PRECIOUS  
RESOURCE COUNT

DAM
CAPACITY HEIGHT

VOLUME57%

12537725-SG08-22

INVITATION TO PUBLIC MEETING AND DISCUSSION

CLIMATE CHANGE AND REAL AUSSIES
WITH

PROFESSOR IAN PLIMER
Is today’s changing climate unprecedented? 

Are we in a ‘climate emergency’?

What does the past tell us?

What are the consequences of climate change policies that directly 
affect you such as renewables, carbon capture and storage, 

destocking, net zero, closure of coal �red power stations, gas and oil 
restrictions, electric vehicles and hydrogen power?

What has happened with renewables and 
net zero elsewhere in the world?

Who are the winners and losers of climate change policies and 
how much will these policies affect you?

The presentation will be followed by a question-and-answer session.

Ian Plimer’s latest book Green Murder (Connor Court Publishing, 
Brisbane) was released in December 2021.

He started life in the rough and tumble of the mining town 
Broken Hill, was Professor at Newcastle, Munich, Melbourne, and 
Adelaide universities and is currently Emeritus Professor of Earth 
Sciences at The University of Melbourne concurrent with being a 

director of Hancock Prospecting companies.
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Author Alex Gerrick invited me and 99 oth -
ers to his book launch in Canberra. Alex was 
schooled at Chanel College, Gladstone, Glad-
stone State High and started his undergradu -
ate degree at the then-named Capricornia 
Institute of Advanced Education in Rock -
hampton.

Time wise sadly, I flew into Canberra on 
Thursday morning and flew out the next 
morning, to attend other events. But gladly I 
met with the staff at Canberra Wine & Spirit 
Merchants (CWSM) prior to the book launch. 
They introduced and updated me on the cur -
rent happenings in the Canberra Wine Re -
gion. And provided me with a Wine Tourism 
Map.

CWSM is a family run business in the CBD. 
They showcase over 60 local Canberra Dis-
trict wineries. They offer the largest variety of 
Canberra wines that can be found in the one 
location.

Within the next few weeks, I’m going to 
place an online order with them and organise 
a group tasting of wines from the Canberra 
region.

Weather wise, Canberra is perfect in Feb-
ruary. As the year moves on and the tem-
perature drops, it is understandable, why the 
adjoining wine region is an emerging cold cli -
mate producer of fine wines.

It is noticeably clean, Canberra has just 
been voted the second most hygienic capital 
city in the world (Berlin, Germany was first). 
The lack of air pollution is yet another winner 
for the local wine-makers.

After CWSM it was only a 4km taxi-ride 
to The Canberra Wine House. Set in the din -

ing precinct of, Dickson. As they advertise on 
their website, this establishment embodies 
the intimacy of our small capital with the chic 
atmosphere of a 1920s speakeasy.

In an all too quick visit, I ordered a Helm 
Classic Dry Riesling and soaked up the re-
laxed atmosphere observing locals and other 
visitors enjoying the food and wine on offer.

The book launch was held at the Canberra 
Southern Cross Club in the suburb of Woden. 
‘A Season of Clouds – When only your past can 
save your future is Alex’s first book and by the 
standing ovation he received at the end of the 
launch, it won’t be his last.

Alex Gerrick was a successful senior public 
servant in Federal Government circles. Before 
becoming the CEO of Fearless PTSD.

In his debut book, Alex puts his own jour -
ney of suffering post traumatic stress disorder 
(PTSD) and mental health issues on the line, 
as a matter of fact they’re on several lines of 
his fiction, based-on-fact memoir of love, re -
demption and healing.

I enjoyed a glass of Lake George Shiraz, 
whilst listening to Admiral Chris Barrie, ex -
pressing how much he enjoyed ‘A Season of 
Clouds’. Making note that sales of the book, 

will go to charity.
If you would like a purchase a copy - please 

go to seasonofclouds.com 

The community is being called on to 
nominate a Gladstone youth to attend 
the 2022 Mayor’s Youth Breakfast.

Community members are being 
asked to identify and recognise the spe-
cial efforts, achievements and contribu -
tions of our region’s younger residents 
who are aged between 12 and 25 years.

The nominees will receive an invita -
tion to the Mayor’s Youth Breakfast set 
to be held on Friday 1 April at Gladstone 
Entertainment Convention Centre. 

Gladstone Region Mayor Matt Bur -
nett is encouraging people to nominate 
someone who they feel is worthy ahead 
of the cut-off on Sunday 13 March. 

“The Mayor’s Youth Breakfast is a 
fantastic event that shines a light on 
our young people to highlight their hard 
work and dedication towards the Glad -
stone Region,” Cr Burnett said. 

“Young people may be acknowledged 
for accomplishments including sport -
ing, cultural, employment or academic 
achievements, or for their involvement in 
volunteering, mentoring or fundraising.” 

Nomination forms can be found on 
the Council’s Conversations website at 
conversations.gladstone.qld.gov.au/
mayors-youth-breakfast 

If you need assistance filling in a 
nomination form please contact the 
Gladstone Community and Neighbour -
hood Centre at Philip Street Communi -
ties & Families Precinct (1 Pengelly St, 
West Gladstone), or phone 4976 6300. 
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Wine and books  
in nation’s capital

Bill Crane enjoys a wine in Canberra.

Nominate  
a youth for 
breakfast
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Question: What’s your experience or 
view on healthcare services available in 
Gladstone?

It was once really good, I don’t know what they’ve done to the health system but I’m not 
faulting them.  - Mal

For a town this size, and the amount of 
industry in this town, it’s substandard. - Frank

As far as I’m concerned, they’re excellent, 
they looked after me.  - Paul

LYNCHY’S JOKE OF THE WEEK 
Coming from an Irish heritage I have al -
ways thought the Irish were very interesting 
and humorous.

A past relative told me this story about 
a couple of lads,  Brian and Shaun, flying 
from Ireland to Australia, scheduled to land 
at 10pm that night in Sydney.

They were nearing their destination 
when the pilot announced over the public 
address system that there would be a con-
siderable delay due to the fact that one en -
gines had shut down but not to panic the 
are still three engines to get them to their 
destination.

Around ten minutes later the pilot again 
made an announcement, “I’m sorry ladies 

and gentlemen but there will be more of a 
delay due to yet another engine failure but 
do not worry we still have two perfectly 
good engines to get us to our destination.”

Brian looked at Shaun and said with an 
impatient tone to his voice, “Shaun if the 
last two engines shut down we could be up 
here all bloody night.” 

ON THIS DAY 

NATIONAL TORTILLA CHIP DAY IS 
CELEBRATED ON 24 FEBRUARY
303: 1st official Roman edict for persecu -
tion of Christians issued by Emperor Dio -
cletian
1525: Battle of Pavia: Holy Roman Emperor 
Charles V’s troops beat the French. French 
King Francois I captured, 15,000 killed or 
wounded
1582: Pope Gregory XIII announces New 
Style (Gregorian) calendar
1739: Battle of Karnal: Army of Iranian ruler 
Nadir Shah defeats the forces of the Mughal 

emperor of India, Muhammad Shah
1821: Agustín de Iturbide and Vicente 
Guerrero agree to the Plan of Iguala, stating 
that Mexico will become a constitutional 
monarchy, Roman Catholicism the official 
religion and that Peninsulares and Creoles 
will enjoy equal political and social rights
1868: US House of Representatives vote 126 
to 47 to impeach President Andrew Johnson
1946: General Juan Perón first elected Presi-
dent of Argentina
2008: Fidel Castro retires as the President of 
Cuba due to ill health after nearly fifty years 
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Floods leave 
a large mark 
Wading through sewage and crocodile in -
fested water never quite made it into the job 
description for a cadet reporter in 2010. I’m 
not sure why, it would have made me jump 
at the chance to fulfil my dream of becoming 
a journalist even quicker. The opportunity to 
report on the floods in Rockhampton in 2011 
was one I’ll never forget. I met some amazing 
people who demonstrated resilience I have 
never known, and I saw our community band 
together like I had never imagined it could. 
At CQ Today, we would love to look back and 
gather as many of your stories and photos so 
we can try to print as many of them again. Not 
just from the time when the Fitzroy River burst 
its banks in December 2010-January 2011, but 
all of Rockhampton’s floods. 

There are some very sad memories that we 
should never forget from all of Rockhampton’s 
floods. We should forever remember the loved 
ones whose lives have been lost. There have 
been the extraordinary, and slightly apoca -
lyptic times, when crocodiles have swum the 
streets alongside cars, cows have been spotted 
swimming to Great Keppel Island during one 
flood, and cows were stranded in the Rock -
hampton CBD during another flood. There 
are also the tales of businesses who suffered, 
and many who managed to pull through, and 
the thousands of people who had their homes 
damaged. Then, there are the stories of how 
we all banded together to help one another. 
Even prisoners from Etna Creek came to help 
with the flood effort in the 1990-91 flood effort. 
There are the stories of the people who live in 
Depot Hill and call themselves “the Swampies”. 
They never forget, yet never leave, because it’s 
their home - rain, hail, shine, or flood. I’ll nev -
er forget the Swampie Juniors who thought it 
would be fun to throw baby toads – toadpoles 
- at me while I was interviewing their parents 
for 20 minutes. I could handle the crocs and 

the sewage, most likely because I could not 
see the crocs or sewage. But, the prospect of 
a toadpole to the face had me rattled. I spoke 
very quickly during that interview to ensure no 
little toadpoles landed in my mouth. There’s 
the Fitzroy Hotel that transformed into the 
Fitzroy Floatel whenever there was a flood 
– come by foot when the weather is good, or 
come by boat during torrential rain. Unlike 
many other Rocky pubs, it never became a pub 
with no beer. 

The Fitzroy has proven its might many 
times since flood records began in 1859. The 
highest recorded flood in Rockhampton was 
in January 1918 at 10.11m. Many people will 
remember the floods of 1990-91, when it hit 
9.30m, and the floods of 2010-2011, when a 
number of towns across Queensland were im -
pacted by wild weather and declared disaster 
zones. The Fitzroy flooded three times within 
six years – 2011, 2013 and 2017 – alone. Em-
erald, Rolleston and Theodore also had their 
highest recorded floods.

Please, flood us with your stories (in a few 
paragraphs, if possible) and your photos from 
the floods (with the names of the people in 
the photos and the name of the person who 
took the photo, so we can attribute it to the 
right person) so we can share them again and 
remember together. Send it to editorial@cqto -
day.com.au.

Today’s 
View
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OPINION Murray Watt, 
Labor Senator for Queensland

A plan for manufacturing: More jobs in more industries
Central Queensland has a proud history in 
manufacturing, on the back of mining and ag -
riculture machinery and the railways that span 
our state.

There is still plenty of manufacturing ex -
pertise across CQ, with workshops across 
Rocky, Gladstone, Biloela and Emerald provid -
ing good jobs and first rate equipment.

Despite these local successes, we’ve seen 
manufacturing decline under the ten-year-old 
Federal Government.

The LNP literally chased the Australian car 
industry offshore, cutting support for automo -
tive manufacturing in 2015. Our reliance on 
manufactured goods from overseas has been 
brought to the surface through COVID-19, 
with builders, hospitals and more suffering 
from supply shortages and supply chain inter -
ruptions.

But it seems Scott Morrison and his lo -
cal MPs still haven’t learned we need to make 
things here.

Just last week it was revealed the Morri-
son-Joyce Government overlooked Australian 

manufacturers to favour cheap overseas sup -
pliers for millions of face masks, gowns, gloves 
and other PPE.

Let’s not forget this happened with rapid 
antigen tests too. Aussie firms approached the 
government about producing RATs here. But 

Scott Morrison said we didn’t need them. We 
now have a bizarre situation where Australian-
made tests are being exported overseas, while 
Australians were struggling to find RATs at 
home.

The Prime Minister swore Aussies wouldn’t 
be caught short of critical medical items yet 
here he is, doing nothing to work with local in -
dustry to ensure we avoid this occurring again. 
Time and time again, we see top notch Aus-
sie companies struggle to break into the local 
market because of this government’s lack of 
belief in Australian industry.

The point is we need to invest in manufac -
turing now, to generate new jobs and new ex -
port opportunities in CQ. It would be a game 
changer for Central Queenslanders and help 
reinvigorate an industry that has been left be -
hind by Scott Morrison.

Labor has announced a Buy Australian 
Plan that is determined to send a clear signal. 
We want to use the government’s purchasing 
power to back local manufacturers wherever 
we can.

An Anthony Albanese Labor Government 

will also establish a $15 billion National Re -
construction Fund, which will partner with lo-
cal firms to rebuild our manufacturing indus -
try and take it into new areas.

Part of this fund will be used for medical 
manufacturing and to help smelters, refineries 
and other heavy industry take advantage of the 
latest technology and energy sources. Labor’s 
candidates, Russell Robertson and Matt Bur -
nett, are fighting hard to make sure CQ gets a 
piece of the pie.

And what that means for CQ is more jobs, 
well-paid jobs, for years to come.

The pandemic has proved manufactur -
ers can adapt to make ventilators, masks and 
hand sanitiser. We need to work with local in -
dustry to make sure Central Queensland has 
those opportunities too.

Only Labor is committed to working along -
side CQ manufacturers to make sure the in -
dustry is here to stay.

Central Queensland deserves more jobs 
in more industries. When we Buy Australian, 
that’s what Anthony Albanese and Labor will 
deliver.

Senator Murray Watt speaks at CQLX.
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OPINION Senator Matt Canavan

Played into Putin’s hands
The Ukrainian people helped end the Soviet 
Union. On 1 December 1991, they voted 92 per 
cent in favour of declaring independence from 
the USSR. One week later the Soviet Union was 
dissolved.

Vladimir Putin called this event the “great -
est geopolitical catastrophe” of the 20th cen -
tury. We should not be surprised that he or -
dered an invasion of the Donbas region of the 
Ukraine this week.

Yet as the Financial Times reported, one 
senior diplomat told another, as they spoke of 
the prospect of war, “We both paused and said, 
‘I can’t believe we’re having this conversation.”

GK Chesteron once wrote that “What is 
wrong with our civilization can be said with 
one word — unreality.” Well, that is probably 
still true, but I would add another word “na -
ivety”.

A year after the collapse of the Soviet Union, 
Francis Fukayama published a famous book 
titled The End of History, the central argument 
of which was that western, liberal democracy 
has triumphed as the best form of govern -
ment, and it won’t be successfully challenged 
again.

Many leaders in the west have acted as if 
they believe this since. Defence budgets have 
been slashed and we have ignored the need to 
protect our independence and self-sufficiency.

Vladimir Putin does not believe that his -
tory is over. His speech justifying the invasion 
of Ukraine contained a lengthy historical jus -
tification of dubious accuracy. He said that 
Ukraine was only created by the Bolsheviks 
and that his invasion was, in effect, then an at -
tempt at “decommunisation”.

In truth, Mr Putin has his history the wrong 
way around. It was the indigenous people of 
the Ukraine that first used the term “Rus” to 
describe themselves (a term they adopted 
from invading Vikings in the 10th century). 
The term Rus then spread to include all peo -
ples from Poland west. It was not adopted by 
the Muscovy Empire officially until the 18th 
century.

But whether Mr Putin is right or wrong 
about history misses the point. History is 
clearly driving Russia to take this action, and 

historical grievances explain much of the con -
duct of aggressive regimes right around the 
world.

The Ukraine is a long way from Australia 
but we are nervously watching because of the 
parallels between the Donbas and Taiwan. Like 
Putin, Xi Jinping is motivated by history. In Xi’s 
speech to celebrate 100 years of the Chinese 
Communist Party, in just the 4th paragraph, he 
launched into a list of the things done wrong to 
the Chinese people during their self-described 
“century of humiliation”. Terrible things were 
done to China in this period, including the 
forced sale of opium, the fomenting of ten -
sions that led to the Taiping rebellion and the 
Rape of Nanjing.

This is now used as a justification for all of 
China’s bullying in the region.

Our blindness to history must end to suc -
cessfully deter aggression and maintain peace. 
It is worrying that those diplomats were sur -
prised by events. Vladimir Putin invaded 
Ukraine in 2014 to take back the Crimea. Back 
then there was much talk of sanctions and 
repercussions. Within four years, Russia was 
hosting the soccer World Cup and Putin was 
hosting European leaders in his VIP box.

This time the sanctions must stick and we 
must take real action to reduce our depen -
dence on aggressive dictatorial regimes.

Since Crimea, Europe has only increased 
its dependence on Russian gas as they closed 

coal and nuclear power stations, and banned 
fracking. Their threats of trade sanctions are 
today then something of a toothless tiger. The 
new Biden administration has not helped mat -
ters by putting tougher regulations on the US 
gas industry, just this week announcing more 
hurdles before gas pipelines are approved.

Remember when we all met in Glasgow last 
November, held hands, and said that the world 
was going to get to net zero emissions. Sign-
ing up to net zero emissions has played right 
into Putin’s hands. If we want to deter aggres -
sion we have to become more self-sufficient 
and that means developing our own resources 
(including our fossil fuel resources) in our na -
tional interest.

An Ukranian serviceman checks the situation on the position near the Zaytseve village not far from pro-Russian militants controlled city of Gorlivka 
Donetsk area, Ukraine.  Picture: EPA/ALISA YAKUBOVYCH
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Common in the local area, the Crested Pi -
geon is easily identified by the dark, pointed 
crest on its head. 

As seen in the image, they are mostly grey 
in colour but also possess black stripes and 
have colourful areas of brown, purple, blue 
and green on their wings. They are most in -
teresting to watch when breeding.

The male tries to impress the female by 
bobbing up and down, while opening and 
closing his wings like a fan with each bob. 
This is accompanied by a soft hooting!  

The crested
pigeon
BIRDS OF 
BOYNE & 
TANNUM
BOB TRASK

The Crested Pigeon is easily identified.

Don’t miss out on the GCCI 
inaugural business expo

Are you a local business owner or manager?
If so, you don’t want to miss out on GCCI’s 

inaugural Business Expo on 26 May at CQUni-
versity. The expo, which will take place in 
Small Business Month, is an opportunity for 
local businesses, of all shapes and sizes, to 
showcase their products and services to the 
Gladstone Region community.

On from 10am to 4pm, the event will be a 
chance for businesses to connect with one an-
other, creating future opportunities for collab -
oration, and increase awareness around the 
variety of products and services offered locally.

It will also include an exciting panel of to-
be-announced guest speakers, with a theme of 
the importance of Buying Local from a busi -

ness and customer perspective, and lucky 
door prizes, sourced from exhibitors, drawn 
throughout day.

Exhibition spaces are not limited to GCCI 
members, although there are discounts and in -
centives on offer to those already a part of our 
association, and we welcome all businesses to 
take part, from retail and hospitality to tourism 
and the industrial sector. We even have special 
discounted exhibition sites allocated for local 
not-for-profits and microbusinesses.

With only 40 expo stall sites available places 
are limited, so if you’re interested in taking part, 
I urge you to contact our new Events & Mem -
bership Officer Carey McIntosh today, on mail@
gcci.com.au or 0448 333 121, for an event pro-
spectus, or to book your place.

We look forward to seeing you at the GCCI 
2022 Business Expo, which is a free event for 
the public to attend, showcasing why the Glad -
stone Region really is the region of choice and 
opportunity. As always, our committee, your 
fellow business owners and managers, are al-
ways here to listen and better understand the 
issues affecting your business – reach out if 
you need our support.  

 TodayGladstone.com.au  BUSINESS

How do you know that? 
One question that comes up regularly from 
business owners is, “I don’t understand how 
we ended up here?” 

Inevitably they will be trying to understand 
why their business is in a market that isn’t 
profitable, selling a new product no one wants, 
has more staff than it needs, is located in the 
wrong place or perhaps is structured in a way 
that makes no sense. 

This always reminds me of navigation.  
Over the years I’ve navigated people across 

land and aircraft through the air.  
Truth be told, I’ve often done this with 

mixed success, sometimes getting where I was 
meant to be when I was meant to be there and 
other times taking more of a scenic route.  

One thing this experience has taught me is 
small mistakes at the start lead to big problems 
later on.  

If you are off course by a small margin at the 
start of a journey, once you have gone a rea-
sonable distance you could be a long way off 
course.  

If this goes on long enough, eventually you 
will have no idea what your position is or how 
you got there.

This navigation problem parallels a prob -
lem that occurs in many organisations and 
seems to ultimately lead to, “I don’t under -
stand how we ended up here?”  

If you look at the chain of events and apply 
the logic we talked about above, I’m convinced 

you will often find the equivalent of a small 
navigational error at the beginning that has 
magnified over time resulting in an organisa -
tion ending up in a position it didn’t want or 
expect to be in.

I’m going to call this organisational equiva -
lent of a small navigational error the ‘unchal -
lenged fact’, and that is exactly what it is.  

If you start listening for it, you will find that 
every day you are bombarded by statements 
that people put out there as facts without the 
slightest substantiation.  

Most of the time this is harmless and to be 
frank, conversation would become impossible 
if people were required to substantiate every 
apparently factual statement they made.  

However, problems occur when someone 
makes one of these statements and it becomes 
the basis of decisions and actions that have 
long term consequences.     

There is an approach that I have found to 
be both incredibly simple and very effective in 
catching these errors relating to ‘unchallenged 

facts’, before they grow into big problems.  
As you may have guessed from the title, this 

approach is based on asking one question, 
“how do you know that?”

What you are looking for is evidence that 
what is being presented as a fact, is indeed a 
verifiable fact.  

Sometimes this is straight forward. 
If someone says there will be a public holi -

day in December for Christmas, this speaks for 
itself.  

However, what if someone was to say to you 
that your company should venture into a new 
market because there is a growing demand in 
that market for your product?  

I’d be inclined to want to see data that sub -
stantiated that ‘fact’ before I took a company 
off on that particular course.

If the decision looks important, before you 
head off in any direction, you have to ask the 
question and keep digging until you get to a 
point where you are presented with enough 
evidence that you are confident you are mak -
ing a decision based on fact, or alternatively 
you are sure that you were being asked to take 
a leap of faith.  

By the way, there is nothing wrong with tak -
ing a leap of faith sometimes, as long as you 
actually know that is what you are doing!

Let me sound a final note of caution, 
though.  I would suggest you do this sparingly.  

Whilst being a very effective way to avoid 

setting off on journeys to destinations you 
don’t want your organisation to visit, doing 
this won’t make you popular.  

Most people are preconditioned to think of 
opinions and facts as synonymous for all prac -
tical day to day purposes.  

So, most people will not appreciate being 
asked to substantiate everything they say; with 
the implication that their opinions are unim -
portant.  

So, give this a go. You may even avoid a cost-
ly mistake by asking this simple question, but 
please pick your battles.  

If someone was to say, “we should get a 
bowl of fruit delivered to the office every week 
because that will be great for morale”, that 
statement is purporting to be one of fact. 

Without challenging it though, I really have 
no idea if there is a correlation or causal link 
between fruit delivery and morale.  

The thing is though, I don’t care. 
However, if someone were to say to me, “we 

should move to an open plan office because 
that will make everyone more productive,” you 
can bet the first thing I will ask is, “how do you 
know that?” 

If you have a question about starting a busi -
ness or running your existing business, we’d 
love to hear from you because we’ll select new 
questions to answer here every two weeks.  You 
can submit your question to james@qsb-con -
sulting.com using the subject ‘CQToday’.

WITH JAMES HARRIS
james@qsb-consulting.com

YOUR BUSINESS 
QUESTIONS 
ANSWERED

GLADSTONE 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
AND INDUSTRY UPDATE 

JOE SMITH
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Upgrades for Monto Mount Perry Road on the horizon
Monto Mount Perry Road is set to become 
safer as the Federal Government announced 
it has committed funding towards road safety 
upgrade projects to help reduce road trauma 
and save lives on Queensland roads. 

Member for Callide Colin Boyce MP said 
the federal investment will particularly benefit 
rural and regional people who travel long dis -
tances every day on our Queensland roads. 

“The funding includes $10.6 million for the 
sealing of the Monto Mount Perry Road which 
is very welcome. 

“This is a vital rural connection road from 
the Burnett Highway to the Bruce Highway 
and the community has fought hard for many 
years to have it sealed,” MP Boyce said.

The upgrades come as Queensland Police 
announced that five lives were lost on Capri -
cornia roads in a 48 hour period just last week. 

“Better road conditions will keep our rural 
drivers safer and will go a long way towards 
reducing the number of tragedies on country 
roads,” MP Boyce said.

“Delivering these upgrades as soon as pos-
sible is crucial for the safety of rural and re -
gional drivers.”

MP Boyce said actions are also in place to 
request the replacement of the John Peterson 
Bridge at Mundubbera. 

“The Federal Government is delivering $20 
million of the total budget of $25 million.

“Work has started and I will continue to 
push for the widening of this strategic road 
and other roads for our primary industries.”

For more information on the Australian 
Government’s $3 billion Road Safety Program 
and other road safety initiatives, visit officeo -
froadsafety.gov.au/programs 
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 Pictures: COLIN BOYCE MP

Q&A  with PRD Tannum Sands agent Deardrie Keleher
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What is the best advice you’ve ever received?
Just be yourself and do unto others that you 
would expect yourself

What is something you do in your spare time? 
I like going to the beach and having fun with 
the grandkids

What is something most people don’t know 
about you?
I lived in a rural area for 9 years raising 4 chil -
dren not connected to power
What’s your favourite spot in the Gladstone 
region?
Wildcattle creek I love this area so peaceful 
and great swimming spot
What would be your last meal if you could 
choose?

Chicken chow mein
Which celebrity guests (dead or alive) would 
you invite to a dinner party?
Princess Diana
Who is your favourite movie star and what 
do you admire about him or her?
Kevin Costner he is a brilliant actor such a 
beautiful man
What is one of your greatest achievements?
Owning my own business at PRD Tannum 
Sands
If you had to choose three items to take with 
you on a trip to a deserted island, which 
would they be?
Fishing line, knife and a fire starter

By Professor Nick Klomp, Vice-Chancellor 
and President, CQUniversity Australia 

I’ve seen the future, folks – and it is bright! 
For me, one of the greatest joys of lead-

ing a university is getting to know students 
who are set to make a huge difference in 
their communities. 

Over recent weeks, I’ve been lucky to 
meet some of the 20 young people who are 
the future doctors for Central Queensland.

These school-leavers have been offered 
a place in the foundation year of our revo -
lutionary, Australian-first regional medical 
pathway to be delivered in Rockhampton 
from this year. A further 20 students will 
also commence in Bundaberg. 

This Regional Medical Pathway is the 
direct result of CQUniversity, University 
of Queensland, and Central Queensland 
and Wide Bay Hospital and Health Ser -
vices coming together to address a critical 
issue: the future of health care in regional 
Queensland.

It is designed to ensure that more doc -
tors are trained regionally, and more impor -
tantly, they will stay and practice regionally 
once they enter the profession.

Tylin Guthrie, Dylan Bertucci and Jay 
Warcon were three of almost 1000 young 
people to apply for our Bachelor of Medical 
Science (Pathway to Medicine).

The three-year course will commence 
in March, with graduates then moving into 
The University of Queensland’s four-year 
Doctor of Medicine program, also to be 
fully delivered in our region.

The Rockhampton trio are excited to 
commence their studies in their own com -
munity – and it’s inspiring to see how the 
needs of our region have motivated their 
career choices, too. 

Tylin, a proud Darumbal woman who 
completed Year 12 at The Cathedral Col-
lege, told me that becoming a doctor is “a 
remarkable opportunity to make a differ -
ence in my community”.

Dylan impressed me with his single-
minded determination to study medicine, a 
career he’d chosen in Year 10.

He’d been prepared to move away 
for studies, but it was rewarding to see 
his excitement at staying in his Central 
Queensland community.  

And Jay, another First Nations student, 
said he would be excited to becoming one 
of the first Darumbal doctors.

“It would be an amazing privilege. Over -
all, I want to be in the position where I can 
save lives, help people make a full recovery 
and promote the importance of health to 
both Indigenous and non-Indigenous peo -
ple,” he said.

Every Central Queenslander would 
know how medical workforce shortages im -
pact lives in regional areas. 

Our vision is to help overcome these crit -
ical skill shortages by nurturing and train -
ing doctors who will thrive as they study in 
their own communities, and who will un -
derstand and advocate for those communi -
ties after graduation.

That’s a future that’s healthier and hap -
pier for all of us. 

Bright future awaits CQ

CQUniversity Vice-Chancellor and President 
Professor Nick Klomp meets with 
CQUniversity s Bachelor of Medical Science 
(Pathway to Medicine) Head of Course 
Associate Professor Sonia Saluja and 
students Jay Warcon, Tylin Guthrie and Dylan 
Bertucci at CQUniversity Rockhampton North.
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in concert

Monday 4 April, 2022 – 2pm MATINEE
GLADSTONE ENTERTAINMENT 

CONVENTION CENTRE
56 Goondoon Street, Gladstone

BOOK NOW:  07 4972 2822  or www.gladstoneentertainment.com

normie ROWE     dinah LEE     jade HURLEY

Bob McKinnon  
Presents 

12535462-BL08-22

COMMUNITY EVENTS BILLBOARD
Thursday 24 February 
Garden Tours

Join us for a gentle stroll and be guided through the 
gardens by our own Friends of the Gardens Visit Services 
Volunteers. A wealth of knowledge about the Gardens is 
shared with the visitors. The volunteers who run the Tour 
are trained in not only scienti�c facts about the various 
plants and animals, but also the history and stories behind 
Tondoon.

Time: 10am to 11.30am

Location: Meet at the Courtyard, Tondoon Gardens

For more information call 4971 4444 or tondoon@
gladstone.qld.gov.au

Saturday 26 February 
Stafford Brothers 

Acclaimed DJ and production duo The Stafford Brothers 
harness and apply endless energy to every aspect of their 
multi-faceted career, diverting it from the studio and the 
stage into extensive entrepreneurial pursuits and ancillary 
businesses. As a result, the brotherly pair of Chris and Matt 
count multiple platinum certi�cations, tens of millions of 
streams, three consecutive ITM Awards as “Number One 
DJ’s,” an ARIA nomination, and hundreds of sold out shows 
among their growing list of achievements.

Time: 8pm to 3pm

Location: Mieplace Niteclub, 6 Goondoon Street, Gladstone. 

For more information see Mieplace Niteclub’s Facebook 
page. 

Sunday 27 February 
Calliope Rotary Markets

Markets for everyone with entertainment and food. 

Time: 8am to 12pm 

Location: Chapman Park, 3 Taragoola Road, Calliope. 

For more information call Susan on 0414 874 721.

MARCH 
Tuesday 1 March 
General Meeting of Council 

This meeting will also be live-streamed on Council’s 
Facebook and a recording of the meeting will be posted on 
social media. 

Time: 9am

Location: Council Chambers - Civic Centre, 101 Goondoon 
Street, Gladstone. 

For more information contact Council on 07 4970 0700.

Art Play

Bring your little one along and join an experienced 
children’s art tutor, for some hassle-free fun. Let your little 
adventurer experience art through play without worrying 
about the mess! Tuesday Art Play is tailored for children 
between 18 months to 5 years old, aimed at interactivity 
and visual art awareness, rather than creating a �nished 
product. All materials provided; wear clothes that can get 
messy.

Time: 10am to 11.15am 

Location: Gladstone Regional Art Gallery and Museum, Cnr 
of Goondoon and Bramston Streets, Gladstone. 

For more information call 4976 6766 or email gragm@
gladstone.qld.gov.au

ACF Gladstone Community Group Meeting

ACF is behind environmental campaigns you’ll have heard 
of, such as banning mining in Antarctica and earning World 
Heritage Listing for the Great Barrier Reef. Today, ACF works 
to solve the climate crisis, stand up for nature, redesign our 
economy and �x our democracy. ACF Community Gladstone 
is an independent volunteer group made up of Gladstone 
locals who think globally and act locally. We focus on 
local environmental issues such as Gladstone’s air quality 
and our clean energy transition. So what can you do in 
Gladstone to make a difference on climate change? Come 
along and �nd out.

Time: 6pm to 7.30pm

Location: Gladstone City Library, 39 Goondoon Street, 
Gladstone. 

For more information see their Facebook page. 

Wednesday 2 March 
Yoga for Pre-Teens (9-12)

On the mat our brain and body are �nding ways to relax 
more, regulate and cope well with the experiences and 
obstacles of life. This ability then transfers into building 
positive wellbeing and resilience.

Time: 3.30pm to 4.30pm

Location Thrive Local, Shop 2, 65 Tank Street, West 
Gladstone. 

For more information and to purchase tickets visit https://
www.eventbrite.com.au/ 

Yoga for Teens (13+)

On the mat our brain and body are �nding ways to relax 
more, regulate and cope well with the experiences and 
obstacles of life. This ability then transfers into building 

positive wellbeing and resilience.

Time: 4.30pm to 5.30pm

Location Thrive Local, Shop 2, 65 Tank Street, West 
Gladstone. 

For more information and to purchase tickets visit https://
www.eventbrite.com.au/ 

Thursday 3 March 
Garden Tours

Join us for a gentle stroll and be guided through the 
gardens by our own Friends of the Gardens Visit Services 
Volunteers. A wealth of knowledge about the Gardens is 
shared with the visitors. The volunteers who run the Tour 
are trained in not only scienti�c facts about the various 
plants and animals, but also the history and stories behind 
Tondoon.

Time: 10am to 11.30am

Location: Meet at the Courtyard, Tondoon Gardens

For more information call 4971 4444 or tondoon@
gladstone.qld.gov.au

Friday 4 March 
Drag Queen Bingo 

Hold on to your balls! Miss Lady Saint Diva is back with 
her girls. 

Time: 5.30pm to 9.30pm

Location: Club Gladstone at The Bowlo, 6A Ferris Street, 
Gladstone City. 

For more information and tickets visit https://www.
eventbrite.com.au/ 

Saturday 5 March 
Beach Arts Music (BAM) Markets

Live entertainment, great food and a huge variety of market 
stalls. Bring a blanket and some chairs and make an 
afternoon of it. 

Time: 2pm to 7pm

Location: Millennium Esplanade, Tannum Sands. 

For more information visit https://btabc.com.au/bam/ 

Parks Week 2022

Join Gladstone Regional Council in celebrating Parks Week 
2022. This year’s focus is on how spending time in our 
parks and open spaces positively in�uence our wellbeing. 
Tondoon Botanic Gardens and various parks around our 
region will host an array of exciting activities. 

Note this event is on until Sunday, 13 March. 

Time: 8am to 5pm 

Location: Tondoon Botanic Gardens, 672 Glenlyon Road, 
Gladstone. 

For more information visit http://www.parks-week.org/

Sunday 6 March 
Clean Up Australia Day 

We are all part of the problem but you can be involved as 
part of the solution. 

Get involved: Business Clean Up (Tuesday, 1 March), School 
Clean up (Friday, 4 March), and Step Up to Clean up as a 
Community (Sunday, 6 March).

Time: 6am to 5pm

Location: Various

To register online visit https://www.cleanupaustraliaday.
org.au/ 

Tuesday 8 March 
Art Play

Bring your little one along and join an experienced 
children’s art tutor, for some hassle-free fun. Let your little 
adventurer experience art through play without worrying 
about the mess! Tuesday Art Play is tailored for children 
between 18 months to 5 years old, aimed at interactivity 
and visual art awareness, rather than creating a �nished 
product. All materials provided; wear clothes that can get 
messy.

Time: 10am to 11.15am 

Location: Gladstone Regional Art Gallery and Museum, Cnr 

KNOW OF AN 
EVENT HAPPENING 
IN OUR REGION?*

To add it to our Community Events 
Billboard, contact  

 editorial@todaygladstone.com.au 
*Event information correct at time of print. 
Event details are subject to change at the 

discretion of the event organisation. While we 
endeavour to include as many events as we 
can, Gladstone Today cannot guarantee the 

inclusion of every event. 

of Goondoon and Bramston Streets, Gladstone. 

For more information call 4976 6766 or email gragm@
gladstone.qld.gov.au

Wednesday 9 March 
Yoga for Pre-Teens (9-12)

On the mat our brain and body are �nding ways to relax 
more, regulate and cope well with the experiences and 
obstacles of life. This ability then transfers into building 
positive wellbeing and resilience.

Time: 3.30pm to 4.30pm

Location Thrive Local, Shop 2, 65 Tank Street, West 
Gladstone. 

For more information and to purchase tickets visit https://
www.eventbrite.com.au/ 

Yoga for Teens (13+)

On the mat our brain and body are �nding ways to relax 
more, regulate and cope well with the experiences and 
obstacles of life. This ability then transfers into building 
positive wellbeing and resilience.

Time: 4.30pm to 5.30pm

Location Thrive Local, Shop 2, 65 Tank Street, West 
Gladstone. 

For more information and to purchase tickets visit https://
www.eventbrite.com.au/ 

Thursday 10 March 
Garden Tours

Join us for a gentle stroll and be guided through the 
gardens by our own Friends of the Gardens Visit Services 
Volunteers. A wealth of knowledge about the Gardens is 
shared with the visitors. The volunteers who run the Tour 
are trained in not only scienti�c facts about the various 
plants and animals, but also the history and stories behind 
Tondoon.

Time: 10am to 11.30am

Location: Meet at the Courtyard, Tondoon Gardens

For more information call 4971 4444 or tondoon@
gladstone.qld.gov.au

Launch of Gladstone Listening Campaign 

As attention turns to Gladstone to lead the world in climate 
solutions, things are going to change. So we are taking 
steps to build a coalition of community organisations 
through Queensland Community Alliance that will advocate 
for us, the Gladstone community, through the coming 
energy and economic transformation. To preserve the 
Gladstone way of life while preserving our industrial 
heritage, we need clean renewable energy. With the right 
planning, the whole community can share the bene�ts of 
this energy transition with plenty of secure future-proof 
jobs.

Time: 6pm to 7.30pm

Location: Virtual Event 

For more information or to register visit https://www.acf.
org.au/gladstone_listening_launch 

Saturday 12 March 
Combined School Musical 2022: Roald Dahl’s Charlie 
and the Chocolate Factory - The Musical

Be transported to a world of pure imagination. The 
world-famous Willy Wonka is opening the gates to his 
mysterious factory…but only to a lucky few. Young Charlie 
Bucket and four other golden ticket winners will embark 
on a life-changing journey through Wonka’s world of pure 
imagination including chocolate waterfalls, nutty squirrels 
and the great glass elevator, all to be revealed by Wonka’s 
army of curious Oompa-Loompas.

Time: 7pm 

Location: Gladstone Entertainment Convention Centre, 56 
Goondoon Street, Gladstone.

For more information and tickets visit https://
gladstoneentertainment.com/combined-schools-musical/ 

Sunday 13 March
Market Day

Historical Village Market is coming up again for the �rst 
market of 2022 and it’ll be big. Bring your friends and 
family along for a wander around the huge variety of stalls.

Time: 8am to 12pm

Location: Calliope River Historical Village

Always looking for new stallholders so please book online 
at www.callioperiverhistoricalvillage.com

Combined School Musical 2022: Roald Dahl’s Charlie 
and the Chocolate Factory - The Musical

Be transported to a world of pure imagination. The 
world-famous Willy Wonka is opening the gates to his 
mysterious factory…but only to a lucky few. Young Charlie 
Bucket and four other golden ticket winners will embark 
on a life-changing journey through Wonka’s world of pure 
imagination including chocolate waterfalls, nutty squirrels 
and the great glass elevator, all to be revealed by Wonka’s 
army of curious Oompa-Loompas.

Time: 11am

Location: Gladstone Entertainment Convention Centre, 56 
Goondoon Street, Gladstone.

For more information and tickets visit https://
gladstoneentertainment.com/combined-schools-musical/ 
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Lots of fun at the gardens
The Rotary Club of Gladstone Midday hosted 
their monthly Charity Market at the Tondoon 
Botanic Gardens on the weekend and 
photographer MIKE RICHARDS was there to 
capture some of the fun.
 More photos on page 26

 Gary Rampton.Courtesy bus to car park.

Rotarians Les Salter and Robert Buckey.David Snowdon.

Tully 4, and Harper Robinson, 5. John Pickles, Calliope SES.

Penny Allman-Payne and the Greens team.
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STYLISH,  
MODERN  
FAMILY HOME 

Address: 22 Whistler Avenue, YEPPOON Description: 4 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 2 garage Price: Offers over $559,000 considered Inspect: By appointment
Contact: Troy Davis, 0400 933 347, YEPPOON REAL ESTATE

HOME ESSENTIALS

THIS new to the market, stylish home in 
Yeppoon offers the ultimate liveability and 
location for the modern family. 

Beautifully presented and maintained, 
this property will tick many boxes.

Featuring 4 bedrooms and 2 bathrooms, 
the master has an ensuite and walk-in robe.  

Open plan living with modern kitchen and 
air-conditioned lounge. 

Fully fenced with side access and room 
for a shed and pool. Situated in one of 
Yeppoon’s most unrivalled family locations 
with just minutes to Yeppoon CBD, beaches, 
easy access to Yeppoon-Rockhampton Road 
and a stone’s throw to the bowls club and 
golf course. 

This great lowset brick home is set on a 
774m 2 block located in a quiet cul-de-sac 
and has so much to offer. A perfect blend of 
coastal living with the convenience of being 
close to town less than a five minute drive 
away. �

PROPERTY
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HOME WITH  
SOLAR PANELS
THIS is a new home to the sales market.  
There are three bedrooms all with built-in 
robes, fans.  The master has split system 
air-conditioning while the other bedrooms 
have box air-conditioners. 

There is a modern kitchen with an island 
bench plenty of cupboard space and pantry.  

The open plan living with the dining has a 
split system air-conditioner. The bathroom is 
modern in design. 

There is storage in the hallway and a 
storage room off from the laundry.  

This property has a double carport, is fully 
fenced with a garden shed.  But best of all it 
has 24 solar panels with 6.6kw supply.  

Call now to arrange an inspection before 
you miss out. �

Address: 20 Walsh Avenue, BLACKWATER Price: $199,999
Description: 3 bedrooms, 1 bathroom, 2 garage Inspect: By appointment 
Contact: Dee 0428 770 557, REAL ESTATE VISION GROUP

HOME ESSENTIALS

SCULPTING A BIG IMPACT IN A SMALL SPACE
AS backyards shrink, new ideas for 
gardens are on the rise. Smaller areas have 
necessitated a rethink in how to design 
outdoor spaces for maximum impact and 
practicality.

For a property where the back fence 
is just five metres from the house, this 
once would have been seen as a garden 
drawback. However, clever homeowners are 
beginning to turn it into a positive by creating 
an intimate courtyard effect.

The simplest method to achieve this 
effect is through strategically placed dense 
planting, seating, fence screens and even 
walls. 

One of the nicest finishing touches to a 
leafy courtyard is a piece of garden art or an 
eye-catching sculpture.

The positioning of a sculptural piece is as 
important a consideration as its context and 
style.  
Some points worth noting include:
 · Will it get in the way of foot traf�c?
 · Will it move, possibly dangerously, in 
strong winds?
 · Will it be tripped over or bumped into at 
night?
 · Will it eat up too much of, or be a hazard 
to, the children’s play area?
 · Is the material used weather-resistant?
 · Will it need special lighting to achieve 
maximum impact?
Getting the size right is also important. 

Big sculptures need to be viewed from a 
distance and lack contextual balance in 
small areas. On the other hand, small pieces 
need to be actually seen — and placed with 
safety in mind.

Garden sculptures come in lots of 
different materials and, along with aesthetics, 
durability is key. Metal and wooden pieces 
can rust or rot over time, glass can be easily 
chipped, but stone, marble and concrete 

are ones to keep on keeping on. Concrete 
sculptures are probably the most cost-
effective but check for chips, folds or cracks 

before taking one home. 
Garden sculptures lend themselves to 

imaginative quirkiness, classic elegance, 

cheeky kitsch, spiritual statements or free-
form expression. Remember, there are no 
rules that can’t be broken so get sculpting. �

HOME FOCUS
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Faith Bates.

Anne-Maree Gehle, Jordan Nilson and Tony Arandale.

Everyone enjoys the music.

ArcherEarl, 6, Memphis Smyth, 5, and Bryce Earl 9.

Beddie Nielsen and Tracy Boswood.

Zach 11, and Leilarny Kunst, 9.

SOCIAL SCENE  TodayGladstone.com.au 

From page 22
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Have something to celebrate?
Place a Birthday, Wedding, Baby, Congratulations, Memorial notice with us.

Phone 1300 666 808
sales@networkclassi�eds.com.au
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2012
Seven/Prime7, Friday, 8.30pm, M (2009)
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THE BOURNE LEGACY
Nine, Friday, 8.40pm, M (2012)
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T2 TRAINSPO TTING
SBS World Movies, Saturday, 8.30pm, MA15+ (2017)
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AMERICAN GANGS TER
NITV, Sunday, 10.25pm, MA15+ (2007)
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WI LD ROSE
SBS World Movies, Tuesday, 7.35pm, M (2018)
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THE LORD OF THE RINGS:  
THE FELLOWSHIP OF THE RING
7Flix, Sunday, 7.30pm, M (2001)
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WOULD I LI E TO YOU?  
AUS TRAL IA
10, Monday, 8.30pm
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EUROV ISION: 
AUS TRAL IA  DECIDES
SBS, Saturday, 7.30pm
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SAS  AUS TRAL IA
Seven, Tuesday, 7.30pm
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KI LLING EVE
ABC TV, Sunday, 9.30pm
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Do you have an event coming up?  
We want to know!

Send the details to editorial@todaygladstone.com.au and we’ll publish it in  
our weekly Events Calendar.

12503220-JW28-21
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The TV Guide is a much loved and highly 
sought-after section of our paper. 
Advertising here from $88 per week and give your products or 
services 7 days of promotion.  
Call Cheryl on 0425 600 098 or email cheryl.altouvas@todaygladstone.com.au 12503221-AV28-21
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SEVERANCE
Streaming, Apple TV+
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TRIGGER POINT
Streaming, Stan

THE WALKING DEAD
Streaming,  
Foxtel On Demand
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THE MARVELOU S MRS MAI SEL
Streaming, Prime Video
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VIKING S: VALHALLA
Streaming, from Friday, Net�ix
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THE MARFA TAPE S
Streaming, Paramount+
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Groeneveld CQ   
servicing Central, Northern  

and Western Queensland

Automatic Lubrication 
Solutions for:

Contact Russel Ostwald

0418 744 644
r.ostwald@groeneveld-group.com
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Groeneveld and Bekamax, 
part of the Timken Group, 
two tried and tested brands 
now under the one roof.

12504567-AV30-21
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Brooke revved up for role
Brooke McNee was born with a passion for 
performance vehicles in her veins. 

She said her grandma has always been into 
cars and she passed that passion onto her dad, 
and as soon as they took her to my first Sum-
mernats she was hooked. 

“Add to that growing up on a cane farm sur -
rounded by a culture of big agricultural equip -
ment, and there was no chance the McNee 
love of machinery and motorsport would skip 
a generation.” 

Now the 22-year-old is about to jump be -
hind the wheel of an 85 litre, 3,500 horsepower 
engine as one of 60 new trainee haul truck 
drivers at Bravus Mining and Resources’ Car-
michael Mine. 

The Burdekin local said getting to learn and 
qualify on Bravus’ fleet of Caterpillar 796 AC 
mining trucks was the opportunity of a lifetime. 

“I first began applying for mine operator 
roles in 2019 and when I wasn’t successful 
moved into a good job in real estate, which I 
really enjoyed,” she said. 

“When I saw this traineeship advertised I 
knew I had to apply. 

“Not only is this my start in an amazing 
industry and working with massive, sophisti -

cated machinery, it’s an opportunity that will 
open doors to other goals like building my first 
home.” 

Bravus Mining and Resources CEO David 
Boshoff said Brooke and her peers would un -
dertake a four-week program of desk-based 
and supervised on-the-job training, including 
both day and night shifts. The 60 trainees will 
be employed by Bravus’ mining services con -
tractor MacKellar, and their start dates will be 
staggered from the end of February through to 
May 2022. 

“We’re delighted to continue to invest in 
regional Queenslanders and give Brooke and 
the other trainees a paid, structured, environ -
ment to kick start their career in mining,” Mr 
Boshoff said. 

“We had just shy of 4,000 applications for 
these 60 positions, which shows people want 
to work in our industry and that the resources 
sector has access to an enthusiastic talent pool 
well into the future.” 

Mr Boshoff said the Carmichael Project had 
provided more than 2,600 direct jobs and paid 
more than $1 billion to regional Queensland 
contractors and businesses since construction 
began.

New Carmichael Mine haul truck trainee driver Brooke McNee on her family’s cane farm in the Burdekin.
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SUPPORTING 
THE GLADSTONE 

REGION FOR OVER 
40 YEARS

12504354-DL31-21

17 Gar�eld St Gladstone 4680

07 4976 7999
www.walzgroup.biz
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Recruitment well on track
Queensland’s newest rail freight operator is 
searching for the next crop of train drivers to 
jump behind the controls of its fleet of state-
of-the-art locomotives.

Bowen Rail Company (BRC) General Man-
ager Brendan Lane said 12 trainee train driver 
positions were being recruited in readiness for 
when construction and testing and commis -
sioning activities are complete.

“This latest round of recruitment of new 
to industry and experienced applicants is the 
next step on the road to optimising our exist -
ing business capacity, which is very exciting 
for the team,” Mr Lane said

BRC’s diesel freight locomotives are next 
generation rolling stock developed in partner -
ship with Caterpillar Company’s Progress Rail 
business in the USA.

They have been designed to use technol-
ogy to create a safer working environment for 
crews and to remove some of the physical re-
quirements of the job that had created barriers 
to enter the industry.

“Despite the cutting-edge nature of our 
fleet, our trains still need humans, and we’re 
delighted to be investing in people and our 
community, as well as systems and technol -
ogy,” Mr Lane said.

“The trains are the most powerful diesel 
locomotive in Queensland allowing us to haul 
in a double not triple-head, configuration and, 
on a per train basis, they are more fuel effi -
cient.

“The perks of the job extend beyond brand 
new equipment.

“There’s a lot to be said for living in a close-
knit community with a great sense of civic 
spirit, and we provide a lifestyle roster that lets 
you take full advantage of all that the Whitsun -
days have to offer.”

BRC had partnered with Trojan to assist 
with recruitment and training of the new train 
drivers.

You can submit your application at www.
bowenrail.com.au/work-with-us/ and appli -
cations close March 6, 2022.

The next-generation locomotives are the most technologically advanced rail fleet in Australia.

Bowen Rail Company General Manager Brendan Lane.
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The new Agria 9600-112
remote control mower

For more information contact James Wetzler  

0429 346 242
12532736-BL04-22

12523778-SN52-21
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Collaboration is the key
By Matthew Pearce

Central Queensland industry leaders met with 
State Government representatives at an in -
dustry breakfast at CocoBrew on 15 February 
as part of a plan to capitalise on government 
capital works programs for the benefit of the 
region.

In July, several CQ industry leaders ap-
proached Industry Today, speaking about 
discontent within the business community re-
garding the $2.25 billion Shoalwater Bay Train -
ing Area upgrade project and contracts being 
awarded to companies outside the region for 
its construction.

With the support and collaboration of Cap -
ricornia Chamber of Commerce, Advance 
Rockhampton and Capricorn Enterprise, In -
dustry Today brought like-minded industry 
businesses together to discuss the situation at 
the luncheon on 17 September.

On Friday, 12 November, a follow-up lun -
cheon held at CocoBrew attended by 24 con -
cerned and passionate people coming togeth -
er in a workshop type environment to nut out 
the top 10 issues affecting local industry.
Those issues were then prioritised to five (in 
no particular order):
1. Skill shortage and labour turnover.
2.  Shorter payment terms to better manage 

cashflow.
3.  Requirement to leave a positive post-project 

legacy.
4. Scopes that suit capabilities and capacity.
5.  Ensuring Tier 1 project proponents under -

stand capability and capacity early in proj -
ect planning. 
Facilitator Marcus Lang said last week’s 

meeting of the Central Queensland Industry 
Collaborative, organised by Member for Kep -
pel Brittany Lauga, was another productive 
one.

“It was a great opportunity for our industry 

representatives and the government to look 
at our top five issues, with everyone in agree-
ment that they are good, solid issues that need 
to be addressed.”

He said while actions needed to be taken 
at a federal, state and local government lev -
els, local industry representives also had en -
sure they “did their 50 per cent” for the region  

to move forward.
The Central Queensland Industry Collabor -

ative will hold a similar function with Federal 
Government representatives in March.

SMW Group CEO Jack Trenaman with Dave Grenfell, chairman, Apprentices and Trainees 
Queensland at CocoBrew.

Marcus Lang, managing director of Asset 
Management Australia with Jack Trenaman, 
CEO, SMW Group.

Deputy Director-General Sharon Bailey from 
the Department of Energy and Public Works 
with Phil Henry, president of the Capricornia 
Chamber of Commerce.

A last week’s breakfast at CocoBrew: Jordan Geddes, director of BRAWD & Co, Mick de Brenni, 
Minister for Energy, Renewables and Hydrogen and Minister for Public Works and Procurement, 
with Daniela Espinoza, front.
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It’s of�cial! Bonza’s purple aeroplanes will grace our skies very soon along 
with Neuron’s bright orange E-Scooters hitting the streets of Rockhampton!  
This Thursday, the bright orange E-Scooters will make travel between 
Rockhampton’s retail, sporting, business and leisure precincts easy for visitors 
and residents. With a Ride Zone covering The Botanic Gardens and Zoo, Rocky’s 
Visitor Information Centre and Riverside Precinct through to Rocky Showgrounds, 
Browne Park, Kershaw Gardens, Musgrave Road and Stockland Shopping centre, 
there’s something for everyone to enjoy. 

Neuron Mobility have been selected due to their strong track record of partnering 
with councils across Australia, and its leadership when it comes to safety and 
innovation. Neuron has invested signi�cantly into the city, creating approximately 
25 local jobs, helping increase economic activity.  E-scooters are really well suited 
to the city and they will be a great way for locals as well as tourists to travel in a 
safe, convenient and environmentally-friendly way. 

Neuron also have an excellent safety record and pride themselves on providing 
a safe riding experience. Their distinctive orange e-scooters feature a 000 
emergency button which can tell if someone has a fall and helps them call the 
emergency services and voice guidance to educate and warn riders of how to ride 
safely. Neuron’s local operations team are on hand to ensure the e-scooters are 
parked responsibly, fully charged and relocated to high use areas when required. 

Riders will be able to book and use the e-scooters through Neuron’s  
user-friendly app, which can be downloaded from the App Store or Google Play 
and set up in a matter of minutes. 

Just imagine scooting between the CBD and Stockland, the botanic gardens 
to Kershaw Gardens and being connected to our CBD retailers, restaurants and 
hotels with the showgrounds and our sporting precincts at Victoria Park and 
Browne Park.

Rockhampton Regional Council, through the initiatives of Advance Rockhampton 
are excited to see Neuron launch E-Scooters to Rockhampton in late February. 
The addition of the E-scooter �eet reinforces the commitment towards creating 
new opportunities for all residents and visitors to enjoy the Rockhampton region 
and to keep putting #rockyontheradar. 

Greg Bowden
Executive Manager – Advance Rockhampton

MOBILITY CHOICES TO DRIVE NEW 
ECONOMIC GROWTH IN ROCKY

ADVERTORIAL

12497297-DL08-22
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And there is more so give us a call.

www.onhirerentals.com.au

0488 220 133

Equipment 
Hire Specialist

12523781-CG48-21
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Rockhampton | Gladstone | Brisbane | Mackay | Townsville
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CQG is a passionate 
advocate for local 

businesses

Environment

Planning

Engineering

12504339-SG31-21

Vacancies are up in CQ 
There has been a positive increase in vacancy 
numbers in the CQ employment market, com -
pared to December, which demonstrates that 
businesses are poised for growth.  The num-
bers have increased steadily across all sectors, 
with Engineering, Construction, Healthcare 
and Social Assistance the most noticeable. 

A question arising is whether these higher 
vacancy numbers will translate to higher wag -
es?  This varies from sector to sector and in-
creases are most prevalent where there is high 
workforce mobility.

This includes construction and supply 
chain distribution with wages generally on 
the increase in these sectors.  This is, in part, 
due to the inability for employers to offer other 
benefits such as flexibility and work-from-
home options, which are used in some of the 
other “skills-in-demand” sectors to make posi -
tions more attractive. 

Healthcare and Social Assistance is the re-
gion’s largest industry of employment with an 
average of at least 700 advertised vacancies in 
the CQ region throughout the month and lots 
of these vacancies reportedly not being filled.  
It is yet to be seen if this situation will translate 
into higher wages and better working condi -
tions.
Salaries and wages are a hot topic!
As the cost of living is on the rise and most sec-

tors are facing significant skills shortages, sala-
ries and wages are a hot topic!

With current CPI levels standing at 2.6% 
(excluding volatile items), upwards inflation -
ary pressure is anticipated over the coming 
months and economists expect this will con -
tinue, until it reaches around the mid 3% level 
and stabilises.

National unemployment is low at 4.2% and 
expected to fall below 4% during the same pe-
riod.  The latest published figures for the Cen -
tral Queensland region show unemployment 
of 5% which is a 19% drop from the rate of 6.2% 
a year ago (still 16% higher than the national 
average).  Youth Unemployment most notice -
ably has plummeted by 43% (to 6% down from 
10.5%), which is largely reflective of the num -
ber of displaced workers in this category at the 
height of the pandemic.    

In general, compared to December we are 

seeing minimal wage/salary rises except be -
tween 0.5% and 1% rises in some professional 
and management positions, most noticeably 
within Construction and Healthcare. 

Higher mobility rates should typically 
translate to higher wages & conditions but 
not necessarily, because pay negotiations take 
time to work through, before they can be im -
plemented if successful.  Also working-from-
home arrangements and flexible working are 
increasingly being offered as a substitute for 
higher wages in many sectors, where practical.
Is there a high rate of job switching?
In the first year of the COVID-19 pandemic the 
CQ region experienced a relatively low level 
of job switching but we are now witnessing 
a “catch-up” situation as the community is 
generally feeling more certainty about the fi -
nancial outlook and the virus becoming under 
control.  
And what about Tourism?
We have seen a slight increase in vacancies 
within Hospitality and Tourism as well, with 
Job Ads in this sector ranging between 4-5% of 
overall vacancies on the JobsInCQ.net.au site 
throughout January.  This is also reflective of 
the ratio on other major job advertising plat -
forms. 

Notably in Rockhampton there was a high -

er proportion of job ads within Hospitality & 
Tourism versus job ads in other sectors, when 
compared to the other main centres of Glad -
stone and Mackay.

The easing of state and international bor -
der restrictions is now having a long-awaited 
positive effect on hospitality and tourism busi -
nesses and the re-opening of international 
borders later this month is expected to fuel 
that further and create more demand in this 
sector.  However much more needs to be done 
to support and further assist the rehabilitation 
of many CQ businesses in this sector. 
Wrapping up
Central Queensland employers have reported 
challenges in maintaining business-as-usual, 
due to additional Covid-19 compliance rules 
implemented in December and higher than 
normal staff shortages due to staff sickness 
and home isolation. 

I believe there is much cause for optimism 
about the outlook for 2022 in the economy 
and life in Central Queensland!  There are sig-
nificant projects underway and on the horizon 
with an array of opportunities available for 
businesses and people, looking to further en -
hance their career and lifestyle. 

Go to jobsincentralqueensland.net.au for 
more information.

Job vacancy numbers have increased steadily across all sectors including construction.

WITH TIM O’BRIEN

INDUSTRY TODAY  TodayGladstone.com.au 
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Tree Lopping & Removal, Stump Grinding - Domestic and Corporate Services
Call  The Green Team | Phone  0475 046 080 

Email  sales@paci�cenergygroup.com.au | Website  www.paci�cenergygroup.com.au 
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Butler Partners supporting CQ 
Today serving the local community

 Rockhampton: (07) 4927 1400   Gladstone: (07) 4972 2544   Moranbah: (07) 4864 0840

 Mackay (07) 4848 1919  Yeppoon (07) 4911 9999
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The Hastings Deerings Rockhampton intake of young staff for 2022 get to work.

Trading up – class of 2022
Young starters at Hastings Deerings came 
from all walks of life, some had started univer -
sity degrees; many came straight from school 
while others from cattle properties and even 
the Navy, but they came together with a com -
mon goal – to meet the skills shortage head on.

Close to 2000 hopefuls applied to join Hast -
ings Deering’s apprenticeship program this 
year. This week the major employer and ap -
prentice trainer welcomed 50 to the company 
and its allied businesses from Queensland and 
the Northern Territory.

He might be a dab hand at fixing a fence 
or rounding up cattle but for South Yaamba’s 
James Kirkwood his mix up of geographical 
knowledge has him setting course for a diesel 
fitter apprenticeship in Alice Springs. 

To be fair Mr Kirkwood, 20 did grow up in 
Texas in the USA and moved to Australia with 
his family two years ago to the South Yaamba 
property, so when he applied for a position in 
Alice Springs, he thought it was in the Rocky 
district.

“I guess I shouldn’t tell people that,” he 
laughed. 

“Dad is Australian born and met mum in 
the US when he went over to work with cattle 
there. 

“He wanted to work his own property so 
that’s what brought him back to Australia.  
While I graduated from military college in the 
US as a lieutenant, I love cattle work and help -
ing to fix the machinery on the property. 

“I have also been working in a mine and 
that’s when I decided to apply to Hastings 
Deering. “My parents are certainly excited 
for me, though Dad will miss that extra set of 
hands on the property. 

“I believe you make your own luck and for 
me this is such a great opportunity, and I will 
get to experience a new part of Australia.” 

While Mr Kirkwood is off to the Alice, eight 
apprentices will start work in the Rockhamp -
ton workshop including Tobey Wain who also 
comes from a farm and Ben Tudman who is 
swapping six years in the Navy for his diesel 
fitting role.

Hastings Deering’s Executive General Man -
ager- Safety and Operations Daniel Viero said 
the company had again deliberately targeted a 
diverse range of apprentices with this cohort a 
mix of school leavers, mature age workers, fe-
males and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island -
ers. The youngest 16 and the oldest 32.

“There is fierce competition for skilled 
workers across all industries,” Mr Viero said. 

“Figures show that between March 2020 
and July 2021 the number of trade and non-
trade traineeships, across all parts of the work -
force, has grown to 347,000: an increase of 27% 
from pre-Covid levels.

“Many schools have long pushed univer -
sity studies to the detriment of trades and the 
result of this is now being felt across almost 
every industry in the country.  The infrastruc -
ture industry alone is predicting a shortfall of 
skilled workers, for future projects, to be as 
high as 100,000.

“Hastings Deering has always taken a long-
term view when it comes to replenishing the 
talent pipeline and our apprenticeships are 

part of that. Our record application figures, 
year on year, shows trades are becoming in-
creasingly attractive especially for careers in 
the resources sector.

“The majority of applications were for die -
sel fitter and auto electrician apprenticeships.  

“Mackay and Rockhampton apprentices 
again dominated the cohort. This is driven 
both by the calibre of the applicants as well as 
our pipeline of work in the regions, linked to 
the resources’ sector as well as supporting the 
construction industry. 

“The high number of applications is also 
a reflection of our commitment to promot -
ing STEM by actively partnering with the 
Queensland Resources Council and the QMEA 
program which reaches 80 affiliated schools 
from as far north as Mount Isa and Townsville, 
to Central Queensland and the Coalfields as 
well as Brisbane in the South East. 

“Hastings Deering continues to invest in 
the training and development of its people and 
working with world-class Caterpillar machin -
ery, our apprentices learn about the repair, 
servicing and maintenance of a massive range 
of equipment, engines and power systems.”
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Solar farm for Moura 
A solar farm at Moura will generate up to 250 
jobs.

Situated between Moura and Banana, the 
Moura Solar Farm being constructed by Greek 
industrial group Mytilineos will be home to a 
large solar panel array expected to help power 
more than 43,000 Australian homes each year.

The construction phase of the project is 
expected to be completed in August and full 
power generation is expected by the end of 
November.

Developers also plan to add a Battery Ener-
gy Storage System &#40;BESS&#41; to the solar 
farm’s infrastructure over the next few years of 
its operating life.

Project manager Sunil Parash said the site 
was selected because of the region’s high solar 
resource, proximity to Powerlink’s transmis -
sion network and access from the Dawson 
Highway.

He said  projects like this brought real in -
vestment into regional communities to lower 
electricity bills with cheap local power.

“Once a project is successfully connected 
to the grid system and generating positive rev -
enue, this gains interest and confidence from 
developers wanting to invest in other renew -
able projects within the region.

“The notable contribution is the jobs these 
projects create during construction and the 
revenue contributed to local businesses, such 
as grocery stores, bakeries, real-estate, motels 
and taverns.”

Mr Parash said construction jobs would 
peak at about 250 personnel (including sub -
contractors) with most of them travelling into 
Moura from other parts of Queensland.

“We offer local opportunities where pos -
sible and practical if skills match our require -
ments,” he said.

“For example, we have Angela, a local from 
Moura, as site project admin support. We also 
have a new starter, Brock Jarick, as site yard 
person and general hand starting with us this 
week.

“Other local jobs offered are for cleaners 
through site building supplier Kennards.”

Banana Shire Deputy Mayor Cr Colin Sem -
ple said the solar farm project would inject sig -
nificant revenue into the local economy.

“Mytilineos’ decision to develop the Moura 
Solar farm here is another example of business 
looking for outstanding opportunities to grow 
and prosper and the Banana Shire can provide 
that,” he said.

“Spread over 28,000 square kilometres, 
our Shire provides a mix of agricultural land, 
a budding new tourism hub, mining and con -
struction opportunities, so it makes perfect 
sense to do business here.

“We look forward to seeing the innovative 
new technology that the Moura Solar Farm will 
provide and watch with interest to see how the 
industry progresses, particularly in our region.”

The farm will feature an array of photovol -
taic panels that will convert the sun’s energy 
into usable, clean energy.

To optimize energy generation, the panels 
will be placed on a single axis tracking sys-
tem that will slowly track the sun’s movement 
across the sky each day.

The farm will also include an electrical op -
erations room and a substation that will be 
fenced off to ensure the safety of nearby com -
munities.

Mytilineos will engineer, construct, and op -
erate the solar farm, having acquired the proj -
ect from ESCO Pacific.

After construction is completed, the farm 
will have an expected lifespan of 30 to 50 years.

Breaking ground with their golden shovels at Mytilineos’ Moura Solar Farm project are: (from left) project manager Sunil Parash; general manager APAC Thomas Melitsis, general manager Oceania 
Region Ian  Kirkham, site manager Corey Kinnear and Banana Shire Council Deputy Mayor Colin Semple.  Picture: BANANA SHIRE COUNCIL
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Adaptability 
is key skill
By Queensland Resources Council chief 
executive Ian Macfarlane 

At times, it must be confusing for people work -
ing in Queensland’s minerals and energy sec -
tor to know who and what to believe when it 
comes to the future of their industry.

The same goes for businesses which pro-
vide goods and services to mining operations. 

There’s a lot of commentary, not all of it in -
formed. What most people do agree on, how -
ever, is that protecting our environment and 
creating jobs is in the best interests of every 
person on the planet.  

As the world moves to embrace decarboni -
sation and other measures to address climate 
change, the good news is that Queensland’s 
ever-adaptable resources sector is already well 
ahead of the game. Resources companies are 
heavily investing in increasingly sophisticated 
technology to lower carbon emissions, and the 
introduction of more renewable energy into 
their operations is well underway. As an indus -
try, we are committed to reducing our indus -
try’s environmental impact and achieving net 
zero emissions by 2050.  

Our sector’s willingness to move with the 
times will come as no surprise to anyone who 
works in mining. After all, the key ingredient  
to the continuing success of Queensland’s re -
sources sector has been our ability to adapt 
and evolve to meet market demand, govern -
ment regulations and community expecta -
tions. If Covid has demonstrated anything 
over the past two years, it’s that our sector’s re -
silience and flexibility is the key to our success.  

Queensland is also set to benefit from the 
expansion of our critical minerals sector to 
meet growing demand for the minerals and 
rare earths needed to support the world’s tran -
sition to a greener future. These minerals are 
referred to as ‘critical’ for good reason - very 
few jurisdictions apart from Queensland have 
substantial deposits of the minerals needed to 
manufacture renewable technologies, infra -
structure and other products. 

Global demand for Queensland’s most 
valuable export industry, our coal industry, is 
also forecast to be strong in the medium term 
and beyond. While developed countries like 
Australia will transition more rapidly to using 
renewable energy on a large scale, growing 
economies in other parts of the world – some 

of which have millions of people who still 
don’t have access to electricity – will continue 
to need our high-quality coal to meet their en -
ergy needs well into the future.  

So, while the rules, expectations and re-
sponsibilities around mining are chang -
ing, Queensland’s resources sector is well-
equipped to turn these challenges into 
opportunities. Our state’s unique geology, 
highly skilled workforce, world-class METS 
sector and enviable reputation for being safe 
and environmentally responsible operators all 
bode well for the future. 

As a sign of our success, one of the biggest 
problems our sector is facing right now is a 
shortage of skilled workers. A perfect storm  of 
Covid, border closures, an ageing workforce 
and interstate competition for employees has 
combined to reduce the number of people 
available with the right skills and qualifica -
tions to work in Queensland’s coal, metals and 
gas industries. 

The silver lining is this shortage creates 
more opportunities for women to follow a 
well-paid, trade or professional pathway into 
our  industry. At an upcoming International 
Women’s Day breakfast and Resources Awards 
for Women in Brisbane on March 8, our sector 
will celebrate new QRC data that shows female 
participation in our workforce is now sitting at 
almost 20 per cent, which represents a 53 per-
cent increase over the past six years.  

Nine out of 10 women are also working in 
non-traditional roles such as engineering, 
trade, operator and executive management 
positions. 

Bearing this out, our 2022 award finalists 
are engineers, electricians, excavator opera-
tors, planning, digital and maintenance spe -
cialists, managers, apprentices and super -
intendents. Growing interest by women in a 
resources career is welcome news for mining 
CEOs, who last year identified a critical short -
age of skilled workers in the face of continued 
industry growth as their number one concern.  

The future of Queensland’s resources sec-
tor is extremely bright, and our highly adapt -
able industry – which contributed $84.3 billion  
to the state economy last year - will continue 
to support hundreds of thousands of jobs for 
generations to come. You can count on re -
sources to help Queensland recover.  

Queensland Resources Council chief executive Ian Macfarlane says adaptability is key to mining’s 
future.
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Proudly supporting CQ Today for 
the bene�t of the community

Hydraulic & Pneumatic Supplies and Servicing
1-3 Werribee St Kawana QLD 4701

07 4921 2921  |  www.thehydraulicshop.com.au
12500819-SN26-21

> Rockhampton Based Workshop 
Facilities, Fabrication and 
Mechanical repairs

> Multi skilled plant maintenance 
and projects workforce

> Mobile and Workshop 
based Abrasive Blast & 
Paint capabilities

Chauvel Industrial Services
26 Hempenstall Street, Kawana QLD 4701
www.chauvel.com.au | Ph 07 4926 8588
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Walz celebrates loyal staff
By Walz Group CEO Matthew Campiutti 

Recently I had the pleasure of hosting the in -
augural Walz Group 10-year club celebration 
– an invite only event for members of our cur -
rent workforce who have contributed more 
than 10 years’ service to Walz. 

The night was all about recognising the 
dedication and loyalty our people have shown 
to Walz and the significant impact they have 
made.

Incredibly, there was 49 currently employed 
people who qualified for the 10-year club, with 
17 of them having racked up over 20 years’ of 
service. 

It was a great night where we individually 
acknowledged each inductee and also got to 
hear some wonderful stories from some of our 
most long term employees. 

Thanks again to all inductees and to our 
owners Colin and Desley Walz who continue 
to provide their unwavering support.

INDUSTRY TODAY  TodayGladstone.com.au 
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3 YEAR PROGRESS
UPDATE

$189.7 M $84.2 M

30 of 60

5-Year Environment  Strate gy

In mid-2018 Queensland Alumina committed to a 5 Year 
Environment Strategy (5YES) comprised of over 60 
capital improvement projects and organisational culture 
change initiatives.

The program was a commitment made by QAL to deliver year-on-year 
improved environmental performance. With the investment increased from 
its original estimate of $270M to a now fully scoped $450M, the complex 
portfolio has been prioritised to either improve environmental performance 
at QAL, or reduce the risk of QAL impacting the receiving environment. 

Total  project  progr ess
The projects are categorised into odour, air quality (which includes reducing alkali 
and dust emissions), noise reduction, and the management of land and water. 

Some projects are to reduce the risk of a process incident impacting the 
surrounding water or land environments, while other projects are to provide 
tangible reductions to odour, dust and alkali emissions. This mix of projects 
will help us sustainably reduce our environmental risk while also providing 
better day to day outcomes for our community. 

In 2021 alone we spent over $80M addressing our Class III & IV environment 
risks, completing 12 projects.

Air Quality
$67M

Culture
$2.5M

Noise
$0.2M

Land 
$90M

Odour
$44M

Water
$222M

Focus 
areas

For more regular updates and project information, along with the  
full project implementation plan and videos, please see our website: 

www.qal.com.au/our-approach/environment.aspx
To contact us please: call 1800 181 110 or email feedback@qal.com.au

12537642-JC08-22
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TRANSFORM YOUR LAWN...
 NURTURE YOUR GARDEN
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GARDENING  TodayGladstone.com.au 

Gardening Neil Fisher

Blooming good Gerberas 
There is nothing more attractive than a garden 
bed full of flowering Gerberas.

Unfortunately in recent decades Gerbera 
have lost favour with many gardeners. Botani -
cally, this native of Africa and is regarded as a 
Perennial herb, with its long-stalked, daisy-like 
flowers. 

Do you have any flowering Gerberas in your 
garden? If not what about planting some Ger -
beras?

Gerberas could be described as one of the 
most dependable varieties of daisy and one 
plant no colour garden should be without. 
This striking Perennial, with its distinctively 
shaped and vibrantly coloured flowers has be -
come a favourite of gardeners over the last few 
decades. 

Gerberas are available in single and double 
flowering varieties, some with two-toned co -
louring combinations, and others with a wide 
colour range in petals, some with either black 
or white centres.

There are even the unusual spider-type 
Gerbera varieties but these are a little more 
temperamental. 

Some of the most significant hybrids avail -
able throughout Australia have actually been 
developed in Bundaberg, by well-respected 
horticulturalist, Eric Bauer, with his plants 
sold under the name Gerbera bauerii Noble 
Flora.

The flowers of these plants have been 
known to reach the size of saucers. A visit to 
any city or country agricultural show will pro -
vide excellent specimens of this man’s hybridi -
sation skills. 

Gerberas were first identified by a German 
botanist by the name of Traugott Gerber. While 
there are approximately forty known species of 
Gerbera, the most common in Gerbera james -
onii, which is the parent plant of the just about 
every commonly found gerbera hybrid in most 
gardens. There are at least two hundred named 
varieties of Gerberas available to the specialist 
gardeners.
TRANSPLANTING GERBERAS
Recently I received an e-mail from Jenny ask-
ing if I could give some advice on transplant -
ing Gerberas. Jenny’s Grandmother lives in 
Tambo and has offered her several dozen dif -
ferent Gerberas from garden. 

Jenny would like to grow most of the Ger -
beras in pots though there is a small garden 
she would also like to plant a few Gerberas. 

Gerberas make excellent pot plants, par -
ticularly for small window boxes or balcony 
areas. With potted gerberas, it is always best to 
divide and repot the plants each year, allow -
ing the plant to always remain at its very best. 
Mid-march is always a good starting time for 
this process, and I would repot no later than 

mid to late May. 
Most varieties of gerberas will quite happily 

grow in pots, but still require a sunny position. 
Gerberas will grow in the garden in just about 
all soil types, though, in heavy clay soils, extra 
drainage may be advisable when planting, and 
in very sandy soils, extra organic material will 
help in producing a better plant. It is always 
important to remember that when you are 
planting potted gerberas into the ground, the 
crown of the plant should be placed level with 
the surface of the soil. 

Place a handful of organic fertiliser in the 
hole when planting your gerberas. I would 
surgiest organic blood-and-bone or an or -
ganic rose fertiliser to feed gerberas during 

spring summer and autumn, sometimes even 
twice in a season. Using an organic rose food 
is one old wives tale that is entirely true! It is 
very important to remember when fertilising 
gerberas not to place the fertiliser too close to 
the main stem, as this can kill the plant quite 
quickly. Once planted in the ground, mulch -
ing is essential, using forest or sugar cane 
mulch, or even pine bark, all of which would 
be suitable. 

In fact a few years ago I transplanted a large 
quantity of unique gerberas, and relocated 
them to a new, specialised gerbera bed. Twelve 
months later, the garden beds were producing 
generous sprays of show quality gerbera flow -
ers. The reason for this relocation was the fact 

that, like in many gardens, these gerberas were 
being overgrown by other plants around them 
in the garden, which is a great lose for anyone 
who enjoys the beauty of these flowers.  
DID YOU KNOW?
Gerberas are excellent companion plants, es-
pecially when planted with roses, which seem 
to have similar preferences for soil and cli -
matic conditions, as well as suffering from the 
same pest and disease problems at the same 
times throughout the year. 

Eggshells are rich in magnesium and cal -
cium, and may be crushed up, or just added 
to your compost heap. When they are dug in 
around gerberas and cauliflower you can get 
the best results. 

Gerbera bauerii Noble Flora Gold. Gerbera Tambo.

Gerbera bauerii Noble Flora Hot Pink.Gerbera bauerii Noble Flora Multi Pink.Gerbera bauerii Noble Flora Orange
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Combined agents yarded 2782 head on 16 
February,  comprising of 1,305 steers, 798 
heifers, 571 cows, 60 Cows & Calves and 48 
bulls. Cattle were drawn from North to Bow -
en and Collinsville as far south as Taroom 
and most local areas. Condition was good for 
most of the offering with quality varied.  All 
usual processors were present and operating 
as well as the normal feeders together with 
an expanded restocker panel. Seeing light-
weight weaner steers reaching record pric -
ings again this week of 948c/kg.
HIGHLIGHTS OF THE DAY

 · Kirkwood Family, Akubra Downs Sold 
Santa Cross Bullocks to 448c/kg weighing 
633kg to return $2,839/hd

 · S Meehan, Yeppoon Sold Brangus Bull-
ocks for 428c/kg weighing 832kg to return 
$3,562/hd

 · EM & RF Bella, Nebo Sold Brangus Steers 
for 568c/kg weighing 447kg to return 
$2,545/hd

 · M Goulding, Theodore Sold Santa Cross 
Steers for 572c/kg weighing 415kg to return 
$2,379/hd

 · D & A Cocks, Duaringa sold Shorthorn 
cross steers for 902c/kg weighing 207kg to 
return $1,876p/hd

 · N & T Harch, Biloela Sold Brangus Steers for 
772c/kg weighing 300kg to return $2,312/
hd

 · M & S Bella, Ilbilbie Sold Droughtmaster 
Cross Weaner Steers for 948c/kg weighing 
197kg to return $1,867/hd

 · LJ and BL Christensen, Theodore Sold 
Charbray Cows for 415c/kg weighing 674kg 
to return $2,800/hd

 · E & T Jones, Dalma Sold Brangus Heifers for 
680c/kg weighing 253kg to return $1,725/
hd

 · G & L Smith, Nebo Sold Simbrah Heifers 

706c/kg weighing 271kg to return $1,919/hd

 · N & T Harch, Biloela Sold Brangus Heif -
ers for 708c/kg weighing 313kg to return 
$2,222/hd

 · B & N Miller, Barmoya Sold Droughtmaster 
Heifers for 648c/kg weighing 338kg to re -
turn $2,193/hd

 · L Hanrahan, Gogango Sold Red Brahman 

Weaner Heifers for 752c/kg weighing 270kg 
to return $2,036/hd

 · P Moran, Clarke Creek Sold Brahman Cows 
and Calves for $4,100/unit 

Livestock markets yield record prices in bumper week
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Rural Matters
Partnering with schools 
By AgForce General President  
Georgie Somerset 

One of the best things about AgForce’s School 
to Industry Partnership Program (SIPP) is see-
ing the smile on a kid’s face when they hold a 
lamb in their arms or ‘drive’ a tractor for the 
first time.

It’s something I, the SIPP team, teachers, 
family members, and anyone who helps de -
liver the numerous SIPP events, never grow 
tired of.

During the past five years more than 23,000 
primary and secondary school students, 2,200 
teachers, and 450 industry partners have par -
ticipated in a SIPP event – two of those years 
during the Covid-19 pandemic.

While it’s true that Covid has shone a spot -
light on the importance of our nation’s food 
security, a 2018 National Farmers’ Federation 
poll revealed that 52 per cent of 18- to 29-year-
olds felt disconnected from farming and unin -
formed about the agriculture industry.

Research also estimates that to keep up 
with our food production demands Australia’s 
agricultural job market requires more than 
4000 new people entering the workforce each 
year, but that there are now only around 300 
agricultural graduates produced annually, and 
700 when related courses are considered.

Recent agricultural college closures have 
clearly only increased the intrinsic value of 
SIPP to society.

SIPP raises awareness about the impor-
tance of agriculture to our daily lives, pro -
motes the diversity of interesting, rewarding 
careers in agriculture, and provides opportu -
nities for children and teachers to experience 
agriculture and the people who work in it ‘up 
close and personal’ – helping them better un -

derstand the connections between modern 
life and agricultural production.

Funding from the Federal Department of 
Agriculture, Water and Environment and the 
Queensland Department of Employment, 
Small Business and Training has paved the 
way for the growing number of requests from 

Queensland schools to engage with AgForce’s 
SIPP – but, significantly, we need continued 
support and collaboration – especially from 
government – if SIPP is to continue to thrive.

Continued and even increased support will 
allow AgForce’s SIPP team to go on running 
programs and events that further highlight the 

importance of agriculture to current and fu -
ture generations – all while putting a smile on 
the face of every kid (and adult) who attends 
them.

If you are a teacher or community member 
interested in more information on SIPP, call 
(07) 3236 3100.

It’s important that children understand the importance of agriculture.
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Bushy TalesBottled Fruit

Insert Brain Here

Ballard Street

Grin Bin

Swamp

Insanity Streak

Doodley Squat

WuMo

Against the Grain
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No. 069

No. 069 No. 069

������
1 Support for a column�(8)
5 Soul�(6)
10 70s’ dance genre�(5)
11 Oceangoing�(9)
12 If not�(6)
13 16th US president�(7)
14 Manacles or fetters�(8)
15 Counsel�(6)
18 Mournful�(6)
20 Island group in the Indian 

Ocean�(8)
21 Silly talk�(7)
24 Avoidance road�(6)
27 Central American 

country�(9)
28 Cavalry sword�(5)
29 Acacia shrub; OJ-and-

champagne�(6)
30 Partisan�(8)

����
1 Cushions�(4)
2 Release�(9)
3 Sleeping grunt�(5)
4 Levied�(8)
6 Examined�(7)
7 Egyptian capital�(5)
8 Designers of goods and 

structures�(9)
9 Drop�(4)
14 Arti�ce�(9)
16 Incapable of being 

seen�(9)
17 Port, formerly�(8)
19 Disrobe�(7)
22 Startle�(5)
23 Web 

auction 
site�(4)

25 Glue�(5)
26 Food�(4)
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QUICK CROSSWORD

DECODER WORDFIT

9-LETTER WORD

5x5 QUICK QUIZ

To solve a Sudoku puzzle, every number from 
1 to 9 must appear in: each of the nine vertical 
columns, each of the nine horizontal rows and 
each of the nine 3 x 3 boxes. Remember, no 
number can occur more than once in any row, 
column or box.

No. 069

8 3 4 2

7 6 8 3 9

7 5 1 8

4 9 3

8 9 6

4 1 9

3 2 1

9 3 2

3 7 8

easy

8 2 6 7

1 6

6 8 5 9

6 9

2 8 3

4 5 1 7

6 1 7 4

8 2 4

6 2

medium

5 7 8 3

6 4 2

6 3 1 8

9

7 2 5

6 2 7 5

7 8 9 2

3 9 7

1

hard

No. 069

SUDOKU

1 In which region of Germany is 
the city of Munich?

2 Which common breed of 
dog was brie�y named the 
Alsatian Wolf Dog by the 
English-speaking world due to 
war-time tensions?

3 The term ‘wiener’, used for the 
sausage in a hot dog, is named 
for which city?

4 Which Strauss composed  
The Blue Danube (1866)?

5 What year was the world’s  
�rst automobile, the Benz 
Patent-Motorwagen  
(pictured), built in?

6 And who was the inventor of 
the Benz Patent-Motorwagen?

7 What is the name of Angela 
Merkel’s political party?

8 The literary form known as a 
bildungsroman refers to what?

9 Now a suburb in Adelaide, 
what was the �rst German 
settlement in Australia?

10 What was famously discovered 
in the Neander Valley, 
Germany, in 1856?
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Using the nine letters in the grid, how many words of  
four letters or more can you list? The centre letter must  
be included and each letter may only be used once.  
No colloquial or foreign 
words. No capitalised nouns, 
apostrophes or plural 
words ending in “s”.
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P

Y

U

D

B

W

M

Z

V

L

R

F

X

S

H

J

K

C

N

Q

O

E

A

G

T

I

Insert the missing letters to make  
10 words – �ve reading across the 
grid and �ve reading down.

NOTE: more than one solution may 
be possible
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982314675

374186259

168743592

457869321

516972483

243598167

631257948

829435716

795621834

easy medium

hard

197853426

761284539

975128364

458962713

823579641

286435197

632741985

549316872

314697258

246517839

685741392

563178924

359684217

971236458

194362785

718923546

432859671

827495163

�‡�‡

14

7

20

2

15

8

21

3

16

9

22

4

17

10

23

5

18

11

24

6

19

12

25

13

26
G I

���„���
 �…� Bavaria �…�German Shepherd  
�…�Vienna �…�Johan Strauss II ­…�1885 €…� Carl Benz 
‚…�Christian Democratic Union ƒ…� A coming-
of-age story †…� Klemzig �‡…�First Neanderthal 
remains 
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GLADSTONE FORECAST

FORECAST

THE WORLD
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UV ALERT
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MAX UV Index
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Gayndah29

Bundaberg 29

Rockhampton 32

Biloela 32

Gladstone 30
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TODAY
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30 

TOMORROW
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30 

SATURDAY
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SUNDAY

Charleville 32

Brisbane 24

Townsville 32

Winton 38

Cunnamulla 31

Roma 30

Longreach 37

Moranbah 35

Hervey Bay 27

Windorah 38

Richmond 38

Mackay 30

Emerald 34

Charters Towers 36

Rolleston 33
Tambo 33

St. George 29
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The longer 

you advertise 

the cheaper 

your ad!

Call

Employment

Phone: 1300 666 808
sales@networkclassi�  eds.com.au

Place your
Announcement
Notice
with us.

 CALL 1300 666 808

ADVERTISE
with us and get better  results

Contact Kerry
Mobile: 0473 146 576

Web: www.tradewins.net.au
ECL: 80811

TRADE WINS ELECTRICAL
Residential, Commercial, 

Air Conditioning, Smoke Alarms

Servicing Gladstone and surrounds
We also provide a comprehensive

 handyman service
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Gladstone Valley
Funerals

& Cremation Services

Funeral & death notices can be found by following the link:

���
	�����������������	�������������������
��	

GLADSTONE VALLEY FUNERALS
�����������������������������


���
��	��������
���

�	���
��	•�����•••��
•������•���•� �­€�
‚­������

�‡
‰

‹“
ˆˆ

Œ
��•

Œ
”�

‡‡

��������������

����������������
�������������������
���������
�	

������������

��������
����	���������������

LEHTINEN
Vivian Henrietta
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Central soars above Pies
By Liam Emerton 

The Australia and Kappa Cup competitions 
kicked off on Saturday with four big matches 
across Rockhampton, Yeppoon and Gladstone. 

Heading to Nerimbera first, the Magpies 
hosted Central FC in an intriguing Australia 
Cup battle at Pilbeam Park. 

After a back-and-forth battle the sides re -
mained locked level at half time as you could 
feel the tension in the air. 

But just two minutes into the second half 
it was a Central free kick which was teased 
into the area and after skimming a Nerimbera 
head, the ball rustled in the back of the net.

That goal gave Central the lead and allowed 
the travelling side to drop a little deeper when 
defending inside their own half. 

However what was impressive was FC’s 
ability to press high, forcing the Magpies into 
a number of errors in their own half.

That clearly frustrated Nerimbera and ulti -
mately, after a number of decent attacks which 
ended in blocks or saved shots by Central goal-
keeper and coach Dave Longden, the Magpies 
couldn’t crack the clean sheet and were de -
feated 1-0. 

The match itself was also extremely physi -
cal with five yellow cards being handed out 
over the course of the contest with a number of 
heated moments forcing the officials to calm 
things down.

For Central FC player-coach Dave Longden, 
he was impressed by his side’s performance 
but said there are still a number of things to 
work on before the season starts. 

“I thought the boys played very well. It was 
quite a physical game and quite fast,” he said. 

“The backline led by Dylan Clark played 
very well, Todd Longden also impressed in the 
backline and Mitch Tansky and Jayden Clark 
ran our midfield. 

“They really held the team together from 
the forward-line to the backline which made 
my job easy in goal.

“It would have been nice to just get that sec -
ond goal to make it a little bit more comfortable 
but we just couldn’t find the back of the net.

“Garth’s [Lawrie] movement up front was 
great and we’re just trying to work on that 
combination play and just our finishing needs 
a bit of work at this stage, which you except 

considering it’s only our second run this year.”
Across to Yeppoon and the Capricorn Coast 

Eagles, down on numbers, were torn apart by a 
rampart Frenchville Roos outfit. 

The Roos scored nine goals, with the Eagles 
unable to reply with one of their own, to move 
onto the next round of the Australia Cup. 

Earmarked in last week’s preview, French -
ville recruit Liam Mclean found himself with 
three assists and a goal while attacking partner 

Ryan Hawken secured the match-ball with a 
hattrick. 

That means that Central will have to come 
up against last year’s competition winners, 
which will be a good test for the fresh Central 
squad. 

It wasn’t all doom and gloom for Cap Coast 
who managed to advance in the Kappa Cup 
thanks to a tough 2-1 win over a much-im -
proved Frenchville Roos women’s team. 

Cap Coast will now come up against the 
looming Clinton FC who won their battle with 
Bluebirds United 7-1. 

United went up 1-0 in that match but the 
muscle of Clinton, including Georgia Muir 
who scored a hatty of her own, saw the team 
knock in seven unanswered goals. 

CQ Today was down at Pilbeam Park on Sat-
urday night to witness and capture all the ac -
tion between Nerimbera and Central FC.

Lachlan Riley clears the ball away. Lachlan Riley avoids a strong challenge. 

The own goal that cemented Central’s spot in 
the next round. 

Nerimbera’s Jeremy McMahon crunches Todd 
Longden. 

Central’s attack was clicking on Saturday.

Garth Lawrie drops the ball off for a teammate 
before darting forward.

There we plenty of shoulder-to-shoulders 
tackles on Saturday night. 

Kresten Doak was the man tasked to play 
between the sticks for Nerimbera. 

A massive challenge in the air deep in the 
contest.
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Let’s talk sport with Aaron Stevens 
and Liam Emerton

Trials and tribulations 
Rugby League
We’re back into footy all across national, 
Queensland and local competition, how good 
was it and who did you like first of all in the 
NRL trials? 
Aaron:  It was terrific to watch, I’m going to say 
I liked the Broncos of course. 

The Broncos and Titans game was a cracker, 
finished as a draw, and that was a great game 
to watch. 

Across the entire weekend, I tell you who 
impressed me the most, there were a couple 
of teams. 

I thought the Bulldogs were good, which is 
going to make you happy, and the Dragons. 

Most of us Central Queenslanders would 
like to see Anthony Griffin do well at the Drag -
ons.

He got an extension on his contract through 
to the end of next year so he’s there for the long 
run. 

He is close to the team that he wants now 
and I thought the Dragons were really good. 

They have plenty of depth and some real 
good forward firepower now and you look 
across that team they’ve got some really strong 
positions filled. 

I think the Dragons might be a bit of a sur -
prise packet. I’m sorry Anthony Griffin I had 
you down as the wooden spooners for 2022 
but after watching them on the weekend I have 
them finishing higher up the ladder. 
Liam:  I don’t know Aaron, it was a funny game, 
the Eels kind of just fell off towards the end. 

And the Dragons steamed back in. I would 
just like to add that the prediction of the Eels 
not finishing in the top eight from me was a bit 
of a stretch last year but after seeing that, that 
feels pretty good. 

That was a pretty tough game for the Parra-
matta boys and the Dragons will be filled with 
confidence after doing something like that. 

You can’t take too much out of trials but you 
can take a bit of heart and soul out of it and if a 
team has that they’re always going to be hang-
ing around in games. 

You touched on the Bulldogs and we had 
a draw with the Knights I thought we were ok 
Aaron but I was a little bit concerned. 

I’m really waiting for the introduction of 
Matt Burton and Josh Addo-Carr, I think that 
will be our main team. 

There was also that huge hit on Ponga, who 
was absolutely destroyed by a rookie, that was 
great to watch.

I was out of my chair watching that. It was a 
good game but plenty to work on. 
Aaron:  As you said you never know with tri -
als there’s plenty going on around and on the 
field. 

But if you’re looking for heart, passion and 
the desire to win in a trial and you can see that 
effort then you know that your team is going to 
place pretty well. 

The Dragons, Bulldogs, the Titans and the 
Broncos all had it on the weekend, even the 
Cowboys, They’re the teams that have been 
struggling but they’re the teams who will show 
fight this year. 

I have said, and I will say it again, I think 
this year’s NRL season might be the best of all 
time because we are seeing the top teams like 
the Storm who have lost a number of players 
combined with the strengthening of those bot -
tom teams. 

And then the Rabbits, they were probably 
the most disappointing team of the weekend. 

I just don’t know how they fill in for Reyn -
olds, they’ve lost the great man. What pulls 
that team together? 
Liam:  It’s going to be a tough season for them. 
It’s a transition for them losing probably one of 
the top three halfbacks in the NRL. 

If you lose a playmaker like that you’re go -
ing to struggle.

The eyes drift towards the Rabbitohs and 

Dragons and that traditional clash out there 
that Mudgee. 
Aaron:  Well that’s the game isn’t it. When we 
talk pre-season trials, that’s not a pre-season 
trial, that’s a competition game. 

They’re playing for lots in that game, they’re 
playing for pride. I think we will truly see on 
the weekend where the Dragons and Rabbi -
tohs are at. 

I think that one is on the way up and one is 
on the way down. 

And then Broncos and Cowboys in Mackay, 
what else could you want?

Speaking of Mackay, the Cutters came 
down to play the Capras and it was great to see 
the Capras get a win. 
Liam:  It was a good game. I was there for a 
majority of it and the Capras just really stuck 
together. 

This year seems different. There were a few 
injuries and outs, but they just played so well 
out there. 

It’s great to see from a CQ Capras stand-
point, it’s terrific for them to step up and keep 
that lead. 

The dropping of the points after half-time 
was such a big issue but this week they kept 
pushing forward and got the job done over 
Mackay. 

And of course all the youngsters played 
before them and there are a couple of really 
talented youngsters in those ranks Aaron who 
will be the ones that will be looking towards 
the Dolphins and the NRL. 

And in another pre-season trial, it’s always 
interesting when a Gladstone team takes on a 
Rocky squad so we’ve got the Valley Diehards, 
who won the Gladstone comp last year and the 
Fitzroy Sharks who finished last in the Rocky 
comp but are always a good fight.

That’s going to be a good game down there 
isn’t it?
Aaron:  From what I hear the Sharks have 
strengthened a bit for the season ahead. 

Once again if you get a lot of those players 
in, it can be tough because of work commit -
ments in Central Queensland, but it looks like 
they’ve strengthened. 

I’m really looking forward to the seasons 
ahead and we’re there aren’t we, we’re just on 
the cusp of the season. 

We’re into the entree, but I can’t wait to be 
into the proper season. 
Liam:  And down in Gladstone it’s going to be 
a full day of rugby league so for anyone that 
wants to get down there and really enjoy it, it’s 
literally from 9am, all the way through to 6pm. 

It’s going to be a great day down there. 
Super Netball
A terrific tournament tips off this weekend in 
the Super Netball, what can you tell us about it? 
Aaron:  This weekend we’re seeing this new 
netball concept which is just a terrific idea. 

Let’s face it Liam, we all get excited for the 
shorter format of games, the 9s, 7s in league 
and union, T20 in cricket and six-a-side is on 
this weekend at Frenchville. 

But now netball has got on board, and 
they’ve done similar things in previous years, 
but they’re really stepping it up with the Sun -
corp Team Girls Cup.

It’s three days, ten minute quarters and all 
of the teams are in a round-robin competition 
before playing finals on Sunday. 

What a great idea and terrific concept and if 
you go to the draw on the Super Netball web -
site it’s bright, it’s flashy, they’ve done a great 
job of capturing that essence that we see in the 
Big Bash. 

It looks like it’s going to be a great compe -

tition. The Firebirds, the Vixens, the Fever, the 
Giants, the Magpies all those teams that we 
see in the Super Netball season, firing up in a 
round-robin competition. 
Liam:  It sounds fantastic Aaron, you brought it 
to my attention this week and it’s always good 
to get into the shorter format. 

The draw looks fantastic, it sticks out at you 
right away and it looks like a great tournament 
that’s going ahead. 

Like you said, it’s always good with those 
shorter formats to get people into the game 
and that sounds perfect to me. 

On a Friday night watching those games, 
but I’ll be cheering on the Giants mate, I can’t 
go past the Western Sydney side, who will you 
be cheering on mate? 
Aaron:  Obviously the Firebirds, c’mon the 
Firebirds. But the interesting subplot to all this 
is showing your colours. 

It’s all about getting that support for netball 
and getting that team support going and get -
ting people to do what we see in AFL and NRL 
buy yourself a shirt and show your support. 

The Suncorp Team Girls Cup it’s about get -
ting people on board before the season starts.

Wonderful concept, over three days, all in 
the one location so well done to them. 

Those shorter forms of the games have re-
ally grown in the last few years. 

We expect lots of people down at French -
ville for the six-a-side competition. 

In our fast-paced world these days Liam, 
that shorter form of the game is really taking 
over. 
Liam:  A bite-sized chunk of what you can get 
from a full game of electric action. 

It will be a really good format and like you 
said the side-a-side at Frenchy this weekend 
will be fantastic and I’ll be down there enjoy -
ing that. 

Aaron was impressed by his wooden-spoon tip the Dragons in the opening round of the pre-season. 
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Fresh Capras captured 
By Liam Emerton 

The Rockhampton Leagues Club Capras 
kicked off their 2022 season with a pre-season 
trial against Mackay Cutters on Saturday. 

Our Hostplus Cup men’s squad were able to 
overcome the Cutters in a gruelling and physi -
cal game at Browne Park.

But the day also gave an opportunity for 
many of our younger teams including the un -
der 16s and women’s under 19s squads who 
had their first hit out against an opposition 
team. 

The day was a great way to kick off rugby 
league for the Capras who will have another 
trial, this time in Gladstone, in two weeks.

CQ Today was down at Browne Park dur-
ing the under 16s, women’s under 19s and first 
grade squads’ first games of the new year to 
capture all the action.   

Bailey Butler crashes over for a try in the first half. 

A huge dumping tackle by Mackay on CQ.Trey Brown captained the Capras in their first trial match of 2022.

Jonus Pearson puts on a left foot step. Jackson Harris looks out the back for a teammate. 

Five-eight Radean Robinson looks for a gap in 
the Mackay defence.

Jamie Hill performed in a ball-playing lock role. 
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Regional Fishing

Catches from Queensland
By Today Group

Gympie and Noosa
With a little less rain and bigger tides with the 
full moon the rivers and creeks got a good in -
flux of saline water. This has certainly helped 
to stabilise things with more fish happier to 
move upriver.

Trevally have been on the bite with anglers 
getting amongst the action on the run-in tide. 
Surface poppers have been working well at 
sunup with a large blip and a good pause. Give 
the Roosta Popper from Halco a go with the 
105mm size perfect for the job. Try the creek 
mouths and around Inskip point near the sink 
hole.

Working the flats and rolling into the deep -
er waters with larger soft plastics has been 
working well for flathead on the run-out tide. 
Angler with boats have had some real success 
using this method. Bait anglers have also done 
the same using small pilchards, whitebait and 
hardy heads.

There are still some good mud crabs to be 
had, baiting your pots heavily with mullet has 
seen the best results. Set your pots in deeper 
water as there is still a bit of fresh in the sys-
tem.

Fishing Creeks like Kauri and Alligator have 
been good for bream, mangrove jacks and 
queenfish. Early morning and late in the eve -
ning is the prime times. Live baits have been 
the best way to go so make sure you have your 
cast net, and live bait bucket handy.

On the offshore scene, thing have been a 
little quiet running up to last weekend with the 
large swell and wind but the fishing gods have 
at last smiled on us and we saw some great op-
portunities to get offshore.

Double Island has been firing with both 
pelagic and reef species on offer. From the 
bottom tusk fish, maori cod, squire, snapper, 
an even a job fish have been accounted for. 
Anglers had to upsize there sinkers as there 
was a fare bit of run especially on the morn -
ing tide.

Large tuna and spanish mackerel are plen -
tiful on the pelagic front. The mackerel have 
been quite large with fish well over the metre 
mark not uncommon. Tuna have been taking 
smaller slugs up to 40grams have been work-
ing well with most anglers getting to the north 
of the schools and letting the fish come to 
them. Casting to the edges of the schools has 
been the most effective with a fast retrieve.

Out of Noosa, at North reef the cobia is on 
the chew with the pilchard floater seeming 
to be the way to go. Snapper, pearl perch and 
nice sweetlip were also on the bite. Sunshine 
has also fished well for the Kayak anglers and is 
a great spot to try for some pelagics, for those 
that fished the bottom some trout is always on 
the cards at this time of the year.

On the beaches with conditions greatly im -
proving and coming off the full moon anglers 
did quite well, whiting and dart numbers are 
good in the close gutters with Rainbow beach 
and Teewah beach producing some nice elbow 
slappers on the run-out tide and some big dart 
on the top of the tide at the back of the gutters.

Jew are also around with good fish taken on 

fresh or live mullet. Fishing the night tide has 
been the most productive as the bigger fish 
move into the gutters under the cover of dark -
ness to feed just before moon rise.

For the Rock hoppers Double Island and the 
Noosa National Park have been hot spots with 
plenty of bait coming out of the rivers, these 
closer areas have been fishing well for squire, 
sweetlip, jew and small cobia. Tuna have also 
been in the mix with some good schools get -
ting in close.

Now for all the latest information log onto 
www.fishingnoosa.com.au for up-to-date bar 
and fishing reports, don’t forget to drop into 
Tackle World Noosa, Noosa Boating and Out -
doors and Northshore Bait & Tackle in Mar -
coola for all the right equipment, bait and ad -
vice to get you catching. Be sure to follow us on 
Facebook and remember Tight Lines and Bent 
Spines!
Bundaberg
BUNDABERG OFFSHORE
The offshore fishing has really been turning 
it on lately - when the weather is playing the 
game.

The coral trout has definitely been the 
standout fish caught in good numbers off -
shore.

Fishing for trout using pilchards, is the 
standout technique to get a feed but also us -
ing soft plastics can be a deadly way to catch 
them as well.

Fingers crossed the weather plays the game 
for us this weekend. As always, check the local 
weather report before heading out.
BUNDABERG INSHORE
The pelagics have started to turn it on over the 
past week.

The spanish mackerel and tuna has been 
the main two species being caught, trolling 
garfish and hardbody lures has been getting 
most the bites.

There’s also been some very nice grunter 
being caught as well, so be sure to do some 
bottom fishing while out there.
BURNETT RIVER
The Burnett is still quite fresh from the rain 
we’ve been experiencing, so fishing towards 
the mouth is a good idea.

Anglers have been trolling the north wall 
with hardbody lures and been catching flat -
head, cod, mangrove jack and schoolie mack -
erel.

Also, there’s some large morning tides this 
weekend so be sure to drop some crab pots in 

for a feed of muddy’s.
THE KOLAN RIVER AND BAFFLE CREEK
The standout fish caught in these two systems 
has been the mangrove jack and flathead.

Both these fish have been caught on 3” 
Zman Minnowz and live baits such as sprat 
and poddy mullets.

There’s also been some queenfish lurking 
around the mouth of the Baffle, so be sure to 
throw some surface lures around if you see any 
bait flickering nervously.

Again, don’t forget to drop the crab pots in 
with the big morning tides this weekend.
LAKE MONDURAN
Lake Monduran is still firing on all cylinders 
with 1m+ barra being caught every day on the 
dam.

Fishing the windblown points and bays are 
great places to start searching for the barra. 
Hardbody lures and paddle tail soft plastics 
have both been getting their fair share of ac -
tion.

With the hot days we’ve been experiencing 
my favourite time to chase the barra is defi -
nitely early in the mornings when the temp is 
still down.

Remember to fish with confidence!

Zane Gordon with a 63cm jack taken on a live bait.

Devon Van Rooyen with a 103cm Trevally he caught a the 4mile off 
Bundaberg.

Shane Anderson with a barra he caught at Lake Monduran. Jody Williams with some grunter she caught at 
Baffle Creek.
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Fishing with Allstars Insalt’s 
Joe McGuire

Fishing is a skill for life
As the quote goes, “When you teach your son, 
you teach your son’s son” (by The Talmud). 

And so this occurs with fishing. 
Not only is it a lifelong skill, but it is the gift 

that keeps on giving whether it is for enjoy -
ment, escaping the rat race, being one with the 
nature of putting food on the table. 

I’ve got two daughters and two sons that 
I’ve taught to fish, and fortunately, all of them 
love it.

In my ALLSTARS INSALT online fishing 
competition, there have been Father/Son en -
trants from Mackay that have stood out from 
the pack continuously. 

Not only because of the stellar fish they 
catch, their prime #fishbragwin angler photos, 
but you can tell they love to fish by the look on 
their faces in the photos. 

So, this column is dedicated to the Father/
Son anglers from Mackay, Nigel and Jack 
Mitchell.

To help any of you who are thinking about 
teaching your kids or grandkids to fish, I 
thought I’d take the opportunity to ask dad Ni -
gel a couple of questions to help increase our 
knowledge and then I asked his son, Jack, to 
add his two bobs too. 

So, here’s what they had to share. 
1. How early did you teach Jack to fish?
I started taking him in the boat at around two 
years old, and he probably started fishing 
around four to five years old. 

Jack says his earliest fishing memories with 
his old man were chasing Ribbon fish on the 
spoons off the local when he was roughly five 
years old. 
2. Around what age did you start to see that 

Jack liked fishing as much as you?
Going back through some old photos, I can see 
he was getting keen around five to six years old. 

Jack became attracted to fishing because he 
loves the environment, the places fishing has 
taken him and his increased learning about 
what drives fish behaviour. 
3. At what age did you start to see that you 

had transferred enough knowledge to 
Jack that he had the skills to fish as well as 
you?

It was around age nine or ten when he started 
to throw lures with a bit caster on his own. 

And funny enough - Jack says his favourite 
learn to fish moment was when he was first in -
troduced to lure throwing!
4. What’s your favourite Father/Son fishing 

story to share?
Nigel says they used to live in Weipa, and he 
started taking Jack back up there with a few 
mates on a boys trip each year from about age 
12 to 16, and since then, they now do a Lucin-

da/Hinchinbrook boy’s trip every year. 
So, the Father/Son fishing trips are such a 

solid bonding experience because Jack an-
swered that his favourite fishing story was 
while fishing in Lucinda and fishing headland 
where he hooked a fish. 

His dad told him it was a shark because he’d 
seen the fin in the shallows. 

After fighting the fish for five minutes and 
not even enjoying it because it was a “shark”, 
it came up beside the boat and was a 115cm 
Barramundi. 
5. What’s your favourite Father/Son fishing 

experience nowadays?
As you can see from the photos accompanying 
this fishing column, Nigel says catching Dou -
bles, Mangrove Jacks, Barrs, and Fingermark. 

Jack agrees because he likes to head out to 
some flats in clean water and sight cast with 
the Old Boy for Barra and other fish species. 
6. What do you like most about Father/Son 

fishing in the ALLSTARS competition?
Nigel was quick to say, “bragging rights against 
Jack, but I think he beat me last year!”

Whilst Jack enjoys fishing, the ALLSTARS 
comp shows you how many good anglers are 
out there and really challenges him to catch 
larger fish. 

The final words about Father/Son fishing 
need to start with the well-taught prodigy Jack. 

Father/Son fishing is a great thing to get 
into because it gets you out of the house, being 
active, and although it does get quite competi -
tive, it’s just as much fun. 

But the final word goes out to the father, old 
man, the teacher Nigel. 

Father/Son fishing is good times, a few 
beers, although it does get a bit competitive at 
times!

So if you like fishing and want to learn more 
about it, check out my fishing columns on my 
website www.allstarsinsalt.com.au.

I’ve written about how to target different 
species of fish that will help you get your fam -
ily members out and about to try fishing and 
improve their fishing to result in a successful 
catch.

ALLSTARS has months of competition still 
to occur and stories to share.

I have decades of fishing tips and will inter -
view many successful commercial and recre -
ational anglers to share their suggestions.

As much as I like to write about fishing, 
I’d also like to hear from you. So please email 
me atinfo@allstarsinsalt.com.au to share your 
fishing trips, fishing tips, fishing stories and 
photos.

A day on the water is better than a day at 
work.

Five-year-old Jack is fishing while dad watches closely. 

June 2021 winning 82cm Fingermark - Jack Mitchell. 

Father Nigel and son Jack Mitchell with matching Fingermark. February 2021 winning 88cm Tuna - Jack Mitchell. 

December 2021 winning 87cm Fingermark 
Jack Mitchell.

December 2021 winning 105cm Queenfish - 
Nigel Mitchell.
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The Diehards’ big day out
By Liam Emerton 

The reigning Gladstone Rugby League cham-
pions kick off their season as the main event 
of a stellar day of rugby league. 

The first grade Valley Diehards will begin 
their season with a clash of cities when they 
battle the Fitzroy/Gracemere Sharks on Sat -
urday afternoon. 

Prior to that A Grade clash, the Valleys will 
host a gargantuan day of rugby league begin-
ning with the under 6s. 

The Gladstone Wallabys will be in action 
in the junior grades this weekend from the 
young gun under 6s to the under 15s. 

The only junior grade that the Valleys won’t 
be facing the Wallabys in will be the 13s, where 
the Tannum Sands Seagulls will be in battle. 

Looking back towards the senior grades, 
the women’s Fitzroy squad and Wallabys will 
clash prior to the reserve grade contest be-

tween the Diehards and the Wallabys. 
However, the main event will be that first-

grade duel between the Sharkies and the Die-
hards which will certainly be intriguing for 
fans of either side. 

The Diehards are boasting strong numbers 
at training and will look to start the season on 
the right foot while the Fitzroy side has added 
to their roster and are eager to improve on 
last year’s performance. 

For Valley Diehards coach Les Nicholson 
this game is an important way to kickstart 
the local rugby league season and his club is 
proud to be the host this year. 

“The club is super excited to host this, it’s 
going to be held at the Valleys’ grounds at 
Aerodrome Road. 

“There’s a lot of work going into this week -
end behind the scenes and for those people 
who put in that hard work we always want  

to recognise them. 
“But in terms of the team, we’re getting 

some really good numbers down at training 
and it’s on the back of the grand final win last 
year. 

“I’m really impressed by the way they’ve 
adopted the training methodology this year 
with everyone on the same page this year. 

“I really couldn’t be happier with the team 
at the moment.” 

Nicholson said it will be an interesting 
clash when his A Grade team matches up with 
the Sharks in a battle between two cities. 

“It’s a bit of an unknown, I haven’t seen 
Fitzroy for a number of years,” he said. 

“We’re not going to go into this too lightly 
because of that reason. 

“They could come out and be dark horses 
of the competition up in Rockhampton, who 
knows. 

“I just hope for our sake that we can just 
continue on our winning ways and the form 
that we showed at the end of last year.”

And for the A Grade coach he is looking 
forward to seeing those older players stand 
up and lead the side especially the youngsters 
coming through.

“I’ve seen a change in our experienced 
guys standing up again at the start of the sea-
son,” said Nicholson.

“The guys like Algon Congoo, Jaiden Rich-
ards and Leith Hammelswang, some of those 
guys have been around for a number of years 
now and they’re looking pretty sharp at the 
moment and I’m excited to see them out 
there this weekend.” 

The games kick off at 8.30am with the un -
der 6s with the women’s match scheduled for 
1.30pm before the A Grade is set to start at 
4pm.  

Caleb Tull dives over the try-line for a four 
pointer.

By Liam Emerton 

The Central Queensland Capras have 
found their feet early in the new year, de -
feating rivals Mackay Cutters at Browne 
Park on Saturday. 

After leading at half time, the Capras 
forced past last year’s demons to contin -
ue their strong start and put the Cutters 
to the sword in fine fashion.

Caleb Tull was in amongst the action 
notching up a couple of tries to help se -
cure the Capras’ opening win of the new 
year.

 See photos from the whole day
 on page 57

Capras put
Cutters to
the sword 

Sport
Fishing the 
gift that 
keeps on 
giving
PAGE 59

�� ������������ �������	�	�	

�������������������	�
������


